Congress drafts bill to reconnect Fla. woman’s feeding tube sz 10

STARSK,4STRIPES

Sick Iragi boy | " dG LGP [y
dies before U.S. BC0PNIZE

AWAT(IS* L . Gl Iraqi official
Ay s (y among six killed
: &

. N
care arranged in attacks
Page 5 , Page 3
Volume 2, No.343 © SS 2005 MIDEAST EDITION MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2005

Suicide bomber hits
popular Qatar theater

Police blame Egyptian in Doha blast that killed Briton, wounded 12 pae-

Hardhithy & &7 1L
weather'in
Afghanistan

Paged

nnnnn

UW-Milwaukee
score big upsets
in weekend
Sgt. Ryan Garfield, UH-60 Black Hawk crew chief, holds a child rescued from rising floodwaters near the southern Afghanistan area of Madness

Deh Rawod. Floods ravaged a number of small towns in the area, leaving many people homeless and stranded on small islands. Coalition

forces ailifted more than 200 Afghans to safety. Garfield is a member of Company A, 2nd Battalion, 25th Aviation Regiment, from q ¥
Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. Back page; Pages 30-31

RICK SCAVETTA/Courtesy of the U.S. Army
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States

Big Dig dispute: The Big Dig’s top

manager said Saturday that a top con-

sultant was fired from the project over

apossible conflict of interest, contradict-

ing the man’s claim that he resigned be-

cause he was stonewalled and can’t vouch
for the safety of the tunnels.

Massachusetts Turnpike Authority Chair-
man Matthew Amorello rejected allegations
by George Tamaro, an internationally re-
nowned engineer, that Big Dig managers de-
nied him access to crucial information about
the repair work done to leaky 193 tunnels.

Former Conn. governor: Former Connect-
icut Gov. John Rowland’s supporters pre-
dict he will rebound from his corruption con-
viction, make use of old contacts in Washing-
ton, find work as a con-
sultant and possibly re-
sume his efforts to help
the state’s cities.

But Rowland’s crit-
ics and some of his old
political colleagues say
he faces an uncertain
future as a convicted
felon and disgraced
former public official
since being sentenced
to prison Friday.

“My guess is that it’s
going to be very diffi-
cult for him after this. I think this is a stain
he will have to bear for a long time. I don’t
think people will forget it very quickly,”
said Republican Senate Minority Leader
Louis DeLuca.

Rowland

World

Kyrgyzstan protest: Thousands of protest-
ers demanding the resignation of Kyr-
gyzstan President Askar Akayev rampaged
through a southern city Sunday amid grow-
ing anger over allegedly fraudulent elec-
tions in the former Soviet republic.

The government said it was ready to nego-
tiate, but opposition leader Kurmanbek Bak-
iyev said talks would be possible only if the
president himself is involved.

Securing the euro: European Union fi-
nance ministers met Sunday in Brussels, Bel-
gium, to amend rules for securing a stable
euro, debating ideas that go far in meeting
German and French demands for room to
spend their way out of economic downturns.

Negotiations to reform the euro’s “Stabili-
ty and Growth Pact” — while retaining its

Monday, March 21, 2005

Lunsford kidnapping, murder: John Evander Couey makes his first appearance Sunday at the

Citrus County Detention F:

in Lecanto, Fla. Couey has confessed to the abduction and
murder of 9-year-old Jessica Lunsford. Couey was booked early Sunday on a probation
ati s

icials. He has not officially

been charged in Lunsford’s death, although that move was expected soon.

Wednesday to give himself up to the UN.
court at The Hague, the government said in
a statement.

Possible violation of Mideast pact: An ex-
tensive aerial photography operation car-
ried out for Israel’s Defense Ministry has re-
vealed considerable new building in Jewish
in the West Bank, an Israeli

key that a nation’s
annual budget deficit cannot exceed 3 per-
cent of gross domestic product — have been
deadlocked for months. The lack of consen-
sus was clear from the start of Sunday’s
meeting.

West Bank handover: Israel's defense
minister said Sunday that Israel will soon
hand over a second West Bank town to Pal-
estinian control, pushing forward with
peace efforts despite new violence that
dealt a new challenge to a recent cease-fire.

Commanders from the two sides planned
to meet later Sunday to finalize the transfer
of Tulkarem to Palestinian forces. Defense
Minister Shaul Mofaz said the handover
would take place on Monday, days after Isra-
el withdrew its troops from Jericho.

U.N. war crimes trial: A senior Bosnian
Serb general indicted for genocide in the
1995 massacre of some 8,000 Muslim men
and boys in Srebrenica is to surrender to the
U.N. war crimes tribunal, the Serbian gov-
ernment said Sunday.

Vinko Pandurevic, a top fugitive since the
end of the 1992-95 war in neighboring Bos-
nia, was to travel to the Netherlands on

newspaper reported Sunday, an apparent vi-
olation of Israeli obligations under a
U.S.-backed Middle East peace plan.

Expansion of Israeli settlements runs
counter to the “road map” peace plan,
which calls for a complete freeze on settle-
ment construction, including that resulting
from natural population growth.

The Haaretz newspaper said the photogra-
phy operation, completed in recent weeks,
included all the Israeli settlements and au-
thorized settlement outposts in the West
Bank.

Lebanon turmoil: Lebanese President
Emile Lahoud will not bow to pressure from
the anti-Syrian opposition to resign, a senior
aide said Sunday, insisting that the leader
still had parliament’s confidence and would
not leave a power vacuum.

The remarks by Rafik Shalala, Lahnud'

stitution or high treason.

Italy railway strike: Italian railway work-
ers pressing for improved safety measure
have called an eight-hour strike for Mon-
day, but most long-distance trains will make
their runs, according to state railways.

The strike originally had been scheduled
to last for 24 hours, but after appeals from
authorities to reduce the impact on travel-
ers at the start of a holiday week, the stop-
page was reduced to eight hours, from 9
am. to S p.m.

Protests in Pakistan: About 35,000 sup-
porters of a religious alliance rallied in Kara-
chi, Pakistan, on Sunday, many chanting slo-
gans against President Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf and the United States.

“Death to Mushar-
raf, death to America,”
chanted participants of
the rally organized by a
six-party coalition of
radical Islamic groups
on a busy road in Kara-

chi.

The alliance, which
demands ~ Musharraf
step down as the army
chief, made unexpect-

media adviser, come amid a polit-
ical crisis in Lebanon since the Feb. 14 as-
sassination of former Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri.

Shalala stressed that the presldent can be
forced to step down only if he is

ed gains in

Iy elections in 2002

mainly on a platform of opposition to the
army general and the U.S. war against ter-
rorism that ousted the Taliban militia from
power in Afghanistan in late 2001.

by Parliament for either violation of the con-

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Rebels kill 6
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In attacks on security forces

BY SAMEER N. YACOUB
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents tar-
geted Iragi and U.S. security forc-
es with gunfire, suicide attacks
and mortar rounds Sunday, kill-
ing six people — including a U.S.
soldier and an Iraqi corruption of-
ficial — as the conflict moved into
its third year since the U.S.-led in-
vasion.

Neighbors Iraq and Jordan
withdrew their highest-level dip-
lomats from each others’ territory
as tensions between the two coun-
tries increase over the alleged in-
volvement of a Jordanian in a
deadly suicide bomb attack in the
city of Hillah.

Separately, a Jordanian court
sentenced Iraq’s most-wanted ter-
rorist, Abu-Musab al-Zargawi, in
absentia to 15 years in prison.

A bomb exploded early Sunday
near the northern city of Kirkuk,
killing a U.S. soldier and wound-
ing three others, the U.S. military
said in a statement.

Elsewhere in northern Iraq, a
suicide bomber blew himself up
inside a government compound
in Mosul, killing Walid Kashmou-
la, the head of the Iragi police

A woman who lives nearby walks through the rubble of a local government building that was destroyed by a
bomb detonated overnight in the Saydiya section of Baghdad on Sunday.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,519
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,158
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, according to the Defense
Department. The figures in-
clude four military civilians.

The AP count is six higher
than the Defense Depart-
‘ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Friday.

The British mllnary has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 21;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, eight; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Kazakhstan and Latvia one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that

anti-corruption department, offi-
cials said. Three others were
wounded.

Al-Zarqawi’s al-Qaida in Iraq
group purportedly claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack in a
message posted on an Islamic
Web site known for carrying state-
ments from extremist militant
groups.

People in Baghdad said sabo-
teurs blew up a municipal build-
ing in a western neighborhood, re-
ducing the two-story building to
rubble.

A Humvee also was overturned
on the highway to the airport. Wit-
nesses said it was hit by a road-
side bomb, but U.S. military offi-
cials were not available to com-

ment.
Irag’s fledgling security force

has been struggling to build its
ranks and fight the lawlessness
that has gripped the country in
the two years since President
Bush ordered the U.S.-led inva-
sion on March 19, 2003.
Assailants leapt from their vehi-

with a roadside bomb, killing one

civilian and injuring a policeman,

police Col. Karim al-Zeidi said.
Insurgents also lobbed mortar

in Hillah, the single deadliest at-
tack of Iraq’s insurgency.

Also in Jordan, a military court
sentenced al-Zarqawi, whose

fire into just out-

are unknown, to 15

side the walls of an Iragi army
base in the town of Mah-
iyah, south of Baghdad, kill-

cle and fi apo-
liceman walking to work in Sa-
marra, killing the man, said Maj.
Sadoun Ahmed, a police official
in the Sunni Triangle town some
60 miles north of Baghdad.
Police who went to collect the
man’s body also came under at-
tack, sparking a gunfight that left
three police injured along with a
trio of attackers, who were arrest-
ed, police Lt. Qassim Mohammed
said.
the southern city of Basra, at-
tackers targeted a police patrol

ing one civilian and injuring two
others.

Explaining the tit-for-tat dipl
matic withdrawals, Foreign Min-
ister Hoshyar Zebari said Irag’s
ambassador to Amman was being
recalled for “consultations.” Earli-
er, Jordan said it was doing the
same to its highest official in
Baghdad.

The decision followed a week
of mounting anti-Jordanian senti-

years in jail and a detained associ-
ate to three years behind bars
Sunday for planning an attack on
the Jordanian Embassy in Bagh-
dad, the offices of the Jordanian
military attache in Baghdad and
unspecified American targets in
Iraq.

The court was told that the two
Jordanians met in Iraq in Novem-
ber 2003 to plan an attack on the
embassy following an August
bombing on the same building
that killed 18 people. Al-Zargawi
has also been accused of carrying
out the August bombing.

major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,381 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 1,049 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

M No deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

B Army Spc. Rocky D.
Payne, 26, Howell, Utah; killed
‘Wednesday when an explosive
detonated near his vehicle in
I.raq, assigned to the 497th

ment after a reported
that Jordanian Raed Mansour
al-Banna carried out the bombing

Company, 44th

Associated Press reporter Dale Gavlak
contributed to this story from Amman,

Corps Support Battalion, 1st
Corps Support Command, Fort
Lewis, Wash.

Kuwait accident injures 2 Gls

KUWAIT CITY — A vehicle accident

s killed one Kuwaiti and injured two
American soldiers, the U.S. military said in
a statement Sunday.

The statement said the accident oc-
curred Thursday near Camp Arifjan, a
major logistics base for American forces
south of Kuwait City, capital of this small
oil-rich U.S. ally.

U.S. military spokesman Capt. David
Tippet provided no details on how the acci-
dent happened, saying only it was not be-
lieved to be terror-related.

Straw links invasion, democracy

LONDON — British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw said Sunday that the invasion
of Iraq is at least partly responsible for
democratic changes taking place else-
where in the Middle East.

He said the toppling of Saddam Hussem
and Iraqi elections this January ap
to have had some impact in Egypt, whi h
recently announced it will hold its first
multi-candidate presidential election, and
Lebanon, where popular demonstrations
forced the resignation of the country’s
pro-Syrian government.

“It will be for historians to judge” exact-
ly how much the events were linked, Straw
said.

From The Associated Press

Rumsfeld claims northern attack on Iraq
would have helped quash the insurgency

BY SIOBHAN MCDONOUGH
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The level of insurgen-
cy in postwar Iraq wouldn’t be so high if
the U.S.-led coalition had been able to in-
vade from the north, through Turkey, De-
fense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said
Sunday.

Rumsfeld told “Fox News Sunday” that
if the United States had able to get its 4th
Infantry Division into northern Iraq
through Turkey, more of Saddam’s
Baathist regime would have been captured
or killed, diminishing the insurgency.

U.S. forces had to enter Iraq from the
south, so by the time Baghdad was taken,
much of Saddam’s military and intelli-
gence services had dissipated into the
northern cities, Rumsfeld said.

“They’re still, in a number of instances,
still active,” he said.

As Iraqi security forces develop, Rums-
feld said, they will take increasing responsi-
bility and the insurgency will diminish

&4 So far, we've only used
in Iraq and
Afghanistan something
like 40 percent of the
Guard and Reserve.
1t’s not like
everything’s been
used up. 9y

Donald H. Rumsfeld

Defense secretary

over time. He estimated current Iraqi secu-
rity forces at more than 145,000.

US. forces in Iraq are being reduced
from 153,000 to 137,000 or 140,000, Rums-
feld said, although it’s possible more securi-
ty will have to be put into place when new
elections take place next year.

Rumsfeld told ABC’s “This Week” that

at least 30 projects are under way to re-
duce stress on U.S. forces. For example, he
said, a new national security personnel sys-
tem allows for the use of fewer military
people in civilian positions, and the Penta-
gon is rebalancing the active force with the
reserve component.

“So far, we've only used in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan something like 40 percent of the
Guard and Reserve,” he said. “It’s not like
everything’s been used up.”

Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told NBC’s “Meet the
Press” that the all-volunteer force is “work-
ing marvelously.”

“I've served in the draft force, I've
served in the volunteer force,” he said.
“The American public should not be at all
confused about the volunteer force and
how well it’s performed.”

On Fox, Rumsfeld defended his “old Eu-
rope” characterization of nations such as
France and Germany that opposed U.S. pol-
icy in Iraq.

“I don’t think it was a stunning com-
ment, and it cenamly wasn’'t in any way
denigrating anything.”
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Military comes to aid in rainy Afghanistan

Troops launch rescue efforts as
torrential rains spark flooding

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghani-
stan — To recent arrivals, it
might seem as if there are only
two types of weather in Afghani-
stan: rain and the brief periods be-
tween rain.

But the new millennium hadn’t
delivered much in the way of pre-
cipitation to Afghanistan until
this winter. Then the snow came.
Then, with the warmer weather
came steady rain.

“Traditionally, the rain season
doesn’t stop until the first part of
May,” said Air Force Capt. Laura
Maddin, the officer in charge of

the weather detachment at
Bagram Air Base.
The weather already has

caused massive problems across
the country. Servicemembers
made dozens of humanitarian mis-
sions during the winter, dropping
food to those cut off by snow or
blocked roads.

Spring, which started Sunday,
isn’t off to a good start either.

An Associated Press report Sun-
day said more than 200 were miss-
ing after days of torrential rains
have sparked floods. The con-
firmed death toll from flooding
stood at 24. That’s in spite of a res-
cue effort by U.S. forces on Fri-
day that saved at least dozens —
and perhaps hundreds — of resi-
dents trapped by rising waters in
western Afghanistan.

Much of the country’s soil is
composed of clay and doesn’t ab-
sorb water quickly.

During the recent dry years,
many people have moved into
areas susceptible to flooding. U.S.
bases, except for some muddy
areas, have generally fared well.

Bagram Air Base, at an eleva-
tion of about 4,900 feet, has re-
corded 2.79 inches of rain so far
in March and 3.92 inches in Feb-
ruary — 1% inches above aver-
age, Maddin said. And, with 10
days left in March, the total was
just short of the monthly average.
Bases at lower elevations have re-

ported no major problems.

“There are some bases which
are technically in a flood plain,”
said Lt. Col. Kevin Kille, civil-mili-
tary operations officer for Com-
bined/Joint Task Force-76. “But
we don’t see any danger at this
point.”

Kille, a planner for the Dela-
ware Emergency Management
Agency in his civilian life, and a
team of other military experts
spend a good deal of time plan-
ning for the worst.

“Essentially, we monitor the
conditions for flooding and re-
spond to their effects,” he said.

Kille estimates that U.S. forces
conduct some kind of humanitari-
an assistance every day. A lot of it
lately has to do with the weather.
But he said coalition forces only
get involved in disaster opera-
tions when the Afghan govern-
ment and United Nations can’t
handle a situation.

U.S. aid often involves provid-
ing air lift or ground transporta-
tion. Coalition members also
meet with Afghan government of-
ficials during their regular disas-
ter planning
meetings.
who

relief meth-
ods in five
foreign coun-
tries,  said
he’d like to
do the same

Flooding
and mudslides can pose another
danger in a country rife with land
mines. Weather might be able to
put them in places once thought
safe.

“That concern does exist,” said
Maj. Chris Doniec, engineer plan-
ner for CJTF-76. “But 1 don’t
think it makes Afghanistan any
more dangerous than it already

* Donicc said trying to figure out
how many land mines might be

Rain in the last couple of days has left Bagram Air Base in

MICHAEL ABRAMS/Stars and Stripes

Weather
patterns
are hard
to track

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Af-
ghanistan — How does re-

cent precipitation — both

snow and rain

with other penods in Afghan

history?

Capt. Laura Maddin, the
officer in charge of the Air
Force weather detachment
in Bagram, said it’s hard to

tell.
The Tal-
iban
com-
pared
meteo-

were in power, she said.

Some records have been

found in Kabul and the mili-

tary is currently using those
— adjusted somewhat for
the lower altitude in Bagram

— as a basis for historical av-

Kevin

‘wet and muddy. But unlike other areas of the country, there is no
danger of flooding at U.S. military posts.

shifted by flooding and mudslides
is an impossible task. But he
thinks it’s likely that at least some
have moved into areas once
thought cleared.

“Four inches of water, if it's
moving fast enough, will knock a
person off his feet,” he said. “So
it'll certainly move a land mine.”

Doniec said there’s also the pos-
sibility that mud could cover land

mines that once could be easily
seen — and avoided.

So while those on base mind
their steps trying to avoid mud

puddles, servicemembers
throughout the country are told to
always pay attention to their sur-
roundings — whether it’s raining
or not.

| Kent Harris at:
2 farrls.

ry
ficer for CJTF-76, said coun
tries in Southwest Asia his-

Kille

torically suffer through five
to seven years of drought

every few decades.

Military officials also hear

comments from local resi-

dents about the weather

from time to time.

“We've

heard from some that when
the Taliban left, they took
the drought with them,”
Kille said.

— Kent Harris

Afghan parliamentary elections set

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The much-delayed parliamenta-
ry elections in Afghanistan will be held Sept. 18, election
officials said Sunday, the next key step toward democracy
after a quarter century of war.

Presidential and parliamentary elections were initially
scheduled for June last year, but both were delayed be-
cause of the slow pace of preparations and efforts to dis-
arm warlords and militia commanders who the United Na-
tions’ feared would intimidate voters.

The presidential elections were held in October, but the
legislative ballot was postponed until May, and then again
to September because of what President Hamid Karzai
called “technical problems” and lack of an accurate cen-
sus. On Sunday, election board chairman Bismillah Bismil
gave the specific date for the vote.

After consulting the government and political parties,
“we came to the decision to hold the polling on Sept. 18,”
the election commission said in a statement. “It will pro-
vide Afghans the opportunity to choose their representa-
tives.”

The much-delayed vote will select provincial councils
as well as the lower house of parliament.

Parliamentary elections are supposed to complete a po-
litical process agreed in Bonn, Germany, after U.S. and al-
lied Afghan forces drove out the Taliban in late 2001 for
harboring al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden.

adopted a new in January last
year and elected Karzai president in the October ballot.

In a visit to Kabul this month, Secretary of State Condc
leezza Rice said the United States would support Afghani-
stan as it prepares for the vote.

“We will stand by the Afghan people as they go through
the next stage in their democratic development, the parlia-
‘mentary elections that will take place this fall. We look for-
ward to continuing to help in the reconstruction of Afghani-
stan,” she said.

an 25 million,
thotgh there has been no reliable census since decades of
war led to flight by millions. Many have returned since fall
of Taliban. There are 10.5 million registered voters within
Afghanistan, about 740,000 refugees in Pakistan, and
400,000-600,000 refugees in Iran. Just over 40 percent reg-
istered in Afghanistan are women.

AP

A worker carries a wheelbarrow inside the main hall of the
old Afghan Parliament that was heavily damaged during the
civil war, and is now under reconstruction in Kabul,
Afghanistan, on Sunday. Afghanistan will hold its delayed
parliamentary elections on Sept. 18.
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Australians
protest new
deployment
for [raq war

The Associated Press

SYDNEY, Australia — Thou-
sands of anti-war protesters ral-
lied Sunday on the second anni-
versary of the Australia-backed
invasion of Iraq and against the
government’s recent decision to
double the number of its troops in
the war-torn nation.

Prime Minister John Howard
sent 2,000 troops to support the
U.S.-led invasion, but soon with-
drew all but about 300. In Febru-
ary, the government announced it
would deploy another 450 to pro-
tect Japanese military engineers
working in Iraq’s south.

The additional deployment has
been widely criticized. A poll last
week said 55 percent of Austra-
lians oppose the move, while 37
percent support it.

Despite the opposition, Prime
Minister John Howard said he
stood by his decision.

“In the long-run, the Middle
East will be a more democratic, a
‘more stable place and people will
be given the opportunity to live
their lives in freedom,” he said.

Among the speakers at a rally
in Sydney was Mamdouh Habib,
an Australian released from U.S.
detention at Guantanamo Bay in
January, more than three years
after his arrest in Pakistan. U.S.
authorities had alleged that he
helped trained those responsible
for the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in
the United States. But he was re-
leased without being charged.

Hundreds of people also rallied
in the cities of Perth and Ade-

laide. Many held pictures of dead
Tragi civilians.

Opposition Labor Party leader
Kim Beazley said Australia
shouldn’t send more troops to
Iraq because it had “done its fair
share.”

CHARLIE COONStars and Stripes

Dr. (Capt.) Matthew J. Carter, held Qais Abbas, better known as Abba-
si, earlier this month. Carter, a pediatrician at the Capt. John Teal
Medical Facility at Forward Operating Base Warhorse in Baqouba, Iraq,
was trying to get approval for Abbasi to be flown to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center in Washington, D.C., for treatment.
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Sick Iraqi boy dies
before he could go
to America for care

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

BAQOUBA, Traq — A sick
Iraqi boy being treated by U.S.
soldiers pending permission for
medical care in the United States
died early Sunday in a Baghdad
military hospital.

Qais Abbas, known as Abbasi,
turned 3 on March 10 at the Teal
Medical Facility at Forward Oper-
ating Base Warhorse in Bagouba.
A few days later he was flown to
Baghdad for treatment at the 86th
Combat Support Hospital. Using
equipment found in storage, doc-
tors there diagnosed him as hav-
ing visceral leishmaniasis, an im-
mune-deficiency disease contract-
ed by the bite of an infected sand
fly.

Permission for Abbasi to be
taken to Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center in Washington, D.C.,
for treatment was being pursued
through diplomatic and military
channels, according to Dr. (Capt.)
Matthew Carter of Company C,
203rd Forward Support Battalion,
which operates the Teal clinic.

Carter had flown with the boy
to Baghdad. On March 14, Abbasi
was flown by helicopter from
Baghdad to the nearby air base at
Balad for what was believed to be
a flight to Washington, Carter
said.

But when it was discovered
that approval had not yet been
granted, the boy was refurned to
Baghdad the next day.

“There was a paperwork
mix-up,” Carter said a few days
later. “It probably happens when
one division is transferring a tank

to another division. Nobody really
knows who the tank belongs to.”

Abbasi was the grandson of a
local sheik at a village near
Bagouba. The sheik had been
friendly with U.S. forces.

The sick boy was first noticed
by 2nd Lt. Christopher Hale of
Company A, 2nd Battalion, 34th
Armored Regiment, while Hale
was working in the sheik’s vil-
lage. Hale brought the boy’s con-
dition to the attention of his com-
pany’s medic.

The boy, who had already been
treated in Iraqi medical facilities,
was brought in late February to
the Teal clinic at FOB Warhorse.

“It got started with the soldier
on the ground,” said Lt. Col.
Oscar J. Hall, commander of the
2-34. “[Hale] felt we could do
more, that we could make a differ-
ence in this boy’s life.”

Among those wanting to help
the boy was the mother of the late
Capt. John R. Teal, who was
killed in action in Bagouba and
for whom the Teal Medical Facili-
ty is named, and Frances Mayo,
the president of Operation AC
Inc., a Delaware-based nonprofit
organization. The two pledged to
pay for Abbasi’s transport to
Washington if the government
turned down the request.

Mayo said she learned about
Abbasi in an article on the Stars
and Stripes Web site.

“I called [Mrs. Teal] ... and
asked her if she wanted me to
help this kid,” Mayo wrote in an
e-mail to Stars and Stripes. “We
want to do this in Captain Teal’s
name.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Iraq invasion anniversary brings out protesters

BY SAM DOLNICK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Anti-war activists
marched in the streets of American cities
big and small Saturday, stopping traffic
and lying down alongside flag-draped card-
board coffins to mark the second anniversa-
Ty of the start of the war in Iraq.

Some of the demonstrators were arrest-
ed in New York as they demanded that
U.S. troops be brought home.

“This country was founded by acts of
civil disobedience,” said David McRey-
nolds, 75, of New York, as he marched
along 42nd Street. “We have an obligation
to make our resistance public and to say as
clearly as we can that the war is illegal.”

In San Francisco, hundreds of protesters
rallied in Dolores Park in the city’s Mis-
sion district, holding up posters with photo-
graphs of dead American soldiers. The pro-
testers then marched to City Hall for anoth-
er rally.

One protester dressed up like the hood-
ed Iragi prisoner in the famous photo
taken of detainee abuse at Baghdad’s Abu
Ghraib prison. The woman was surround-
ed by others wearing masks of President
Bush, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice

and Secretary of Defense Donald Rums-
feld, who were dancing to the song “Shout”
by the Isley Brothers.

“This is a war of aggression,” said Ed Mc-
Manus, 54, a Vietnam War veteran. “Bush
has admitted by his actions and his deeds
that he is a war criminal.”

Organizers encouraged civility at rallies
in the city, where protests just after the
war began were among the most vocal and
angry in the country, with thousands of ar-
rests and frequent conflicts between police
and demonstrators.

Police wearing helmets and armed with
batons lined the streets Saturday, but they
reported no disturbances.

Across Europe, tens of thousands of pro-
testers also packed streets and public
parks to protest the war. In England,
45000 people marched from London’s
Hyde Park past the American Embassy to
Trafalgar Square, while an estimated
15,000 people — some carrying signs read-
ing “Murderer Bush, get out” — marched
in Turkey.

Hundreds in New York listened to
anti-war speeches at the United Nations,
then marched along 42nd Street to Times
Square, where police penned them in on a
sidewalk.

ST. AUGUSTINE (FLA) RECORD/AP
Anti-war protesters marking the second anniversary of the start of the war in Iraq make
their way down St. George Street in St. Augustine, Fla., on Saturday.

An anti-war rally organized in part by N.C.— home to more than 40,000 soldiers.

veterans and military families drew about  Demonstrators said they hoped it would
3,000 people to a park near Fort Bragg, build pressure to bring troops home.



PAGE 6

 STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Monday, March 21, 2005

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

LANDSTUHL, Germany —
After falling short of its recruiting
goal, the Army will “pull all the
stops out” to sign up more troops,
the service’s top civilian leader
said.

The Army is offering more in-
centives and boosting the number
of recruiters by one-third to en-
tice men and women to join the ac-
tive-duty Army, National Guard
and Reserve, Army Secretary
Francis J. Harvey said on Satur-
day.

The service missed its recruit-
ing mark by more than 27 percent
February. It is the first time in
nearly five years the regular
Army fell short of its monthly
goal.

“We’'re going to do some
out-of-the-box thinking,” Harvey
told Stars and Stripes. “But I'm
concerned. I'm kind of cautiously
optimistic in the (active-duty)
and very concerned about the (Na-
tional) Guard. But we’re not

going to give up.”

The secretary talked about re-
cruiting and various other issues
after meeting with wounded sol-

ed the hospital after wrapping up
an eight-day trip overseas that
also took him to Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Recruiting has become a top
priority for the Army as it tries to
bring in 80,000 new soldiers —
3,000 more recruits than last year
— by the end of this fiscal year in
September.

Signing up more troops will
largely fall on recruiters, who

PHOTOS BY TODD GOODMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Army Secretary Francis J. Harvey speaks with Sgt. Jacque Ballay, a Louisiana National Guard member who
was injured in Iraq. Ballay lost his left eye in the combat zone.

Harvey: Army to pull out
all stops to boost force

Army secretary discusses recruiting, reshaping the
service as he wraps up overseas tour at Landstuhl

Harvey awards the Purple Heart
to Sgt. 1st Class Carlos Chavez
Saturday at Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center in Germany.
Chavez, a Tennessee National
Guard member, operated with the
278th Military Intelligence Battal-
ion in Iraq. He was injured during
a mortar attack.

must convince men and women
to join even though violence in
Iraq has claimed more than 1,500
American lives.

They will have some help.

The number of recruiters will
rise from 9,000 to 12,000 in the
field, Harvey said. The Army also
will offer higher enlistment bo-
nuses to new recruits.

Although the war in Iraq has
hurt recruiting, Harvey noted
that retention in the ranks is high.

“The retention is a good story
and that’s important because it’s
end strength that counts” he
said. “It's a combination of re-
cruiting and retention.”

The Army’s efforts to reshape

its forces to better fight future
wars and conflicts will help keep
soldiers from leaving, Harvey
added. In the near future, sol-
diers should have a better idea
when they will deploy.

Under current plans, ac-
tive-duty units would be deployed
one year and stay home for two
years before deploying again. Na-
tional Guard troops would be de-
ployed for a year and then not de-
ploy for five, while Reserve sol-
diers would deploy for one year
and then stay home for at least
four years.

“We're migrating to that and
it's intense right now,” he said.
“But that will relieve the stress on
the force and the intention is to do
that in the next four years.”

Soldiers also will stay at bases
longer. Many troops and their
families move from base to base
every two to three years.

“So we can say to a family
you'll be at a certain base for
seven years,” Harvey said. “You
can plan on that. It's predictable.
The kids will be in school and you
can be a member of the local com-
munity.”

The predictability of deploy-
ments and longer tours at a home
base will also help recruiting, he
added, but the key to bringing in
more soldiers is convincing Amer-
icans the importance of military
service.

“We've got to emphasize the
value of service. I mean, we the
leaders, Congress, business peo-
ple have got to say, ‘Serving the
country is a noble thing to do. Pre-
serving the peace and freedom of
lhe country is a noble thing to

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

AAFES: Point-of-sale
processing downrange
eases late-billing hassle

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

DARMSTADT, Germany —
Credit and debit card processing
downrange is literally miles
ahead of where it was a year ago,
according to Army and Air Force
Exchange Service officials.

More  than percent of
AAFES facilities have
point-of-sale processing capabili-
ties now, ending potentially long
delays between purchases and ac-
count debits or charge card bills.

Grant Morris, the AAFES trea-
surer, said it used to take weeks
or months for credit and debit
card purchases to be processed
with the old “good faith” method.

The initial infrastructure only
allowed AAFES officials to copy
down card information and then
take it to the nearest processing
facility. In Iraq, that meant send-
ing receipts to Kuwait. Receipts
generated in Afghanistan were
processed in Germany.

Now that most AAFES stores
have point-of-sale capabilities,
those at remote sites without a
credit card swipe machine only
have to go a few miles to the near-
est location to process the sales.

Morris said this means funds
for purchases are either collected
at the time of purchase or days
later, easing headaches for some
troops who may have forgotten
about past purchases.

In one of the more extreme
cases, the Cravens family was sur-
prised when $500 was deducted
from their account more than
year after a purchase was made
in Iraq.

It took awhile for Sgt. Rebecca
Cravens’ husband to

Iraq, 13 months ago, Cravens
wrote in an e-mail to Stars and
Stripes.

Cravens only noticed the
money taken out of their account
when she was trying to balance
her checkbook.

As a word of advice, Cravens
suggests troops pay close atten-
tion to their account activity and
always keep enough to pay for
purchases — even if they were
made months before.

“I felt T should warn others be-
cause I've seen how people spend
their money after they return
home,” Cravens wrote in the
e-mail earlier this month. “If we
had spent our savings from Iraq
like we really wanted to we would
have been in a lot of trouble.”

Morris said this incident is un-
usual and could have been a case
of the receipt falling through the
cracks for a while. Though he
said he was sorry that it took so
long to take the funds out, the
money was still owed to AAFES.

“If ‘there’s any issue like this
again with a major delay, we will
notify the customer in advance,”
Morris said during a telephone in-
terview from the United States on

Tuesday.
He also noted that before there
were credit card machines,

AAFES kept signs up as remmd-
ers that it could take a while be-
fore purchases cleared.

Now, only the most remote
sites have to  worry about these de-
lays in paying for AAFES mer-
chandise.

However, that may change
soon. Morris said AAFES is look-
ing into getting satellite capabili-
ties for these camps within the
next year so bills can be pro-

making alarge purchase while de-
ployed to Camp

cessed i
E-mail Jessica Inigo at:
£-may) Jessica ini 4

Harley-Davidson 5k i

Iraq

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

From left, Capt. Richard Newell of Company A, 203rd Forward Support
Battalion; Master Sgt. Michael Johnson of Headquarters Company, 3rd
Brigade Combat Team; and Pfc. Jeremy Fralla of Company A, 467th
Engineers Battalion, run in the Harley-Davidson 5k Saturday at Forward
Operating Base Warhorse in Bagouba, Iraq. More than 180 soldiers
took part in the run in Bagouba. The fastest runner was Spc. Mark
Shaheer of Company B, 203rd Forward Support Battalion, who cov-
ered the race route in 17 minutes, 42 seconds. The race started at 6
p.m. in Iraq, at the same moment that a 10 a.m. motorcycle rally
kicked off in Columbus, Ga., where the 3rd Brigade Combat Team is
headquartered at Fort Stewart. Money was raised through raffle sales
and was donated to the Friends of the Sledgehammer Brigade Associa-
tion, which pays for unit morale events.
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Qatar blames fatal bomb blast on Egyptian

Security personnel inspect the site of an explosion at the Doha Players

Theater, in Doha, Qatar, on Sunday. Police searched for clues Sunday amid the

wreckage caused by Saturday night’s car bomb attack on a Doha theater
popular with Westerners. One Briton was killed; 12 others were injured.

BY JABER AL-HARMI
The Associated Press

DOHA, Qatar — Qatar on Sunday blamed an
Egyptian for a suicide car bomb attack on a
Doha theater that killed one Briton, days after
an al-Qaida leader purportedly called for at-
tacks on Western interests in the Gulf region as
Iraq marks the second anniversary of the
U.S.-led invasion.

After Saturday’s blast, the largely European
audience reportedly streamed out of the hall in
the midst of the performance, a rendition of
Shakespeare’s “Twelfth Night.”

Qatari authorities identified the charred body
of a suicide bomber inside a vehicle as Omar
Ahmed Abdullah Ali, an Egyptian who also
owned the car used to carry out the 9:15 p.m. at-
tack on the Doha Players Theater in the north-
ern suburb of Farek Kelab.

Twelve others, including six Qataris, a Brit-
on, Eritrean and Somali, were injured in the
blast and later released from the hospital, Qa-
tari officials said.

The bombing occurred on the second anniver-
sary of the U.S.-led invasion in Iraq, although it
was unclear if the two events were linked. Saleh

al-Aoofi, who purportedly heads al-Qaida in the
Gulf region, urged militants this week to attack
Westerners in Qatar and several other coun-
tries.

Nobody claimed responsibility for the attack
on the theater, which is popular with Western-
ers and close to the Doha English Speaking
School.

The British Foreign Office confirmed a Brit-
ish citizen had died and said British authorities
were assisting Qatar in the bombing investiga-
tion. Ten of 12 people injured have been re-
leased from hospital.

Americans were among the large number of
foreigners in the theater audience, but none
were believed to have been injured, U.S. Embas-
sy spokeswoman Patricia Kabra said.

The American school and several other inter-
national schools in Doha closed on Sunday, a
regular working day in the Gulf, awaiting news
of the investigation, Kabra said.

The Interior Ministry said the explosion “was
the result of a criminal operation carried out”
by Ali who detonated his car bomb from behind
a brick wall close to the theater, which is locat-
ed in a compound. The blast set alight wooden
buildings in the compound, while the main the-
ater building suffered slight damage.

BY ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press

BEIJING — U.S. Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice suggested
Sunday that European govern-
ments are irresponsible if they
sell sophisticated weaponry to
China that

might  one
day be used
against U.S.
forces in the
Pacific.
(Coolmaxa T-shiks, Socks & Underwea ot s the
-ghits, ear i
“Soecisily designed for miltary personnel glml‘ed .
ates, o
www.swealiloul.com Europe, that
+H610-2712-5040 i

is
the Pacific,”
Rice  said.
She spoke in
Seoul, the penultimate stop on her
weeklong tour of Asia, before fly-
ing to Beijing.

South Korea, Japan and the
United States are all Pacific pow-
ers and all contribute resources
to keep the Asia-Pacific region sta-
ble, Rice said.

‘The European Union may soon

Rice

@ BumLy lh lift an arms embargo on China
SRR = 2 g it that was imposed after the deadly
Vs B Mﬂ\- i

1989 crackdown on pro-democra-
cy protesters in Tiananmen
Square. Lifting the embargo
would allow sale of technology
and weapons that China badly
wants to modernize its creaky mil-
itary. China has recently gone on
a military spending spree that
Rice said concerns the United
States.

“The European Union should
do nothing to contribute,” to the
possibility that Chinese forces
might turn European technology
on Americans, Rice said after

Rice: European nations
irresponsible if they sell
weaponry to Chinese

meetings with the South Korean
president and foreign minister.

Rice has earlier said that Chi-
na’s recent statements about a
possible invasion of Taiwan
should give the Europeans pause.
China passed a law this month
codifying its intention to use mili-
tary force against Taiwan should
the island declare formal indepen-
dence.

Rice said she would raise U.S.
objections to the Taiwan develop-
ment with Chinese officials in two
days of talks, along with
Jong-standing concerns over Chi-
nese human rights practices and
violations of intellectual property
rights.

Rice will also ask China for
more help to persuade commu-
nist North Korea to return to inter-
national nuclear disarmament
talks.

In London, British Foreign Sec-
retary Jack Straw said Sunday
the threat of China using military
force if Taiwan formally declares
independence has clouded pros-
pects for lifting a European
Union arms embargo on the main-
land.

“Politically there are problems
and these problems have actually
got more difficult rather than less
difficult, not least because there
hasn’t been much movement by
China in respect of human
rights,” Straw told Britain’s ITV
network.

“And for their own reasons
they decided to pass this new law
authorizing the use of force in the
event of Taiwan seceding,” h
said. “So it’s created quite a diffi-
cult political environment.”

Pope appears briefly on Palm Sunday

Pope John Paul Il waves an olive branch as he appears at the window of
his studio overlooking St. Peter's Square at the Vatican at the end of a
solemn ceremony to mark the Roman Catholic’s Palm Sunday. The
pope made a brief but silent appearance after missing his first Palm
Sunday Mass in 26 years as pontiff. Palm Sunday commemorates
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and marks the beginning of Holy Week.

Blair to face opposition for Parliament seat

LONDON — The father of a British soldier killed in Iraq announced
Sunday that he plans to challenge Prime Minister Tony Blair for his
seat in Parliament.

Reg Keys, 52, said he would run as an independent in Blair’s home
district of Sedgefield, in northeastern England, in national elections ex-
pected in May.

“P'm coming for you, Mr. Blair, but I'm going to do it in a civilized
way,” Keys said in a news conference at the London studio of music
producer Brian Eno. “I want to get the troops brought safely home. Get
them out and replace them with U.N. peacekeeping forces.”

Blair has faced tough domestic opposition to his decision to join the
U.S.-led war, particularly within his governing Labour Party.

Keys, a former ambulance driver, said he was motivated by the
deaths of his son, Thomas, 20, and other young people in Iraq.

“How does [Blair] think those families of dead Iraqis feel? How does
he think I felt when I dressed my son for his funeral, combed his beau-
tiful blond hair and tried to avert my vision from the side of his face
that had been blown off?” Keys said.

From The Associated Press
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fighters check on the safety of residents
on Genkai island on Sunday after an earth-
quake struck off the coast of southern Japan.
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Southern Japan rocked by quake

Magnitude-7.0 temblor responsible for 1 death, at least 400 injuries

BY SHIZUO KAMBAYASHI
The Associated Press

FUKUOKA, Japan — A powerful magni-
tude-7.0 earthquake jolted southern Japan
on Sunday, killing an elderly woman, injur-
ing at least 400 people, and prompting au-
thorities to evacuate half the residents of a
tiny island near the epicenter.

Authorities issued a tsunami warning
that was later canceled.

The temblor, which hit west of Kyushu
Island at 10:53 am., was centered about
5'/2 miles below the seabed, Japan’s meteo-
rological agency said. Aftershocks fol-
lowed — at least one a moderate magni-
tude-4.2 tremor — and the agency’s Masa-
hiro Yamamoto warned of more after-
shocks measuring up to magnitude-6.0.

A magnitude-7.0 quake can potentially
devastate heavily populated areas. But Sun-
day’s temblor didn’t directly hit the archi-

pelago, and injuries and damage were mini-
mized by Japan’s quake-safe buildings and
disaster-prepared population.

The worst damage occurred nearest the
quake’s epicenter, on Genkai island, where
the shaking touched off landslides and lev-
eled homes. About 120 Japanese troops
flew to the island to offer food and medical
aid, and to help evacuate more than 400 of
the 850 residents to neighboring Kyushu.

Those evacuees joined some 1,500 oth-
ers in temporary shelters in Fukuoka pre-
fecture.

In Fukuoka, 560 miles southwest of
Tokyo, water and gas pipes burst, and hun-
dreds of homes reported power outages. The
tremors set off landslides in parts of Fukuo-
ka, Saga and Nagasaki prefectures, and trig-
gered a safety mechanism that halted local
and bullet train services in Fukuoka.

A 75-year-old woman died after a sec-
tion of a stone wall fell on her, a Fukuoka

prefectural government spokesman said
on the condition of anonymity.

At least 400 people injured by the quake,
most in Fukuoka and Saga prefectures,
were treated at hospitals, public broadcast-
er NHK reported. Most of the injured were
struck by toppling cabinets, items falling
off shelves or shattered glass, or burned by
a cooking stove, the network said.

Fukuoka prefectural government’s Web
site counted 107 injuries, 15 of them seri-
ous. Ten people in neighboring Saga prefec-
ture were injured, a prefectural govern-
ment official said on the condition of ano-
nymity.

The initial jolt lasted about 30 seconds.

Minutes after the shaking began, the
agency warned of the possibility of 20-inch
tsunamis, and authorities cautioned resi-
dents near the water to move to higher
ground. But an hour after the quake, the
agency said there was no danger of a tsuna-
mi.

At least 30 killed at
shrine in Pakistan

BY NASEER KAKAR
The Associated Press

QUETTA, Pakistan — Investi-
gators on Sunday sought clues
into a bombing that tore through
a gathering of thousands at a Shi-
ite Muslim shrine in southwest-
ern Pakistan, killing 30 people
and wounding 20, officials said.

The bomb went off at 10:
p.m. on Saturday, hitting devo-
tees as they were taking supper at
the shrine in Fatehpur village,
210 miles south of Quetta, during
an annual commemoration of a re-
vered Shiite saint.

Police puzzled over the motive
for the attack on the event, attend-
ed by both Shiite and Sunni Mus-
lims, as well as minority Hindus.
Officials said it could have been
sectarian or the result of a person-
al dispute over control of the
shrine.

The blast left a 2-foot-deep cra-
ter and a scene of bloody carnage
— and added to security woes in

restive Baluchistan province, hit
last week by fighting between gov-
ernment forces and renegade
tribesmen.

There was no claim of responsi-
bility for the attack, or immediate
indication it was linked to the trib-
al rebellion.

Provincial police chief
Chaudhry Mohammed ~Yagoob
said investigators believed the
blast was caused by a time bomb
packed with about seven pounds
of explosive and ruled out an ini-
tial theory it was a suicide attack.
He said the bomb went off in a
crowded area, and four or five bod-
ies were burned and mutilated.

Shoaib  Nausherwani, —Bal-
uchistan’s home minister, citing
the latest police report, said 30
people were killed and 20 injured.

However, the shrine’s caretak-
er, Syed Sadiq Shah, put the
death toll at 44.

Yaqoob said police were ques-
tioning some people but none of
them was believed to be a sus-
pect.

Subway staff members at Kasumigaseki subway station observe a silent prayer on Sunday as Japan marked
the 10th anniversary of sarin nerve-gas attacks by the Aum Shinrikyo cult in 1995. In the doomsday cult’s
terrorist attack, 12 people were killed and more than 5,500 others were injured.

Somber ceremonies in Japan mark
10th anniversary of sarin gas attack

Mussolini’s granddaughter appeals election bid

MILAN, Italy — Alessandra Mussolini, the granddaughter of Ita-
ly’s fascist dictator, on Saturday appealed a court decision blocking
her from running in a regional election next mon

Mussolini, a deputy in the European Parliament, was prohibited
from running in the Lazio region’s April 3-4 ballot because of hun-
dreds of alleged fake voter signatures on the list of her party, the
right-wing Social Alternative.

Mussolini went on a five-day hunger strike to protest the lower
court ruling, which was upheld Friday by an appeals court in Rome.

She annotnced Saturday that she had filed an appeal in the na-
tion’s top administrative court, according to news wire reports.

Huge shark tears man in half off Australia coast

CANBERRA, Australia — Authorities were hunting Sunday for a
20-foot shark that tore a man in half as he snorkeled off Australia’s
west coast, an official said.

Geoffrev Brazier, the skipper of a pleasure cruiser, was snorkeling
with two tourists when he was attacked Saturday. He died instantly off
the Abrolhos Islands, about 250 miles north of the Western Australia
state capital, Perth, pollce said. No one else was injured.

n air and sea search of the area 37 miles west of the coastal town
of Geraldton on Sunday failed to find the shark or human remains.
From The Associated Press

BY KOMAKO AKAI
The Associated Press

TOKYO — Government offi-
cials, railway personnel and survi-
vors on Sunday marked the 10th
anniversary of a Japanese dooms-
day cult’s nerve gas attack on a
Tokyo subway, offering silent
prayers and laying flowers at a
station for the victims.

At 8 am., about 25 officials
bowed to observe a moment of si-
lence at a subway station near Ja-
pan’s government offices district
— one of the Aum Shinrikyo cult’s
targets. They doffed their caps,
prayed and left bouquets at a tem-
porary altar for the 12 people
killed and 5,000 others hospital-
ized in the attack.

Prime Minister Junichiro Koi-
zumi and other government offi-
cials also visited the station to
pray before the altar, and survi-
vors and families of those killed

later put flowers below a memori-
al plaque.

On March 20, 1995, five mem-
bers of the Aum Shinrikyo cult
puncmred plastic bags filled with
sarin nerve gas during morning
rush hour.

The attack — Japan’s most
shocking act of urban terrorism
— shattered the country’s image
as alow-crime haven, prompted a
police crackdown on the cult, and
led to tougher security measures
at railway stations and airports.

Many of the survivors still suf-
fer from headaches and breath-
ing problems, or are too sick to
work. Survivors and their support-
ers have pressed the government
for compensation, pointing to
Washington’s decision to set up a
fund for families of Americans
killed in the Sept. 11, 2001, terror
attacks in the United States.

“We have no idea where or
when this kind of attack might

happen. To prevent a recurrence,
we have to take steps to be fully
prepared,” Koizumi said.

Tatsuhide Nojiri, who was chief
of one of the railway stations at-
tacked, said he can’t forget the
horrors of that day.

“Even now I remember it so
vividly. Frankly, I'd rather not
talk about it,” he said.

Shizue Tdkdhdshl whose hus-
band was one of two subway per-
sonnel killed, said she and others
had received nothing from the
government.

“In the past decade, victims
and their families have been left
behind. We want the government
to qulckly take steps to help sarin
victims,” she said.

Thirteen Aum members, includ-
ing the former leader Shoko Asaha-
ra, have been sentenced to death
for the attack and other crimes.
None have yet been executed. Asa-
hara and others have appealed
their sentences to higher courts.
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Canadian health care
free — if you can wait

BY BETH DUFF-BROWN
The Associated Press

TORONTO — A letter from the Moncton
Hospital to a New Brunswick heart patient
in need of an electrocardiogram said the
appointment would be in three months. It
added: “If the person named on this com-
puter-generated letter is deceased, please
accept our sincere apologies.”

The patient wasn’t dead, according to
the doctor who showed the letter to The As-
sociated Press on condition of anonymity.
But there are many Canadians who claim
the long wait for the test and the frigid for-
mality of the letter are indicative of a
health system badly in need of emergency
care.

Americans who flock to Canada for
cheap flu shots often come away impressed
at the free and first-class medical care
available to Canadians, rich or poor. But
tell that to hospital administrators constant-
ly having to cut staff for lack of funds, or to
the mother whose teenager was advised
she would have to wait up to three years for
surgery to repair a torn knee ligament.

“It’s like somebody’s telling you that you
can buy this car, and you've paid for the
car, but you can't have it right now,” said
Jane Pelton.

Rather than leave daughter Emily in
pain and a knee brace, the Ottawa family
opted to pay $3,300 for arthroscopic sur-
gery at a private clinic in Vancouver, with
10 help from the government.

The average Canadian family pays
about 48 percent of its income in taxes
each year, partly to fund the health care
system. Rates vary from province to prov-
ince, but Ontario, the most populous,
spends roughly 40 percent of every tax dol-
lar on health care, according to the Canadi-
an Taxpayers Federation.

The system is going broke, says the fed-
eration, which campaigns for tax reform
and private enterprise in health care.

It calculates that at present rates, Ontar-
io will be spending 85 percent of its budget
on health care by 2035.

The federal government and vmually
every province acknowledge there’s a cri-
sis: a lack of physicians and nurses,
state-of-the-art equipment and funding. In
Ontario, more than 10,000 nurses and hos-
pital workers are facing layoffs over the
next two years unless the provincial gov-
ernment boosts funding, says the Ontario
Hospital Association, which represents
health care providers in the province.

In 1984 Parliament passed the Canada
Health Act, which affirmed the federal
government’s commitment to provide
mostly free health care to all, including the
200,000 immigrants arriving each year.

The system is called Medicare (no rela-
tion to Medicare in the United States).

However, the delays in the system can
be frustrating.

Dr. Brian Day, an
English-born arthro-
scopic surgeon, found-
ed Cambie Surgery
Center in Vancouver,
British Columbia.

He says he got so
frustrated at the long
delays to book surger-
ies at the public hospi-
tals in Vancouver that
he built his own pri-
vate clinic. A leading
advocate for reform,
he testified last June before the Supreme
Court in a landmark appeal against a Que-
bec ruling upholding limits on private care
and insurance.

A ruling on the case is expected any
time.

Meanwhile, an estimated 4 million of
Canada’s 33 million people don’t have fami-
ly physicians and more than 1 million are
on waiting lists for treatment, according to
the Canadian Medical Association.

Day

More Americans moving to Mexico

The Dallas Morning News

MEXICO CITY — The day after the U.S.
presidential election, Jim and Joan Mark-
er left for a scheduled vacation in San
Miguel de Allende, central Mexico.

Now they've decided they’d like to live
there permanently.

The Alabama couple are among the
many United States citizens who have
been going south, for adventure or a new
life. The decades-long trend has gathered
steam in recent years, statistics show, and
Mexico is undergoing a sustained Ameri-
canization, with Americans buying more
property, seeking permanent residency
and congregating in enclaves that seem
like home abroad.

The U.S. State Department estimates
that the number of Americans in Mexico
has increased from about 200,000 a decade
ago to between 600,000 and 1 million
today.

“Fifty percent of my clients are Ameri-

e e

cans,” said Enrique Riquelme, owner of
the ReMax real estate firm in Playa del
Carmen, a town near Cancun that once
was a haven for youthful Europeans.

“The people who are buying here are
three or four years away from retirement
.. although there are also a lot of younger
people coming — 38 to 40 years old — look-
ing for a place to rest or get out of the

1d.”

Analysts say the influx of Americans is
fueled by such factors as a lower cost of liv-
ing, more affordable housing, warm weath-
er, amore relaxed pace of life and a differ-
ent political atmosphere.

More than 76 million American baby
boomers are expected to reach retirement
age in the next 20 years, and 25 percent of
them have no health insurance or savings,
according to an AARP report.

A significant number of those future re-
tirees will likely be heading south, said Viv-
iana Rojas, a researcher at the University
of Texas in San Antonio.
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ian President Viktor Yushchenko, right, talks to his Russian counterpart Vladimir

Putin Saturday during their news conference in Kiev, Ukraine. Putin on Saturday launched
a tricky diplomatic foray into Ukraine, now under liberal management, after promising
European powers he would support pro-Western President Yushchenko.

Putin seeks to forge
ties with Ukraine

BY MARA D. BELLABY
The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Russian President
Vladimir Putin made a one-day
fence-mending trip to Ukraine on Saturday
to seek assurances that the country’s new
pro-Western government would not drive
the two former Soviet republics apart.

Putin flew to the Ukrainian capital from
Paris and met Ukrainian President Viktor
Yushchenko, who won the presidential
election in December after street protests
forced the reversal of an initial vote count
that gave victory to his pro-Kremlin oppo-
nent. It was Putin’s first visit to Ukraine
since the so-called “Orange Revolution.”

In Paris, President Jacques Chirac as-
sured Putin that Europe sought good rela-
tions with Moscow, and the Russian leader
had a similar message for Yushchenko.
‘Common interests demand solid partner-
ship, Putin said.

“During today’s meeting I was never left
with the feeling that our relationship has
problems,” Putin said. “There are ques-
tions, but we will resolve those in a work-
ing manner.”

Yushchenko said his goal was for
“Vladimir Putin and Russia to understand
that the new Ukrainian government is a re-
sponsible government, which will always
demonstrate honesty.”

Saturday’s brief visit was the second
meeting between the leaders. Yushchenko
traveled to the Kremlin a day after his inau-
guration, fulfilling a campaign promise to
preserve a good relationship with Russia
even as Ukraine seeks membership in the
European Union and NATO.

Ukraine also has about 1,600 troops in
Iraq, making it the fourth-largest contribu-
tor to the coalition and the largest among
non-NATO countries, though Yushchenko
and top defense officials ordered the
troops to leave by year's end. Eighteen
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed in
Iraq.

“Russia is our eternal neighbor, which
Ukraine wants to see as a friend and strate-
gic partner,” Yushchenko said.

Putin’s last two trips to Ukraine came in
the midst of the bitter presidential cam-
paign, sparking accusations he was cam-
paigning on behalf of Yushchenko’s rival,
former Prime Minister Viktor Yanuk-
ovych.

France goes after prostitution

PARIS — French police raided broth-
els, budget hotels and parks used by pros-
titution rings and detained 72 people as
part of a weeklong crackdown, police said
Sunday.

The raids were aimed at nabbmg the
midlevel members of

working the streets, hoteliers who rent
rooms by the hour, prostitutes who rent
trucks and station them inside large
parks for use by sex workers and their cli-
ents.

A total of 28 raids were carried out
since last Monday in cities across France,
including Paris, Bordeaux, Lyon, Nantes
and Orleans, police said.

rings
— the watchmen paid to survey women

From the Associated Press
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Republicans push bill to keep Schiavo alive

Congress calls special
session; parents tell
hospice to prepare to
reinsert feeding tube

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Republicans,
seeing Congress as a last hope for
brain-damaged Terri Schiavo, convened
an extraordinary Palm Sunday session to
pass legislation aimed at prolonging the
Florida woman’s life. Democrats refused
to allow the measure to go ahead with a
vote, forcing Republicans to scramble to
bring their members back to Washington.

Republicans were denying that political
motivations were behind legislative efforts
to reconnect Schiavo’s feeding tube.

“I hope we’re not ... making this human
tragedy a political issue,” said Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz. “We’ve got plenty of other
issues that are political in nature for us to
fight about.”

Leaders of both parties agreed Saturday
on legislation that they said would allow
Schiavo’s feeding tube, which was discon-
nected Friday afternoon, to be reinserted
while federal courts review her case.

But when the House convened Sunday af-
ternoon, Democrats made clear they
would not let it pass on a voice vote, requir-
ing the assembly of a quorum for a roll call
vote.

‘With that, Republicans called a recess and
said they planned to meet as early as one
minute after midnight on Monday, if they
get the needed quorum of 218. The Senate
was ready to give its quick approval and
President Bush was planning to return from
his ranch in Crawford, Texas, to sign it.

The bill, “for the relief of the parents of
Theresa Marie Schiavo,” gives the parents
the right to file suit in federal court relat-
ing to the withdrawal of food and medical

treatment needed to sustain the life of their
daughter.

The bill states that the U.S. District
Court, after determining the merits of the
suit, “shall issue such declaratory and in-
junctive relief as may be necessary to pro-
‘tect the rights” of the woman. Injunctive re-
lief in this case could mean the reinserting
of feeding tubes.

The House planned to meet Sunday after-
noon in hopes of approving the measure. If
any congressman objected to the bill being
taken up on an expedited basis, a vote
would have to wait until Monday. The Sen-
ate would have to act after the House com-
pletes work.

President Bush was planning to return
to Washington from his ranch in Crawford,
Texas, because of the Capitol Hill develop-
ments.

McCain was asked on ABC’s “This
Week” about a memo suggesting GOP law-
makers could use the case to appeal to
Christian conservative voters.

“I think that the motivation of my col-
leagues is that we want to give this young
woman’s family a chance to care for her for
as long as she lives,” McCain said. “I don’t
think it’s any more complicated than that.”

He also pointed out, “The Democrats did
not disagree with the unanimous voice vote
in the Senate implementing this.”

But some House Democrats were object-
ing to congressional involvement. Rep.
Robert Wexler, D-Fla,, said he plans to
make an objection Sunday in an effort to
stop the vote.

Rep. Earl Blumenauer, D-Ore., said in a

AP photos

Above: From left to right, Sens. Rick
Santorum, R-Penn., Tom Harkin, D-lowa,
and Mel Martinez, R-Fla., discuss a bill
Saturday in Washington referred to as.
relief for the parents of Theresa Marie

erri Schiavo’s mother Mary

Schindler, right, and sister Suzanne
Vitadamo await the start of a Sunday news
conference outside the Woodside Hospice
in Pinellas Park, Fla.

statement, “The assault by ideologues and
intolerant people who would impose gov-
ernment on these most personal decisions
continues.”

Hanging their hopes on Congress, Terri
Schiavo’s parents notified her hospice in
Pinellas Park, Fla., to prepare to have her
feeding tube reinserted on Sunday, her
third day without food or water.

Schiavo’s husband, Michael, criticized
congressional leaders Sunday for intrud-
ing in the fight.

“Im outraged, and I think that every
American in this country should also be
outraged that this government is trampling
all over a personal family matter that has
been adjudicated in the courts for seven
years,” he told CNN. “I think that the Con-
gress has more important things to dis-
cuss.”

Annan to propose

3 missing after explosion at Colo. lodge

The Associated Press

big changes at U.N.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Secretary-Gener-
al Kofi Annan on Monday will pro-
pose restructuring a U.N. human
rights panel, ask for a swift decision
to expand the Security Council and
request sweeping changes de-
signed to prevent new scandals, the
Los Angeles Times reported.

The blueprint for reform, accord-
ing to a draft copy obtained by The
Times, also proposes ways to keep
the U.N. the primary setting for glo-
bal security decisions and the key
player in international develop-
ment issues.

The reforms depend on the en-
dorsement of the General Assembly
and the agreement of world leaders
who are coming to a U.N. summit in
September, the Times said in a
story posted to its Web site.

Many of the ideas in the docu-
ment have been floated in recent
months by special panels on U.N.
reform and global

ments led Annan to temper a pro-
posed definition of terrorism and
stop short of requiring criteria for
membership on the human rights
panel.

With the U.N. still bruised by the
U.S. decision to lead an invasion of
Iraq without the Security Council’s
blessing, Annan has searched for
ways to keep
the Bush ad-
ministration
engaged in the
world  body
and  address
the US’s
post-Sept. 11
sense of vul-

tempt to put
the U.N. at the
center of secu-
rity policy, the report calls for a
comprehensive anti-terrorism con-
vention by September 2006, new
measures to stem nuclear prolifera-
tion and an on rules for

that Annan commissioned. But
fierce reactions from some govern-

the use of force and preemptive ac-
tion, the Times said.

A flight crew prepares to take off from Paonia High
School late Saturday in Paonia, Colo. The school
served as a triage area after a fiery explosion, that
may have been caused by propane, destroyed a
nearby mountain lodge.

PAONIA, Colo. — Three youngsters were miss-
ing and 16 others were injured in a fiery explo-
sion that destroyed a remote mountain lodge, au-
thorities said Sunday.

The three missing, ages 3, 12, and 15, were all
from the same family, Delta County Sheriff Fred
McKee said.

“We are very concerned that they were last
seen in the lodge,” McKee said.

McKee said the explosion Saturday at the Elec-
tric Mountain Lodge may have been caused by
propane, which was used for heating. Investiga-
tors planned to enter the burned-out lodge Sun-
day if the wreckage had cooled sufficiently.

Because the lodge in the Gunnison National
Forest on the western slopes of the Rockies is iso-
lated by heavy snow, helicopters took injured peo-
ple off the mountain while ground crews used
tracked vehicles to ferry emergency medical
teams to the site.

In_]unes ranged from burns and smoke inhala-
tion to “serious compound fractures,” according
to officials.

‘GoodFellas’ ex-mobster charged

NORTH PLATTE, Neb. — Former mob-
ster-turned-chef Henry Hill, whose gangland ex-
periences inspired the movie “GoodFellas,” has
been charged with felony drug possession.

Police said Hill’s luggage was searched on Aug.
15 at the North Platte Regional Airport and meth-
and cocaine were found.

Hill, portrayed by Ray Liotta in “GoodFellas,”
had sought refuge in the witness protection pro-
gram after agreeing to testify against his former
mob bosses from New York.

Hill left the witness protection program and
now lives in North Platte with his wife. He has
been working as a chef and helping establish an
Italian restaurant.

From The Associated Press
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Escaped Ga.

hostage is

latest instant celebrity

BY DAN THANH DANG
The (Baltimore) Sun

There’s no telling when instant fame will strike
next.

It happened to massage therapist Amber Frey
and Army soldier Jessica Lynch in 2003. Nine Penn-
sylvania coal miners endured it in 2002 and Air
Force pilot Scott O’Grady emerged from it a coura-
geous hero in 1995.

Now add Ashley Smith to those ranks.

The 26-year-old widowed mother in Atlanta went
from total unknown to in-demand celebrity after per-
suading her captor Brian G. Nichols to set her free
after a seven-hour hostage ordeal last weekend. It
was a story made all the more compelling because
Nichols was the suspect in the Killings of a judge, a
court reporter, a deputy and later, a federal agent.

Now the media frenzy begins.

“You can never really put a price on it but I think
this could be a six-figure book,” says Andrea Barzvi, a
literary agent at International Creative Management.
“But more than money, she could have a best seller on
her hands. People want to know how she did it.”

“It’s a story of courage, faith, perseverance, hope,
heroism and survival,” Barzvi says. “A lot of publish-
ing lhouses are probably approaching her to do book
deals.”

‘As the biggest get in the news right now, Smith re-
portedly has received at least four offers from book
publishers who are eager to tell her story. She’s also
been inundated with proposals for movies, talk show
appearances and media interviews.

Tn a world searching for heroes, prone to idolizing
celebrities and tuned to 24-hour news, ordinary peo-

ty, says Leo Braudy, a University of Southern Califor-
nia professor who wrote “The Frenzy of Renown.”

“Normality is validated when ordinary people do
extraordinary things,” Braudy says.

Just look at Frey, whose claim to fame is reveal-
ing herself as the secret mistress who helped the au-
thorities arrest and convict her married lover, Scott
Peterson. Frey’s book, “Witness for the Prosecution
of Scott Peterson,” hit ‘the shelves in January and be-
came an Amazon best seller. Lynch nabbed a $1 mil-
lion book deal (split between her and Pulitzer Prize

Rick Bragg), on televi-
sion and a made- for-TV movie. Interest in her pris-
oner-of-war story didn’t subside even after it was re-
vealed that media accounts exaggerated her hero-
ism in Iraq.

In June 1995, Capt. Scott 0'Grady was shot down
over Bosnia, where the pilot hid from Serbian forces
for six days until the Marines retrieved him. Within
weeks of his rescue, 0'Grady clinched a book deal
with Doubleday worth at least $500,000.In the case of
Smith, the 24-hour news cycle could help or hurt her
chances of a major .

In the week since Nichols surrendered, salacious
details have emerged in the Michael Jackson moles-
tation case, actor Robert Blake was declared not
guilty in his wife’s murder trial, and Scott Peterson
was sentenced to death.

“In a slow news cycle Smith’s story would have
gotten a longer ride,” says Maureen Orth, a Vanity
Fair reporter, “It’s been a fairly spectacular week
for crime stories. Smith’s story has kind of been lost
in the shuffle. But perhaps if she hasn’t been wrung
dry by myriad cable appearances, newspaper sto-
ries, etc., there may be parts of her story that are

ple who do y things are a hot
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AP

Ashley Smith reads a statement to the media on last Monday in Augus-
ta, Ga. The 26-year-old mother, waitress and student relied on her
calmness and spiritual upbringing to survive a seven-hour ordeal in her
apartment March 12, when she was taken hostage by a man suspected
of killing four people in Atlanta.
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Colo. castle sells for $4M, ghost and all

BY ERIN GARTNER

near Aspen in March 2003 while
an international

The Press

DENVER — A historic castle
where John D. Rockefeller and
Theodore Roosevelt were guests
— and where a coal baron’s ghost
is said to haunt the halls — was
auctioned for $4 million Satur-
day, two years after the IRS
seized the century-old mansion in
a fraud investigation.

A Pasadena, Calif., man made
the winning bid, said John Harri-
son, an IRS special agent. The uni-
dentified buyer declined to talk
with reporters.

“I had a brief moment to meet
him, and I think he’s going to be a
real asset to the Redstone commu-
nity,” said Walter Stanaszek, a
University of Oklahoma profes-
sor who had the winning bid for a
nearby Victorian home. “I'm just
excited to say I have a neighbor
that owns a castle.”

IRS agents seized the 42-room
Redstone Castle in the mountains

Ponzi investment scheme.

The castle’s previous owner,
Leon Harte, was being investigat-
ed before he died in 2003. Court
documents said Harte and others
had formed three companies to
buy the castle and the Victorian
home for $6 million five years

0.
Investigators say about 1,000
people were bilked of a total of
$56 million on the promise of 400
percent investment returns. A
grand jury indicted seven people
last year and trial proceedings
are scheduled for September.
Proceeds from the auction will
help reimburse victims, Harrison
said.
The sale was the latest twist in
the castle’s almost epic past.
Teddy Roosevelt stayed at the
estate during a hunting trip after
he left the White House; ol ty-
coon John D. Rockefeller did, too.

But it was nearly abandoned
after a mining bust, and some say
the cigar-smoking ghost of its
builder, coal baron John Cleve-
land Osgood — who died in the
castle he named Cleveholm
Manor — still haunts the place.

The castle, filled with antiques
and surrounded by a carriag
house, barn and other outbuud-
ings, was finished in 1902 at a
price of $2.5 million — an aston-
ishing sum at the time.

It was erected on a mountain-
side overlooking the coal-mining
town Osgood built for his employ-

es.

“It's kind of like a medieval
manor. The castle was about an
aristocratic mile away from the
village,” said Darrell Munsell,
president of the Redstone Histori-
cal Society.

Despite a string of owners, the
castle and grounds remain large-
ly unchanged. Since the 1970s,
the estate has usually been open
for tours, wedding parties and
other events.

The Redstone Castle in Redstone, Colo., was sold for $4 million
Salurdiy, two years after federal agents seized it as part of a

n-dollar investing scam. The century-old castle has a history
ﬁlll of ghosts, ex-presidents and industrial tycoons.

Did a ‘CSI effect’ affect
Robert Blake’s jurors?

An art endowment will keep the Beer Can House in Houston decorated with thousands of flattened beer cans
from facing last call. Beer lover John Milkovisch attached the cans to his house over a 20-year period as an
alternative to more traditional home repair.

No last call for Beer Can House

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — An art endowment will keep a
Houston home decorated with thousands of flat-
tened beer cans from facing its last call.

Beer-lover John Milkovisch attached the cans to
his house over a 20-year period as an alternative to
‘more traditional home repair.

He also made beer can fences and garlands to
hang from his roof.

The home was becoming a nationally celebrated
folk-art site when the Southern Pacific upholsterer
died in 1988 at 75, but has suffered years of decline.
Now, with a $125,000 Houston Endowment grant to
the Orange Show Center for Visionary Art, efforts to
restore the home are on the fast track.

‘The house will be open for tours after repair and
restoration is complete, said Susanne Theis, execu-
tive director of the Orange Show, which bought the
house in 2001.

“The Beer Can House represents the sort of idio-
syncratic individualism that Houstonians and Tex-
ans pride themselves on,” said Emily Todd, the en-
dowment’s grant officer.

Family members said Milkovisch started cover-
ing his house with flattened beer cans so he
wouldn’t have to paint. He secretly liked the notice
his home received but seemed surprised that it was
thought of as a work of art.

The Orange Show is looking for an architect to
trace the home’s evolution so it can be represented
at its artistic peak. The home will then be cleaned,
repaired and restore

“Some things have just been lost over time,” Theis
said.

An arch of beer-can tops and bottoms once
reached across the driveway and there once was a
curtain of pop tops on the south side of the home.

The house is generally in good repair, but steel
parts of the structure have rusted and aluminum
parts have oxidized.

Can collectors have already donated vintage cans
to help in the restoration, and brewers may be asked
to reproduce discontinued cans.

There are plans to install lighting to brighten up
the fence and to add a vine-covered trellis to replace
trees that were removed.

BY ANDREW BLANKSTEIN
AND JEAN GUCCIONE
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — After listen-
ing to testimony for three months
ina Van Nuys, Calif,, courtroom,
postal worker Lorie Moore
thought her duty as a juror was
clear: She would vote to convict
Robert Blake for the murder of
his wife, Bonny Lee Bakley.

But when a first vote was taken
within 90 minutes of starting de-
liberations, Moore realized hers
was not the majori-
ty opinion, She
was one of only
two jurors who
thought Blake was
guilty.  Another
was undecided.

By the end of
the first week,
Moore said Thurs-
day, she and the

&k Prosecutors  a
across the
country are
very concerned
about this. ¥y

» said Joshua Marquis, an Ore-
gon prosecutor and member of the
board of directors of the National
District Attorneys Association.
“Prosecutors across the country
are very concerned about this.”
Marquis found it disturbing
that Blake jurors “seemed very
dismissive of circumstantial evi-
dence,” he said.
ell guess what? In most
. you don't have physical
evidence.”
There is “an expectation that
people from the crime labs
have super tech-
nology” to resolve
case,” said
Barry  Scheck,
president of the
National Associa-
tion Of Criminal
Defense Lawyers
and a member of
the O.J. Simpson
defense team in

other  skeptics is  Simpson’s crimi-
were mostly in _ JoshuaMarquis 1% ol Never-
agreement with  National District Attomeys  fhicless” " Scheck
the majority, hav- Association  said he thinks the
ing decided that “CsI effect”

the evidence presented hadn’t
proved the prosecution’s case.
One factor that may have
played into that perception, ex-
perts suggest, was an increasing
desire on the part of juries for the
kind of certainty shown on televi-
sion programs such as “Crime
Scene Investigation,” in which
crimes are solved conclusively in
less than an hour.
cross the country, prosecu-

wasn’t a factor in the Blake case.
“There was an absence of evi-
dence,” he said.

Juror Cecilia Maldonado was
among the majority of jurors who
said she felt from the beginning
that the state had not proven its
case.

She said she would have liked
more of the kind of evidence she
has seen in the cases on “CSL”

Blake’s defense attorney, M.

tors say, juries are
more from them. In the Blake
case, jurors said Thursday that
they wanted more convincing evi-
dence, such as conclusive gun-
shot residue on Blake’s hands, or
afingerprint on the murder weap-
on, or more precision from casual
eyewitnesses about Blake’s ac-
tions around the time Bakley was
shot to death in a parked car in
Studio City.

“There is no doubt that there’s
increasing expectation by jurors
of [the evidence] they're going to

Gerald Schwar , said he pur-
posely picked jurors who would
not be turned off by scientific ex-
perts testifying about particles of
gunshot residue and the way
blood spatters. He says he wanted
Jjurors “who were interested in sci-
ence, because I knew they did
sloppy scientific work.”

n the past, if you talk about
that kind of evidence, their eyes
would kind of glaze over,” said
Schwartzbach. “But that’s not as
true now, because of shows like
CSL’
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AP photos

Left: Jamie Foxx is congratulated by actors Sidney Poitier and Diahann Carroll on Saturday after he won the
Outstanding Actor in a Motion Picture award for “Ray,” at the 36th NAACP Image Awards in Los Angeles.
Right: Prince, recipient of the Vanguard Award, performs at the close of the Image Awards.

‘Ray’ wins four trophies

at NAACP Image Awards

BY LYNN ELBER
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The biopic
“Ray” about the life of legendary
singer Ray Charles won four
NAACP Image Awards, including
an outstanding actor trophy that
added to its star Jamie Foxx’s
armful of honors.

“Ray” was nominated for a
leading seven awards, including
outstanding motion picture and
outstanding actor in a motion pic-
ture for Foxx, who received the
best actor Oscar at last month’s
Academy Awards.

Foxx exchanged long embrac-
es Saturday night with presenters
Sidney Poitier and Diahann Car-
roll as he accepted his NAACP tro-

phy.

The 36th annual Image
Awards, which honor films, televi-
sion, literature and music by and
about people of color, were hand-
ed out at the Dorothy Chandler
Pavilion. The ceremony was host-
ed by actor Chris Tucker.

“This has been an absolute won-
derful ride,” said Foxx, who also
won a Gold-
en Globe and
Screen Ac-
tors  Guild
Award  for
his portrayal
of the music
legend.

It was the
second year
in a row that
Ray Charles
loomed large
at the Image

West

Awards,
which honor works by and about
people of color.

He was inducted into the
NAACP Hall of Fame in 2004,
three months before his death at

Winners were chosen by mem-
bers of the National Association

for the Advancement of Colored
People, the nation’s oldest and
largest civil rights organization.
Other hon-

ors for
“Ray” includ-
ed:  Kerry
Washington,
outstanding
actress in a
motion pic-
ture, and Re-

ina  King,
outstanding
supporting
actress in a
motion pic-
ture.

In her acceptance speech,
Washington said the country
needs the NAACP’s activism
more than ever.

Speaking at a ceremony that,
unlike most other awards shows,
eagerly blends politics and enter-
tainment, she warned that the
rights of people of color, women
and the poor are “in danger of
being stripped” away.

Academy Award winner Mor-

gan Freeman won the Image
Award for supporting actor in his
role in the film “Million Dollar
Baby.”

Kanye West was named out-
standing new artist for his album,
“College Dropout,” while Gram-
my-winner Usher was honored as
outstanding male artist. “Ameri-
can Idol” winner Fantasia was
named outstanding female artist.

West was humble in his accep-
tance speech.

“I made some mistakes and I
learned from those mistakes,” he
told the audience, characlerlzmg
the past year as “a trij

U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, D-IIL,
received the Chairman’s Award,
while the Vanguard Award went
to pop star Prince. Talk show host
and entrepreneur Oprah Winfrey
also was inducted into the
NAACP Hall of Fame.

Washington

Award winners

The Associated Press

A list of winners of the 36th
annual N, Image
Awards:

Television Categories

Outstanding comedy series:
“The Bernie Mac Show”

Outstanding actor in a come-
dy series: Berme Mac, “The
Bernie Mac Show”

Outstanding actress_in a
comedy series: Mo' Nique,
“The Parkers”

Outstanding drama series:
“Law & Order”

Outstanding actor in a
drama series: Taye Diggs,
“Kevin Hill”

Outstanding actress in a
drama series: Nia Long,
“Third Watch”

Outstanding TV movie,

mini-series, or dramatic spe-

cial: “Something the Lord
de”

Motion Picture Categories

Outstanding motion picture:
“Ray”

Outstanding actor in a mo-
tion picture: Jamie Foxx,
“Ray”

Outstanding actress in a mo-
tion picture: Kerry Washing-
ton, “Ray”

Outstanding  supporting
actor in a motion picture: Mor-
gan Freeman, “Million Dollar
Baby.”

Outsmnding supporting ac-
tress in a motion picture: Regi-

na King, “Ray”
Music Categories
Outstanding new  artist:

Kanye West, “College Drop-
out”

Outstanding male artist:
Usher, “Confessions”
Oulstand.mg female artist:

Fantasia, “Free Yourself”
Outstanding album: “Musi-
cology,” Prince

The Associated Press

EAGLE PASS, Texas —
Grammy-winning group David
Lee Garza y Los Musicales took
home the most honors at the
Music

25th  annual
Awards on Sat-
urday night.
Thei “No
Puedo  Estar
Sin Ti” won for
Best Song and
“Who’s  That
Gringo?”  for
Best Crossover
The
“Solo

Tejano

y
G Mazz
won for Best Te-
jano  Album
with “Para Mi
Gente.”

Shelly Lares
won for two cat-
egories, female
entertainer and
female vocalist.
Jay Perez won
the awards for
male entertain-
er and male vo-
calist.

‘The ceremonies were conduct-
ed at the Kickapoo Lucky Eagle
Casino Complex in Eagle Pass,

Pass, Texas.

David Lee Garza grabs
most Tejano awards

Shelly Lares, winner of female
entertainer and vocalist, per-
forms Saturday during the 25th
Tejano Music Awards in Eagle the

along the Texas-Mexico border.
It's the first time the awards
have been handed out outside
San Antonio, considered the cap-
ital of Tejano music.

“We’re trying everything we
can to move forward and bring
more  young
people into Te-
jano the way it
used to be in

Awards Presi-
dent  Robert
Arellano.

Tejano has
been hit with a
decline in
nightclubs
that  feature
the  music,
slumping CD
sales and
radio stations
switching  to
other genres.

Earlier this
year, Garza y
Los Musicales
took home the
Grammy for
Best Tejano
Album  with
release

“Polkas, Gri-
tos y Acordeo-
nes.”

Grupo Mazz was honored dur-
ing the Latin Grammys, win-
ning Best Te]ano Album for
“Live En El Valle.”

Robinson’s ‘Gilead’ wins
top book prize for fiction

BY HILLEL ITALIE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — “Gilead,” Mari-
Ilynne Robinson’s poetic, mod-
ern-day testament of a dying
Towa preacher, won the National
Book Critics Circle prize for fic-
tion Friday night.

“I could not be more delight-
ed,” said an emotional Robinson,
whose novel was her first since
she debuted in 1980 with the ac
claimed “Housekeeping.” Robi
son, a faculty member at the U
versity of Iowa’s influential Writ-
ers’ Workshop praised her school
for offering “a wonderful intellec-
tual and spiritual home.”

Bob Dylan, a finalist for the bi-
ography/autobiography prize for
his memoir “Chronicles, Vol. 1,”
did not attend and did not win.

The award instead was given to
“De Kooning: An American Mas-
ter,” by Mark Stevens and Anna-
lyn Swan. Music did prevail in the
criticism category, with Patrick
Neate winning for “Where You're
At: Notes From the Frontline of a
Hip-Hop Planet.”

Diarmaid MacCulloch’s “The
Reformation: A History” won for
general nonfiction, while Adri-
enne Rich, winner of the National
Book Award and other honors in
her long career, was cited in poet-
ry for “The School Among the
Ruins.”

In accepting the fiction prize,
Robinson praised critics for wel-

coming a book that was “quiet”
and “probably a little arcane.”
Her novel, written in concise,
complex prose, is narrated by
John Ames, a preacher suffering
from heart disease who looks
back at a world for which he feels
awe, but also dismay.

Fiction fi-
nalists  in-
cluded Phil-
ip Roth, a
former
NBCC win-
ner nominat-
ed for “The
Plot Against
America,”
his dsytopi-
an novel of
the  United
States under
a presidency of Charles Lind-
bergh. Other nominees were Ed-
widge Danticat's “The Dew
Breaker” and two British releas-
es, Alan Hollinghurst’s Booker

rize-winning “The Line of Beau-
ty” and David Mitchell’s “Cloud
Atlas,” a Booker finalist.

Books published overseas in
English are also eligible for the
NBCC prize.

The National Book Critics Cir-
cle, founded in 1974, is a
not-for-profit  organization of
about 600 book editors and crit-
ics.

An NBCC award brings a
wealth of prestige, but no actual
cash.

ylan
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FAA predicts 1 billion
air travelers by 2015

Some question whether industry can handle increase

BY LESLIE MILLER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than 1
billion people a year will be board-
ing planes in the United States
within a decade, nearly double
the number now using an aviation
system showing signs of being
overburdened.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, which released the fore-
cast Thursday, faces spending
cuts for runways, air traffic con-
trol equipment and buildings. But
the agency’s administrator, Mari-
on Blakey, said she was confident
there would be enough money to
accommodate  the  dramatic
growth in air traffic.

“We are redesigning airspace,
deploying new software that will
help increase capacity, and put-
ting new procedures in place,”
Blakey said. “We will be ready.”

Lawmakers and aviation advo-
cates were not so sure.

Building is not keeping up with
the increase in passengers, said
David Stempler, president of the

Air Travelers Association. “That
just spells congestion and delays
for passengers.”

Already, flights have been limit-
ed at Chicago’s O'Hare Interna-
tional Airport because too many
planes were trying to take off and
land, causing delays throughout
the country. The FAA negotiated
an agreement with airlines to cut
37 daily flights and limit the num-
ber of domestic arrivals to 88 an
hour between 7 am. and 8 p.m.

Ruth Marlin, executive vice
president of the air traffic control-
lers union, said many passengers
will do a lot of waiting in 2015 if
things do not change.

“The FAA is trying to do more
and more with less and less and
that is putting an incredible
strain on the system,” she said.

Sen. Christopher Bond, chair-
man of the Senate Appropriations
subcommittee that oversees trans-
portation spending, has ex-
pressed disappointment in the
Bush administration’s budget pro-
posal for 2006. It would cut
money for airport construction

and runways by $500 million next
year, to 83 billion.

“I am at a loss to understand
why this program remains in the
sights of the budget gnomes
Bond, R-Mo., said at a hearing
this week.

Sen. Patty Murray, the top
Democrat on the subcommittee,
pointed out the administration
has proposed $77 million in cuts
for air traffic control moderniza-
tion, in addition to $400 million
cut this year. In 2004, the FAA
was authorized to spend $2.9 bil-
lion.

“All indications are that air traf-
fic will continue to grow,” said
Murray, D-Wash. “Yet the Bush
administration has decided that
now is the time to impose dramat-
ic cuts in our investment at im-
proving safety and expandmg ca-
pacity at our airports.”

David Plavin, president of the
Airports  Council Internation-
al-North America, said the prob-
lem is not just the increase in pas-
senger traffic, but that planes are
getting smaller.

Small planes place just as
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Soaring heights
The Federal Aviation
Administration forecasts that
annual traffic on U.S. commercial
airliners will surpass 1 billion
passengers in 2015.
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on U.S. commercial airlines
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NOTE: Data are for fiscal years beginning
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Administration

much a burden on the air traffic
system as large planes.

“FAA is chronically underfund-
ed,” said Plavin, whose group rep-
resents airports. “Some air traffic
control towers are chronically un-
derstaffed.”

But Blakey said the dollars for
airport runways and buildings
would still be twice what it was in
the late 1990s, when airports re-
ceived about $1 .5 billion. In Sep-
tember, she said, the FAA as-
sessed airport authorities capital
needs and found they were 15 per-
cent lower than the year before.

Extreme sailor describes around-the-world trip

BY RYAN LENZ
The Associated Press

BRUNSWICK, Maine — The sailor who
hocked his house and ran up hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in debt preparing for an
around-the-world solo race returned to Maine
on Thursday to visit schoolchildren who fol-
lowed his every move.

Bruce Schwab, who became the first Ameri-
can to complete the Vendee Globe with a
ninth-place finish last month, said during a
visit to Brunswick High School that he was
proud of completing the race despite the debt
and fatigue.

“It’s one thing to do a sailboat race if it’s just
for yourself. But to know that people are get-
ting something out of it, well that pretty much
closes the circle on it,” said Schwab, a
43-year-old yacht rigger from Oakland, Calif.
“And once T set a goal for myself, I went
around every corner and turned over every
stone.”

The Vendee Globe began Nov. 7 in France
with boats sailing south to the Cape of Good
Hope before heading into the treacherous
Southern Ocean. The route took the sailors
south of Australia and within a few hundred
miles of Antarctica before rounding Cape Horn
for the final run back to France.

Teachers and students used the Internet to
follow the Vendee Globe and track Schwab’s
sloop, Ocean Planet. The Bigelow Laboratory
for Ocean Science in Boothbay Harbor created
Web-based classroom lessons based on the
race.

Operating on a barebones budget and with-
out insurance on his boat, which ultimately de-
manded that he sail “very conservatively,”
Schwab said he and the nonprofit foundation
setup to finance the race now owe about
$450,000.

“I wound up having to seek individual sup-
port, and that grew more into just asking peo-
ple for money. It grew into really bringing

complete the Vendee Globe with a ninth-place

PORTLAND (MAINE) PRESS HERALD/AP
Standing in front of images of his trip around the world, Bruce Schwab, the first American to

ish last month, talks about his adventure Thurs-

day during a visit to Brunswick High School in Maine.

them along,” said the suntanned Schwab. “But
I really want to get back on even footing.”

In the meantime, the personal experiences
and connections to the students during the race
have made the race rich in payoff, he said.

Alicia Young, a 12-year-old from Wiscasset,
watched Schwab on the Web and corresponded
with him over e-mail during the 109-day ven-
ture.

“The best was watching him sail and to final-
ly see him finish,” said Young, one of about 200
students who listened to Schwab’s presentation
in the high school auditorium, where a large
banner read “Awesome Job Bruce.”

Prior to Schwab, the only American to make
a nonstop solo clrcumnavxganon was Dodge
Morgan of Harpswell, Maine, who did it in
1985-86 in 150 days.

Schwab’s trip came 13 years after fellow
countryman Mike Plant was lost at sea during
the race. Plant’s overturned Coyote boat was
found by a container ship in the North Atlantic
in the inaugural Vendee Globe in 1989-90.

't sure whether he
would sail the Vendee Globe again but already
has turned his attention toward the Transat
Jacques Vabre, a race from the western coast
of France to Brazil.

“I'have an open mind,” Schwab said.

New car
feature
keeps an
eye out

BY SUE VORENBERG
Scripps Howard News Service

In the not-too-distant future a
driver will zip down the street,
coffee cup in one hand, four
squirming kids in the back.

She’ll take her eyes off the road
as she tries to settle the kids
down, right as she approaches a
busy intersection.

Before she zooms headlong into
traffic, however, a special camera
in her car will notice the situa-
tion. A telltale sound will let her
know what's about to happen, so
she can get her attention back to
where it needs to be — on the
road.

Such a device isn’t the realm of
science fiction. Scientists at Los
Alamos National Laboratory have
developed software that could
make the technology standard
issue — for about $200 a pop —
on new cars in the next five to 10
years, said Lakshman Prasad,
who is working on the project.

“We thought it could be a tre-
mendous help if computers could
see around you and tell you, ‘Hey,
youre about to jump a stop
sign,’” Prasad said. “To do that
we had to learn how to mimic
how humans so cleverly process
visual information and know
what to pay attention to.”

Prasad and Alexei Skourikhine,
another lab scientist, have been
developing the technology since
the late 1990s and say their work
is just about ready for prime time.

They'’re looking for commer-
cial partners to take it out of the
lab and into a busy driver’s car,

they said.
“There’s information overload
today,” Prasad said. “We have

lots of devices around us like cam-

eras and computers to capture
data, but nothing to process it all.

This technology can help people
sort out information when they’re
tired or overloaded It has a lot of
promise.”

The device made of the soft-
ware and special cameras could
also help high-speed trains avoid
hitting cars by watching tracks
far ahead and identifying obstruc-
tions, the two said.

“The technology is much more
sensitive than the human eye —
especially after several hours of
driving,” Prasad said.

Transmitting images  from
fixed cameras raises even more
possibilities, Prasad said.

The software converts complex
visual data into a series of simple
shapes that can be easily transmit-
ted over cell phones or the Web.
It also recognizes what the shapes
are based on patterns pro-
grammed into the system by Pras-
ad and Skourikhine, they said.

“A truck driver might be inter-
ested in a situation coming SO
miles down the road,” Sk-
ourikhine said. “Because these
[simple shapes] don’t use a lot of
bandwidth, cameras could trans-
mit that quickly to the driver’s
truck so he could see what he’s ap-
proaching.”
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Fox News Channel news anchor Steve Doocy, right, calls to Winn-|

AP

ie, a star of “Because of Winn-Dixie” on the set of the “Fox and Friends” morning

show in New York on Friday. Doocy and guest co-host Kathie Lee Gifford were interviewing Anna Sophia Robb, who also appears in the film.

Young actress gets a big boost

Flick ‘Because of Winn-Dixie’ raises profile of Anna Sophia Robb

BY ROBERT DENERSTEIN
Scripps Howard News Service

he acting bug often bites early, but in
'the case of Anna Sophia Robb, it must
have been buzzing around her cradle.
The 11-year-old developed the act-
ing itch between ages 2 and 3.

“I saw people on TV and I loved being
around people and performing,” said Robb. “T
loved to pretend. I think that’s really what got
me going.”

The young actress experienced a consider-
able boost in her profile with the release of
“Because of Winn-Dixie,” a Wayne Wang-di-
rected adaptation of a much-admired Kate Di-
Camillo novel about a girl and her dog. The
movie debuted last month in the States.

And come summer, Robb will receive
even more attention when she’s seen in Tim
Burton’s eagerly awaited “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory,” playing Violet Beaure-
garde to Johnny Depp’s Willie Wonka in this
remake.

“ read the book before I knew I was going
to do the movie,” said Robb of “Winn-Dixie.”
“It had a seriousness — if that’s a word — that
kids could understand. ... Little kids can start
undersbandmg what they might have to deal
with in

The movie tells the story of Opal Buloni
(Robb), a girl who moves to a small Southern
town (the movie was filmed in Louisiana)
with her preacher father (Jeff Daniels).
Opal’s alcoholic mom split years ago, leaving
Opal lonely and friendless, a condition exag-
gerated by a move to a new town. Enter
Winn-Dixie, a rambunctious Picardy shep-
herd. The dog befriends Opal, and life begins
to turn around.

Wearing a sweater, a jean-skirt and a tan
pair of Uggs for an interview that took place

in the children’s reading room of the main
branch of the Denver Public Library, the
self-possessed Robb had no trouble answer-
ing questions. Is she anything like Opal? Not
really.

“My mom (an interior designer) is wonder-
ful. My dad (an architect) talks to me a ton. I
don’t have a big dog. I have a little one.”

To land the role, Robb competed against
650 young actors who submitted audition
tapes. She was called to Los Angeles, met the
director and eventually
traveled to Louisiana
for a screen test.

Before “Winn-Dixie,”
Robb had been in a
short film and had done
commercial work.

“When I had an
agent in Denver, I was
doing  commercials
and voiceovers. Just lit-
tle things. Then I start-
ed my acting classes ...
I had gymnastics three
to six hours a week.
Then I'd go swimming. I had Irish step
dance. I had voice. And school. It was very
busy. As soon as I went out to L.A,, it was all
dropped. I quit Irish dance. I quit gymnas-
tics.”

Robb is now schooled by her mother and by
tutors on the set. She takes voice and piano les-
sons.

“I go swimming for P.E.,” she said. “I go
snowboarding whenever I have a chance.”

Not that she’s had much time lately for slid-
ing down hills. After “Winn-Dixie,” Robb trav-
eled to Canada to make a TV movie —
tha: An American Girl Holiday” — about a
girl who learns to be a proper Victorian young
lady. Next came London.

“For ‘Charlie,” they asked me if I could

&k 7 saw people on TV and 1
loved being around
people and performing.

1 loved to pretend. I
think that’s really what “When I

got me going.

come to London for a half a year. I said, ‘Sure,
I'll go.’ So we packed up our stuff and left.”

London meant working with Depp. “At first
1 was a little nervous.

Then you meet him. He’s this totally normal
guy. ... Kind of quiet. A wonderful actor. It's
kind of scary in the movie, watching him be
Willie Wonka and then he can snap right out
of it and be Johnny.”

Aside from having a pigeon lodge its foot in
her mouth during the shooting of a pet-shop
scene in
“Winn-Dixie,” things
seem to going
quite well for Robb.
And she hasn’t forgot-
ten the little people,
which in her case is
literally true. We're
lalkmg about kids.
come
home after a film,
they (friends) think
it’s cool. I miss them
and they miss me. It's
good to see them

Anna Sophia Robb
actress

every now and again.”

As mature as Robb can sound, there are lim-
its to what she’s allowed to do. Take movies,
for example.

“When I heard that Wayne Wang was the di-
rector (of ‘Winn-Dixie’), my dad said, ‘Oh,
we'll watch all his films.” We looked him up on
IMDB (Internet Movie Data Base). The mov-
ies were rated PG-13 and R. I was 9 at the
time. in a couple of more years I'll be
able to watch them.”

Her own movie tastes seem well-defined.

“I like anything, really, as long as it's not
cheesy and always happy. I'like more dark sto-
ries. I like stuff that has a happy ending, but
isn’t sugary sweet. I love the Harry Potter
movies and the books. I love the ‘Lord of the
Rings’ stories and ‘The Incredibles.’ ”

Lauryn Hill, left, and Wyclef Jean

Fugees reunite for show

Lauryn Hill and Wyclef Jean,
former members of the Fugees,
reunited onstage in an adrena-
line-charged charity concert for
tsunami victims in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia.

An enthusiastic crowd of 15,000
people attended Friday’s seven-
hour “Force of Nature” show at
Stadium Putra, which raised
more than $2.6 million to rebuild
tsunami-devastated communities
in Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka
and India.

“This is history in the making,”
said Jean, kneeling in front of
Hill. “Do you all understand
what's happening on this stage?
T'm too emotional right now.”

Jean also delivered the night’s
most poignant moment. While
gently chanting “we’ll never for-
get the tsunami victims,” he in-
structed the stadium lights to be
turned off while the audience
waved lighted cell phones in the
darkness.

School honors Miller

The University of Michigan re-
gents have approved the design
for the 250-seat Arthur Miller
Theatre, honoring the Pulitzer
Prize-winning playwright and
1938 graduate who died last
month.

The theater plan that won ap-
proval Thursday will be part of a
new  $42.8-million Walgreen
Drama Center at the Ann Arbor

school.

Miller attended Michigan dur-
ing the height of the Depression
and said he did so because it cost
only $65 a year.

Swank’s fine ruled on

A New Zealand court ruled on
Hilary Swank’s appeal of a $150
fine for bringing fruit into the
country and the decision was sent
to the actress in a letter, a court
spokeswoman said.

Swank was fined on Jan. 15
after she failed to declare an
apple and an orange in her hand-
bag when she arrived at Auck-
land Interna-
tional  Air-

port.

A court re-
viewed
Swank’s case
in private Fri-
day after she
wrote a let-
ter defend-
ing her ac-
tions and ap- |§

eali the
?ine.mg Swank

Thousands
of visitors arriving in New
Zealand are slapped  with
on-the-spot fines each year for
not declaring agricultural prod-
ucts such as fruit. Few contest the
fines.

Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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$50 kidnapping
FORT MYERS
Three teenagers kid-
napped a 15-year-old and
ordered his father to drop
off a $50 ransom at a Taco
Bell restaurant, authorities
said. The father called po-
lice instead, and the
teens were arrested.

Police said the dispute
began over $50 that
David Gibbs, 15,
owed to Joseph Garrett, 17. Gibbs
went to Garrett’s apartment, and
Garrett asked him to repay the
money, police said.

Gibbs couldn’t pay up, so Gar-
rett and two other teens punched
him in the face and held him at
knifepoint, then forced him to
phone his father and ask him to
drop the money in a planter at the
Taco Bell, police said.

Samuel Aidoo, 16, and Victoria
Aidoo, 15, were arrested. Garrett
turned himself in the next day.

Tuna protection plan

HONOLULU — The council

responsible for managing
the fisheries of the western Pacific
Ocean has come up with an initial
plan to help prevent overfishing of
bigeye tuna, a favorite of Japan’s
sashimi market.

Only about 5 percent of the big-
eye tuna harvested from the Pacif-
ic is caught in the U.S. Exclusive
Economic Zone — the waters be-
tween three and 200 miles off the
coasts of Hawaii, American Samoa
and the Northern Mariana Islands.

In December, the National Ma-
rine Fisheries notified the Western
Pacific Regional Fishery Manage-
ment Council that bigeye tuna is
being overfished and ordered the
council to come up with a plan by
June 14, when the council will next
‘meet to address overfishing.

Although the council’s initial
plans are enforceable only within
the U.S. waters, the council includ-
ed recommendations for foreign
vessels as well.

Tribe short of water

SIOUX FALLS — Some

14,000 residents of the

Cheyenne River Indian Reserva-

tion could run out of water by Au-

gust because of a drought along

the Missouri River basin, officials
said.

The tribe’s list of potential prob-
lems stretches from health con-
cerns to firefighting. The reserva-
tion’s schools and its only hospital
and clinic would have to close.

“It will be more than just run-
ning out of water for a couple of
days. There will be 14,000 people
that have no water whatsoever,”
said Wayne Ducheneaux, a tribal
official and member of a task force
working to come up with a water
plan.

Poverty on the reservation is
complicating the matter, said
Rebecca Kidder, a lawyer for the
tribe.

Oceans get loud
BOSTON — The ocean was
flat and the winter dark-

ness over Cape Cod Bay was unbro-

ken by ship lights. But below the
bay’s surface, Christopher Clark
found things weren’t as serene as
they seemed.
The bay is saturated with sound.
“It’s just a great, big amphithe-

east of St. Louis.

“But 1 wanted to
give back to someone
a gift like the gift that T
had gotten.”

) Plozizka said she knew
., after becoming a dialysis
nurse five years ago that
she would probably donate

akidney to a patient one day.
L Her only requirement was that

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

ater,” said Clark, a Cornell bio-
acoustics scientist who monitored
the bay with underwater listening
devices.

The sound carrying through the
bay that evening was part of an
ever louder manmade din that's
filling the world’s oceans, and
some say harming marine life.

High-profile whale beachings
have been linked to sonar blasts
and sparked fierce public debate
over the military’s use of sound in
national defense. But a broader
concern for scientists is rising lev-
els of ocean background noise,
much of it generated by commer-
cial shipping, and whether it inter-
feres with the way the entire sea
has operated for eons.

Hearmg is the primary sense for
marine life, which uses sound for
navigation and communication.

Nurse donates kidney

ST. LOUIS — Kay Ploziz-

ka found it hard to see her
patients suffering when she was
blessed with such good health.

So the dialysis center nurse of-
fered one of her kidneys to
58-year-old Joe Cline, who accept-
ed. The transplant surgery was per-
formed March 8.

“I am a religious person. That
had some role in it,” said Plozizka,
of Litchfield, IIl, about an hour

the recipient had to commit to
a lifetime regimen of anti-re-
Jectmn medicine.

She believed Cline would be
diligent because he desperately
wanted to live for his 5-year-old
grandson, Hunter.

“T wanted to see if I could get
him to the goal of being there for
Hunter, his wife, and his daugh-
ter,” she said.

Diving pig dies
AUSTIN — An electrical
problem may be to blame
for the death of a stunt-diving pig
at the Star of Texas Fair and
Rodeo.

‘The animal known as “Big Red”
died after diving off a platform into
a heated pool as part of Randall’s
High Diving Pig Show.

The pigs have performed the
stunts many times, but owner Vir-
gil Randall said he has had trouble
‘with the pool’s electricity recently.

Rodeo officials were investigat-
ing the death.

Deer harvest declines

HARRISBURG — Hunters

killed more than 409,000
deer during the 2004-05 deer sea-
son, a 12 percent drop from the pre-
vious season, the state Game Com-
mission said.

The estimate released is the
sixth highest since 1986, when the
agency began compiling deer-har-
vest statistics.

“What these harvest figures rein-
force is what we've been hearing
from many hunters — they didn’t
see or harvest as many deer this
past hunting season in some
areas,” said Calvin W. DuBrock,
the wildlife manage-

Alone fisherman tri

the waters of the Mi
near Lock and Dam #11 in
Dubugue, lowa.

ment bureau director.

‘The commission will use the esti-
mates when it meets on April 25
and 26 to give final approval to
schedules and bag limits for the
2005-06 hunting season.

Teen alcohol loophole

RICHMOND — A bill writ-

ten to put liquor off-limits to
youthful drinkers at private par-
ties could permit boozy prom par-
ties or frat bashes right out of “Ani-
mal House,” groups opposed to
teen drinking contend.

Even the bill’s sponsor, Del. Rob
Bell, wants the governor to amend
a sentence in his legislation to fix
the problem, and the Washing-
ton-based Beer Institute supports
the request.

“The amendment by the gover-
nor would be a good idea because
it would make sure the courts
know you can’t serve liquor to kids
unless their parents are there,”
said Bell, R-Albemarle.

“But if you put a keg in your
back yard and everyone comes
over for it, that’s the sort of thing
we're trying to stop,” he said.

The law now allows people who
hold parties in their own homes to
serve alcohol to anyone regardless
of age.

HOld 0]1' Alexander Rober, from Bend, Ore., wrestles a steer to
*  the ground to score an 8.2 in the first go around at the
Dodge National Fi it Rodeo in Pocatello, Idaho.

Dedicated team

practice in Olcott Park in Virginia, Mi
mid-20 degree temperatures to get in a couple miles of outdoor training.

Members of the Virginia High School girls
track tea
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He does windows

»
First officer Mark Fisher leans out the window of a Boeing 737 to clean
his half of the front windows prior to the Southwest Airlines flight leaving

Birmingham, Ala., bound for New Orleans. The captain of the aircraft, Steve Little, did his half earlier.

Hilton Head Elementary School second-graders
I Spy a spy. ! Garrett Von Minden, right, and Matthew Mehlinger
came dressed as FBI agents to the school’s career day on Hilton Head
Island, S.C. Von Minden said he chose to be an agent because “you can
spy and arrest people.”

Good times

Tibetan monks from the Dreplmg Loseling Monastery laugh as they walk together
following a special water ceremony along Little Sugar Creek in Charlotte, N.C.

Waiting patiently
Allendale Elementary students and
members of the school’s dance
company wait to meet South
Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford during
his tour in Allendale, S.C.

Giant squid mystery
DANA POINT — The mys-
tery of the giant squid is

deepening.

Dead jumbo squid are again
washing up along Orange County’s
coastline, baffling scientists who
are trying to find out why.

The Ocean Institute in Dana
Point has conducted some of the re-
search, shipping specimens to the
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural
History and Stanford University
for further study.

Scientists at the institute dissect-
ed a S-foot-long, 15-pound female
Humboldt squid that was filled
with parasites and sand. More than
a 100 squid have been spotted be-
tween Dana Point and San Clem-
ente.

Still, there are no answers.

Scientists believe the squid are
swimming north from Mexico to
follow food sources, forcing them
to come closer to the surface and
shore. Squid normally live and
hunt 3,000 feet below the water’s
surface.

Cow pie wildfire probe
LONGMONT — Authori-
ties are investigating

whether Forest Service workers

can be charged with arson for a

900-acre wildfire that was ignited

after gusty winds carried flaming
cow dung outside a controlled
burn site.

Weld County District Attorney
Ken Buck said he received several
complaints from farmers and
ranchers in the Pawnee National
Grassland area, where the Forest
Service was conducting a con-
trolled burn of prairie weeds
March 11.

Callers complained the fire
shouldn’t have been set because of
high winds, and that the fire endan-
gered farm property.

No marriage for cousins

HOLLIDAYSBURG — A

county judge refused to

make an exception for two first

cousins who want to marry, even

though the couple assured the

judge they don’t want to have chil-
ren.

Blair County Judge Jolene Kopri-
va denied the marriage license ap-
plication for first cousins Eleanor
Amrhein, 46, and Donald W. An-
drews Sr., 39, of Logan Township.

The couple say they have been
together for several years, but Ko-
priva said state law bars first cous-

you know, the way they’re shaking
their behinds and going on, break-
ing it down,” said Edwards, a
26-year veteran of the Texas
House.

Under Edwards’ bill, if a school
district knowingly permits such a
performance, state funds would be
reduced in an amount to be deter-
mined by the education commis-
sioner.

Edwards said he filed the bill
after seeing several instances of
such ribald performances in his
district.

Sex abuse alleged

A man who was charged

with raping and sodomizing
seven children in Queens has con-
fessed to assaulting more children,
authorities said.

Michael Flory, 48, was ar-
raigned on five charges of rape,
criminal sexual acts and sexual
abuse against five girls and two
boys aged between 7 and 11 years
old. Some of them lived near Flo-
ry’s former home in College Point
section of Queens.

He allegedly raped, sodomized
and otherwise sexually abused the
children in his home and in his
van.

Authorities are investigating
whether he assaulted any of the
three children he has with his wife,
with whom he lives in West Hemp-
stead in Long Island.

School drug testing

HONOLULU — Mid-Pacific

Institute will become the
first school in Hawaii to begin test-
ing students for drug use when a
voluntary, confidential program be-
gins next fall at the private school
in Manoa.

The administration mailed let-
ters announcing the program to
parents and posted information on
the school’s Web site. About 1,170
students in grades six through 12
would be eligible for testing.

A student and his or her parents
must agree the student should be
subjected to the random tests, said
high school principal Richard
Schaffer.

‘The program is intended to “gen-
tly force a discussion between par-
ents and students,” said school
president Joe Rice. Parents, not
the school, will be informed of re-
sults of the urine tests, he said.

Playground memorial

CROTHERSVILLE — A
playground with

asmall cas-

ins from marrying because of an in- school
creased likeli their children
will have birth defects. tle and treehouse will serve as a

Kopriva told the couple her rul-
ing would not prevent them from
being married in another state that
permits it.

About half of the states allow
first cousins to marry, according to
www.stateline.org, a Web site on
state laws.

Wholesome cheerleading

AUSTIN — The Friday

night lights in Texas could
soon be without bumpin’ and grind-
in’ cheerleaders.

Legislation filed by state Rep. Al
Edwards of Houston would put an
end to “sexually suggestive” per-
formances at high school athletic
events and other extracurricular
competitions.

“It’s just too sexually oriented,

memorial for a 10-year-old girl
who was abducted and drowned
after happening upon people mak-
ing methamphetamine.

The plans for the new play-
ground were announced at
Crothersville Community School
after designers spent the day talk-
ing with students about their ideas
for the memorial for Katlyn
“Katie” Collman.

The fifth-grader was abducted
Jan. 25 while returning home in
the town about 40 miles north of
Louisville, Ky., after running an er-
rand. Her body was found five
days later, in a creek north of Sey-
‘mour.

Charles Hickman, 20, has been
charged with murder and criminal
confinement.

Stories and photos from wire services
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EDITOR

We’'ll take ‘sed y’ things

Hey, I think it’s cool that servicemem-
bers at Camp Victory want to have a
paintball field, and I applaud them for
trying to spend Morale, Welfare and Rec-
reation funds for something that they
feel is productive (“Paintball field in
Iraq?” letter, March 12).

As for all the “sedentary” things they
have — the Internet, pool tables and mov-
ies — could they pack them up and send
them to my soldiers? We don’t have any
of that.

Here at Patrol Base Razor we have a
dining/gym/conference/televi-
sion-with-DVD (no satellite) room. And
in order to go outside and play sports, we
get to suit up and carry real weapons
with bullets!

T have nothing but love for all the sol-
diers and civilians who send us support.
My chain of command ensures we are re-
ceiving what can be provided to us, and
truly are concerned about our welfare.
Props to the dining facility guys at For-
ward Operating Base Brassfield-Mora
for the microwave pizzas and Gatorade.
Thanks!

‘We don’t have a post exchange, and
items get trucked in on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday.

So, for all of you unhappy with the way
you have it, come on down. We can chat
while we burn the crappers in the morn-
ing, and get some “pray and spray” in the
afternoon in fabulous downtown Samar-
ra.

The soldiers here in Razor, Patrol Base
Olson and Patrol Base Uvanni are amaz-
ing people. Every day they put on a
smile, go out to do what has to be done,
and laugh at all of you complaining about
how bad you have it.

Don’t come out here and tell us how
good you have it; we've become accus-
tomed to what we don’t have.

Sgt. 1st Class James A. Aikens
Patrol Base Razor, Iraq

No time for paintball

In response to “Paintball field in Iraq?”
(letter, March 12), I say this: Get a job.

1 was at Forward Operating Base Fal-
con for 11 months. It was hard enough to
find time to sleep and do laundry, much
less play paintball games. I found quite a
unique way to hone the skills needed to
perform the grunt tasks that my field ar-
tillery unit had been reorganized to ac-
complish. It was called patrolling, raids,
being targeted by roadside bombs and
car bombs, etc.

I could also take this time to whine
about why I am not eligible for the Com-
bat Infantryman Badge, which is a very
prestigious award. At the same time, I
am eligible for an award that has stirred
a lot of controversy — the Close Combat
Badge.

1 believe they should just do away with
this award (the CCB) all together. You
will have a combat patch to prove that

Dooneshury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

you are at war, if that is still what you
want to call it at Camp Victory. Maybe
they could make all the servicemembers
CBK (Close Burger King) badges.
Whatever happened to just being
happy that you got your soldiers and
yourself back to the States alive?
Sgt. Criss Dougherty
Camp Spearhead, Kuwait

It’s all about recognition

Whatever happened to selfless service?

I have been an infantryman for 23
years and am disgusted with all this talk
of Combat Infantryman and Close Com-
bat badges. Part of what noncombat
arms people don’t seem to understand is
that those of us who elected to be in com-
bat arms did so to belong to something
special, not to get ribbons and badges.
Our reward, we've always known, comes
from our peers.

Today the Army of One really is about
individual recognition; they've said it
themselves. I want my recognition.

Jump boots, berets, Airborne tabs,
cords and wings — all these things are
given to those who never wanted to earn
them. But the Army of One has decided
to issue badges, berets, tabs and ribbons
in the hope it generates pride. Not likely.

This is not the first time cooks, clerks
and drivers have fought and served with
the infantry. It's just the first time so
many individuals have wanted recogni-
tion.

Sgt. Elias Banales
Logistics Support Area Anaconda, Iraq

Don’t give them a badge

1 am an infantryman currently serving
my second tour in Iraq with the 3rd Infan-
try Division.

Reading Stars and Stripes daily has me
upset because of the tremendous re-
sponse to the Close Combat Badge. I un-
derstand that those soldiers not in the 11
(infantry) series who come under fire
should be given credit for what they have

done. But they should not be given a
badge of their own.

Sure, they took fire; sure, they lost sol-
diers; and sure, they might have done
something that closely resembles infan-
try work. They didn't intentionally go
looking for people to attack; they went
out to do their mission.

During the war, I went out looking for
the enemy. That is why I joined the infan-
try, to be the man on the front line, to be
the one getting shot at so other people
don’t have to. I chose it; so yes, I deserve
my Combat Infantryman Badge.

Most of the soldiers who went into
other military occupational specialties
did that so they wouldn’t get shot at. Yet,
when they do, they feel they are entitled
to something that T and my fellow infan-
trymen hold so dear to us. Why is that?

The bottom line is simple. If you want a
badge for combat, join the infantry.

Spc. Shaun Van der Linde
Camp Liberty, Iraq

AFN needs diverse opinions

Rush Limbaugh is not of interest to all.

Equal time needs to go to more moderate
interests, and, failing that, to progressive
ones.
1 hereby launch a campaign to hear Air
America once, at prime time, for every
time Rush is on the air. Please let your
local American Forces Network radio sta-
tion know that you need to hear more
than a paid announcement from the
party line.

Any other point of view is absolutely
necessary. Rush’s sources and motiva-
tions are highly suspect, and it would be
interesting to look on White House pay
records for what amounts go to the “Ex-
cellence in Broadcasting Network.”

T'would also be curious as to what influ-
ence leads this broadcast to be on AFN
on prime time four to five days a week,
with political balance only from my fel-
low Texan Jim Hightower, for five min-
utes, buried somewhere in the early
morning.

If we don’t demand freedom of choice,
we won't get it.

Emily Dolan Gordon
Grafenwohr, Germany

AF cost-cutting suggestions

The March 16 article “Terror war forc-
ing Air Force to cut costs” (Europe edi-
tion; “Air Force cutting costs amid short-
fall projection in billions,” Mideast edi-
tion) says that the top Air Force generals
are ordering the cutting of nonwar-relat-
ed spending because the war is costing
more than budgeted.

Would someone suggest to them that
perhaps they can save by cutting down
on the “Combat Pretty” activities and
lengthening Air Force combat tours from
four months to 12 to 18 months like the
Army — or at least somewhat longer, like
the other services, saving immensely on
rotation costs?

Robert D. Doleman
Eulenbis, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Checkpoints force split-second decisions

BY PAUL RIECKHOFF

or troops serving in Iraq, few deci-

sions are black and white. Every

day is a world of gray.

This month’s shooting death of

Ttalian intelligence agent Nicola Calipari at
an American military checkpoint was a mis-
take that unveiled the enormity of the de-
mands we place upon our troops every day
in Iraq.

When I served in Iraq, I understood the
tremendous responsibility I had as an Ameri-
can soldier. T knew that every single thing T
did reflected the face of America to the
world. The weight of this knowledge made
serving in Iraq hard for me, and all of my fel-
low soldiers. Conveying what that responsi-
bility felt like to civilians was even harder.

Think about it. Not only do our troops
have to be concerned with roadside bombs,
protecting their buddies, rocket-propelled
grenade attacks, avoiding civilian casualties,
struggling to pay their bills, and the
back-door draft, but they also have to worry
about being crucified by the world press af-
terward. No wonder roughly 1 in 5 troops re-
turns home with post traumatic stress disor-
der.

Our troops live in a fishbowl for all to see
— the ultimate in reality TV. And they face a
crucible, not in the threat of the insurgency,
but in the world’s largest peanut gallery —
lhe press. I am sure Green Bay Packers

Brett Favre can toa
degree, with the scrutiny our troops face.
But the pressure of making a big play in the
fourth quarter of the Super Bowl is nothing
compared with the anxiety that a young sol-
dier experiences at a checkpoint in Iraq.
Our troops deal with the greatest gathering

of Monday-morning quarterbacks this plan-
et has ever seen.

Put yourself in our shoes. Imagine looking
down the barrel of your weapon and decid-
ing whether to shoot a white sedan, at three
in the morning, barreling toward your
squad, the day after your best friend was
killed by a car bomb on the same road.

This is the colossal task we are asking our
sons and daughters to complete in our name:
to brave incredible personal danger while
diplomatically executing U.S. foreign policy
in Arabic before the world media. They have
done everything we have asked of them, and
then some.

So, to those who are eager to throw judg-
ment at our people in uniform, I ask you:
please slow down. This is not the Michael
Jackson trial, and you were not there. You
were not in that car, or behind that machine
gun. And until a thorough investigation is
conducted, our soldiers deserve at least the
benefit of the doubt.

Giuliana Sgrena, the Italian journalist
who speculates that she was targeted by the
American military at the checkpoint, stated,
“For [the Americans], war is war, human
life doesn’t count for much.”

Ma’am, this could not be further from the
truth. Please do not blame the warriors for a
war that you oppose.

We, the American soldiers, do value
human life — tremendously. We see it
wrenched from our Iragi and American
friends every day. But mistakes do happen
in war, and we will replay them in our heads
forever. We often put ourselves at tremen-
dous risk in order to keep Iraqi civilians
safe. I wonder how many times Ms. Sgrena
has taken off her helmet and body armor in

Italian Premier Silvio Berlusco

, left, looks on as images of the funeral of Italian

intelligence agent Nicola Calipari are shown, at right, during the RAI network TV show
“Porta a Porta” hosted by Bruno Vespa. Calipari was killed by American forces in Irag
during the release of abducted journalist Giuliana Sgrena.

a crowded meeting with a local imam in
order to demonstrate her trust and support.

During my tour as an infantryman in Iraq,
I manned and commanded hundreds of
checkpoints. I never saw any American sol-
dier deliberately target civilians — Iraqi,
Italian or otherwise. And if I had, I guaran-
tee you that those soldiers would be serving
time in Leavenworth right now. Not only is
Ms. Sgrena’s statement wrong, but also it is
insulting. We soldiers are not cold-hearted,
baby-killing robots.

Everyone in Iraq is scared — not just the
civilians.

The death of the Mr. Calipari is a terrible

tragedy for all involved. But the American
soldiers deserve a fair hearing without hav-
ing to face baseless claims assaulting their
professionalism and moral judgment. Our
soldiers are patriots caught in the ultimate
Catch-22. We are America’s sons and daugh-
ters doing the best we can, and playing out
our cards, despite the very the tough hand
we have been dealt. We are trying desperate-
Iy to avoid both killing innocent civilians and
ending up in a box ourselves.

Paul Rieckhoff served as an Army Infantry Platoon
Leader in Iraq with the 3rd Infantry and 1st Armor
divisions. He i now the Executive Director of
Operation Truth, an Iraq Veterans group that
advocates on behalf of troops and veterans.

‘In our prayers’: No deference to spiritual essence

€€ ou're in our prayers.” I have
noticed this phrase being of-
fered more and more lately.

Whether coming from news-
casters, movie stars, politicians and other
public figures as in,
“We're sorry to report
that Joe at the station
has cancer — Joe,
please know you are in
our prayers,” or, “To
all the servicemen and
women out there,
please know you are in
our prayers,” to what
I've often heard or
overheard in private
conversations, as in,
“I'm so sorry to hear
that — know you are in

Betsy Hart

our prayers.”

I can’t help but worry that “you’re in our
prayers” has become the new “have a good
day.” (By the way, it’s usually “our prayers”
instead of what would be the more account-
able “my prayers.”) I am not talking here
about folks who might say, “Wow, I am real-
ly going to pray for you on that.” I've been
the recipient of such genuine love many
times. Nor am I suggesting I can always
know what's in the heart of someone who
says, “You're in our prayers.” That newscast-
er or movie star or politician might really go
home, get on his knees, and pray for the in-
tended. That's great.

I'm just suggesting that “you’re in our
prayers” is a phrase that today one often
hears uttered too casually. I know this most
because, even as a professing Christian,
have to admit I have too often been a casual
utterer — and I've had to call myself to ac-
count on it.

1 mean, real prayer means something. It's
powerful. At some level we must recognize

it as uniquely so or we wouldn't offer it —
even casually — as one of the most comfort-
ing things we can say to someone else.
“Know you're in our discussion group!” just
doesn’t cut it.

“You're in our thoughts” is better, but
that's almost always coupled with prayer as
in, “you’re in our thoughts and prayers.”

We want the positive benefits of prayer,
which we recognize to be powerful. But we
too often, it seems, call it down as perhaps
only some sort of magical

when he’s screaming at his computer, or
say, “Steve damn it!” when his car has bro-
ken down. Because no one believes there is
any power in such names, so there is no
point in taking them in vain.

And so back to the “prayer” front. I'm not
at all sure if the “you’re in our prayers” lan-
guage is more common than it used to be, or
if 'm just noticing it more.

What is clear is that we live in an increas-
ingly secular age. Yet when almost anyone is

with a person he cares about who

ward off evil spirits or something.

Tronically I think we can sometimes, as a
culture, show what we recognize as being
true by what we treat vainly. So, conversely
to the positive connotations of “you’re in our
prayers,” people regularly take the names
“God” and “Jesus Christ” in vain in either
excitement or more often anger. Yet, no one
would think to say, “George Washington!”

is in pain or sadness, no matter what the reli-
gious beliefs or practice of either of them —
he believes that the most powerful thing he
can say, the thing that will offer by far the
most comfort and assurance, is “know that
you are in our prayers.”

T'm not at all suggestmg we smp offenng

every time we say it, we really think about it.
If we believe that true prayer is really power-
ful, if we believe it offers assurance or com-
fort when we promise it to others, then we
should be careful to not leave it just as words
but to pray and pray rightly for the person
for whom the prayer was promised.

If we have no intention of genuinely lifting
up that person in true prayer, then we have
no right to offer such words of comfort — for
they are rendered empt

Talso can't help but find it fascinating that
aculture that largely disdains God is so used
to hearing people, even people on the nation-
al stage with no known religious beliefs, so
regularly appeal to the power of prayer. Per-
haps it’s that we want that power of prayer
— but religious or not, we too often don’t
want what the powerful God behind true
prayer requires of us.

such t every
time we hear lhal phrase, and especlally

Betsy Hart s a frequent commentator
N and Fox News Chan

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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EUROPEAN FORECA!

Benelux: Partly to mostly cloudy.
Highs in the mid 50s to mid 60s.
Tuesday lows in the low to mid 40s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly to mostly
cloudy with isolated rainshowers.
Highs in the mid to upper 50s;
Tuesday lows in the low to mid 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy
with dense morning fog.Highs in the
upper 40s to mid 50s. Tuesday lows
in the mid 20s.

France: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers in the nort
Highs in the low 60s. Tuesday lows in
the low 50s.

Northern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the mid 50s to mid 60s.
Tuesday lows in the mid 20s to mid
30s.

Southern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 50s to mid 60s.
Tuesday lows in the mid 30s.

Hungary: Sunny. Highs in the mid 40s.
Tuesday lows in the low to mid 20s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with
morning fog. Highs in the low 60s.
Tuesday lows in the low 30s to low
40s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs in
the low to upper 60. Tuesday lows in
the low 30s to mid 40s.

Kosovo: Partly to mostly cloudy with
morning fog. Highs in the mid 60s,
Tuesday lows in the low 30s.

Norway: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers and snow.
Highs in the mid 30s to low 40s.
Tuesday lows in the low 20s to mid

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rain. Highs in the mid 60s
to low 70s. Tuesday lows in the low
to mid 50s.
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Horoscope

Mercury, now retrograde, plays a
trick or two before the day is out. It's
as if the universe has handed out a
pop quiz titled: How Orga-
nized Are You, Really? If
you've set up a system that
involves others, just be sure
they understand it too. The
results of communication
are precarious at best, but
this improves when you
write things down.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 21). You have a
knack for knowing which is
the most fruitful action to
take, so you get what you
want quickly this year! On your road
to success, it's lucky to bring along
your friends every way you can.
You'll be hiing, inviting and inspiring
those close to you. Cancer and
Sagittarius are wonderful partners
for romance. The best time to travel
is May.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A
house is only as sturdy as its founda-
tion. A caris only as fast as its
engine. And you are only as effec-
tive as your mind. On this day filled
with distractions, mentally imagine
yourself winning, and then, continue
on.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A
test situation is not real life, but it's a
solid indicator of how real life will go
down when you're in the heat of the
fire. Create a drill to thoroughly
prepare yourself for an upcoming
stressful situation.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
There's a raw and gritty feeling
about all you witness today. Other
air signs help you avoid getiing
sucked into a “downer” mood. The
naked truth doesn't have to be sad
— it can also make you laugh out
loud.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Opportunities only arise when you
consciously put yourself in line for
them. So buy your ticket, and step
tight up. Love is complicated
enough. Finding potential partners
should be the easy part.

LEO (luly 23-Aug. 22). Ro-

4

Holiday

mance is only one kind of love.
Platonic affection, admiration for a
mentor, familial connection and
spiritual bonds are also sources of
great fulfilment. Let love in its many
forms lift you higher.

VIRGO (Aug.
23-Sept. 22). You
consider a situation,
territory or person to be
yours. But much that we
lay claim to cannot be
owned. Realize this, act
accordingly, and you are
fantastically lucky.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). It feels like
you're sneaking around in
order to avoid hurting
someone’s feelings. Trust
your instincts on this one, although
down deep, you know you've got a
right to love whomever you choose.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You've got it all over the competition,
and you know it. Don't gloat! There
is still room for improvement. Keep a
private journal of your strengths and
all the ways you're different from
your rival

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). The tumultuous emotions in
the air affect you for sure. But stay-
ing in @ good mood is not rocket
science. Spending time with some-
one sunny still puts a smile on your
face.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You need to build your self-es-
teem more than you need to accom-
plish heaps of work. Make success
an easy and doable process! Break
projects down into smaller tasks.
You're trying to do too much too
fast.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
The best opportunities are once
removed from your immediate
resources: Contacts made through
your children’s friends, your friends’
friends and your colleagues’ friends
are the luckiest.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Negotiations are featured. You are
up against an operator who is much
smoother than sug-
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Across
1 Lotion additive
5 Barnyard call
8 Nile bird
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(C
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THE RUINO--

12 Petula Clark
hit

14 Zilch

15 Cheeriness

16 Oversupply

17 Lubricant

18 Prison official

20 Pictorial poser

23 Easy stride

24 Fi kating
Jump
25 Dark solar area
28 — culpa
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30 Princess’

insomnia cause

32 Soda-shop
treats

34 Authentic
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36 Thick

37 Environment
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Down
1 Commercials
2 Bud’s partner
3 Possess
4 Imbue with spirit
5 Seethe
6 Grain bristle
7 Windflowers
8 Marching
properly
9 Piglet's papa
10 Grooving on
11 Witnessed
13 Anything but that
19 Basilica area
20 Aries
21 Former mates
22 Boyfriend
23 Olympic coasters

25 Detectives (SI.)

26 Admitting
clients

27 Afternoon socials

29 Garfield's pal

31 Stout’s cousin

33 Got down pat

34 Go to bed

36 Iconoclastic art
movement

37 Atomizer output

38 Between jobs

39 Mount Holyoke
founder Mary

40 Erstwhile

43 Constitution
letters

44 Khan title

45 Section of L.A.?

46 Sloppy place
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Sister’s stealing full-grown problem

Dear Abby: My sister, “Pame-
la,” constantly steals things that
belong to me. It can be anything
from underwear to jewelry. When
I catch her wearing whatever she
“borrowed,” the belongings go
missing. Pamela then claims that
she returned them. I have to beg,
cry, and finally search
her room and car to find
them. Most of the time
they’ll be ruined.

This is causing a great
strain on my life and our
relationship. It has
reached the point that T
have told my sister I no
longer want anything to
do with her because she’s
deceitful, hurtful and
selfish. I honestly think
she has some sort of OCD
or does it for the thrill.

Oh, we are not teenagers. I am
26 and Pamela is 24. We are both
adults with master’s degrees and
full-time jobs.

— Fed Up in Quebec

Dear Fed Up: Excuse me, but
how is Pamela able to take pos-
session of your property? If
you're living under the same
roof, have a deadbolt lock in-

Nephew curious about female anatomy

Dear Annie: vy
husband has a 9-year-ol
nephew, “Taylor.”

Taylor’s parents are
divorced, and he lives
with his mother in anoth-
er state. We don't see
them often.

The problem is, Taylor
is beginning to be curi-
ous about sex and the
female body. We have a
3-year-old daughter, and
Taylor is unusually inter-
ested when she gets a
diaper change. Since he visits
infrequently, I have tried to
ignore his fascination. However,
my husband is taking me on a
trip, and I have asked my s
ter-in-law to watch my children,
and she will bring Taylor.

I am not concerned that Taylor
is going to touch my daughter
inappropriately, but T would
prefer that he not learn about the
female anatomy from my child.
1s this something that my hus-
band or I can discuss with my
sister-in-law?

— Nervous Mom
in Nevada
Dear Nervous: Taylor’s curiosi-

Dear

Annie’s Mailbox

stalled on your bedroom door
and use it while you're out. If not,
have your dwelling re-keyed.

Dear Abby: 1 arew up with a
friend I'll call “Muffy.”

Muffy was raised in a rich,
sheltered environment, Her moth-
er did everything for
her. She never taught
her daughter how to
wash dishes, do laundry,
clean house, etc. I, too,
waited on Muffy. As a
child, I thought I was
supposed to take care of
her.

Muffy is now an
adult, a recluse with few
friends. She still lives
with her mother, even
though she has a job
and could move out on
her own. Muffy is a nice woman.
My problem is that her mother
expected us to be best friends
throughout our lives. She and
Muffy can’t seem to

Dear Abby

comments to me that I should
remain friends with Muffy. It
seems Muffy’s mother won't let
the subject drop.

Muffy should be free to make
new friends. In the end, she is the
one who has been hurt by not

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
B{I_‘ by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words,

LEROD

C'mon. buy a broo
Why aré yol so cheap?

learning how to live i
ly and take care of herself.

92005 Tribune Media Services, Inc
Al Rights Reserved

— in Kansas
Dear Independent: Not only
did Muffy’s mother

| WAKTE

her daughter’s physical depen-
dence, it appears she nurtured
her daughter’s emotional depen-
dence as well.

Tagree that Muffy “should”
learn to live

L0

HASFIM

an
“should” befvee to make new
friends. However, at this point in
her life she may not have the
tools to do either. It would be a
kindness to encourage her to get
professional help so she can
figure out where her mother ends
and she begins. Only then will
your childhood friend be able to
truly get on with her life.

that I have a husband, a son and
other responsibilities that include
work.

My mother and Muffy’s mother
are best friends, and Mom often

ty is normal, and there
is nothing wrong with
discussing the boy’s
budding interest with
his mother. Tell her,
“I've noticed Taylor is
at the age where a
girl’s body is fascinat-
ing to him, and he has
been paying a lot of
attention to the baby's
diaper changes. He's
ready for you to talk to
him about the physical
differences between
boys and girls. I don’t want him
to fixate on the baby simply
because he doesn’t have enough
information from you.”

This should open a frank dis-
cussion.

Dear Annie: My daughters
have graciously decided to give a
25th wedding anniversary party
for their father and me. They
asked me for a guest list, which T
provided. The affair will be held
at a local hotel banquet room,
and cold drinks and finger food
will be served.

My daughters would like me to
register for gifts at some local

Letters for this column — with your

to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

stores and include this informa-
tion in the invitation. After 25
years, I could use some new
things, but I am unsure of the
proper etiquette.

Please give us some guidance.
We want to do the proper thing.

— Silver Sue

Dear Silver Sue: Bless you for
caring enough to ask. It is not
appropriate to register for a 25th
anniversary. Registries are a
way to help guests select items
that will assist brides in setting
up their new households. Al-
though you might need a lot of
things, it doesn’t mean your
guests should provide them.

Many couples in your position
have their friends and family
members discreetly pass the
word to donate money to charity
in their names, or contribute to a
special “second honeymoon”
fund set up by the children, or
something along those lines.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

WHY THE DOOR-

TO-DOOR SALES-
MAN WAS SPURNED.
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(Answers tomorrow)

BEFIT  PHONY  QUIVER FABLED
When the judge had an early court call, he
found defendants ~ UP BEFORE HIM

Now arrange the circled letiers
to form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

Jumbles:

Saturday’s i
Answer:

Family Circus
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g e o

t, or write
to: Annie's Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

tamilycircus.com

N5

“The snow melted before | was done
playing with it.”

©Gary Larson
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Spring Training glance
AMERICAN LEAGUE.

Los Angeles 1
Tampa Bay 600

Kansas City
Minnesota

Seattle
NATIONAL LEAGUE

=

ganfrancisco

1
it-squad_games count
standing 5< Qames ST Ron et lague
teams

urday's games
alimore s, Bosmn
oronto 7, Houstor
ORI 1E, Afana (55) 7
i 4, Minnesota 1

52
ingtdn’s Cle 2

hl\ade pma(ss)a Anam(

‘Tampa Bay 6, Philadelphia

New York Yankees (539 8. Cloveland (s5)5
Mets 6, Florida 0

Pitsburgh & New York Yankees (s5)3

LA Angels & Texas 3

olorado 4, Galdand (s5) 3

rizona (597, Sea

icago White $0x 3, Kansas Cit
5 (ss)s gan Francisco d

's games
Houston vs. Florida at Jupiter,
Cincinnati vs. Toronto at Dunadin, Fla
Boston vs. Piitsburgh at Bradenton, Fia.
Detroit (59 vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers,
2.
N.Y. Yankees vs. Tampa Bay at St. Peters-
burg, Fla.
s Louis (ss) vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla
Mets (55) vs. Baltimore at Fort Lau

Hth\adelnma vs.
a
‘Washington vs. L.A. Dodgers (ss) at Vero
Beach, Fla.
- Lous (55) vs. Detrot () at Lakeland,
a
L Dodgers (59 v N.Y. Mets (s5) at Port
exas s. Milwaukee at Phoenix
san rramsco vs. 0akland at Phoenix
o

Cleveland at Winter

ucson, Ariz.
Cubs vs. San Diego (ss) ai Pecria,

iz,
Chicago White Sox vs. LA. Angels at
Tempe, Ariz.

Anmna (55) vs. San Diego (ss) at Yuma,

CoHege basketba

National Invitation Tournament

First Round
fonday, Marcl

Western Mighigan 5% Marguite 40
Tuesday, March 15

Holy Cross 78, Notre'Dame 73

South Carolina 69, Miami 67

Virginia Tech 60, Temple 50

Depaul 75, Missouri 70

ostor
lemphis 90, Northeasiem 65
Vanderbilt 67, Indiar

Taras A 3, Clemon 75
Maryland 85, Gral Roberts 72
arch

UNLV 89, Arizona State
Friday, March 18
Cal state Fullerton 85, San Francisco 69
Saturday, March 19
st. Joseph's 55, Buffalo 50
Davidson 82, Southwest Missouri State 71
Wichita State 84, Western Kentucky 81
gasecond found
day, March 19
Memphis 83, wgmmach 62
Texas ARM 5 Depaul 72
Texas Chistian (23 e W estern ichi

55 (25.6) atsaint Joseptis Q11D
Wichite Stas (233 3 Vangerbit (515

h 22
G Fullerton Q1-10) at Seorgetown (16-12)
INLV (17-13) at South Carolina (16:

Wednesday, March 23
Davidson (238 at Maryiand (17-12)

Men’s NCAA Div. Il tournament
n rf nals
W dnes h 23
int (23-8) v Mount O\lv /e (29-4)
Tar\ewn State 414 -8) vs. Cal Po\y Pomona

Me'tm State (29:3) vs. Virginia Union (27-4)
¥n (28:5) vs. Findlay G0-3)

Thursday, March 24
pEnyant/Mount e vs Tareton state/Cal
o
Metro State/Virginia Uion vs. Lynn/Find-
lay winner
Saturday, March 26
Championship

Men’s NCAA Div. lll tournament

Friday, March 18
mifinais
At Salem: va.
Rochester 65, Calvin 62

Wis.-Stevens Pt. 81, York, Pa. 58
day, March 19
Atsalem, Va,
“Third Place
Calvi 98 Yorl P 84
ionship

Wis.-Stevens Pt. 73 Ruches(er 49
Men’s NAIA Div. | tournament
arterfinals

‘Iu
urday, March 19
Carrol, Mont 6158 Xau
bt Morris-Ghicagd. 58, Georgetown,
zusa pacific 82, Mountain St. 66

John Brown 58, Biola 56 s
s

JohmBrown (89 X Carrol Mont, 28
(s Ppaciic (285) Vi Robert Morris-Ch

Tuesday, March 22
Championship

Malaysian GP

Formula One

At Sepang intemationalcircut
Sepang Mlaysia,
enot

1, Fernands, A\onso. e Benault, 56
o, I hour, 31 mines, 33736 secohds,

7. Jarmo Trul, tal
3. Nick Hel mfem
56, 13205,
Ty pablo _Montoya, _Colombia,
Melareiercades, 56, 1318367,
5, Ralf Schumacher, Germany, Toyota, 56,

, Toyota, 56, 1:31:58.
rmmany. Wil SV,

6. David Coulthard, Britain, Red Bull, 56,

7. Michael Schumacher, Germany, Ferrari,
56,1:32:53.724.
& Shiisfan Kien, Austria, Red Bull, 56,

Kimi Reionen, Finland, McLarer-er-

i beoe Massa, Brazil, Sauber, 1 1ap be-
hin
1. Narain Karthikeyan, India, Jordan, 2
laps bl
T\ego Monteiro, Portugal, Jordan, 3

laps
go Chrvsn“an Albers, Netherlands, Minar-
s b

ified
Rubens Barrichells, Bran ferrar, 4 laps
completed.
Glancarlo Fisichella taly, Renaul, 36,
Webber, Australia, Williams-BMW,

36 Jacques Villeneuve, Canada, Sauber, 26
Jenson Button, Britain, BAR Honida, 2 Anfho-
ny Davidson, Brits londa, 2 Patrick
Friesacher, Austia, N

w

% Fernando A\onso SDam Renaut,

Giancarlo 2 el Remautt, 10
points.
3. Jamomun Italy, Toyota, 8
arrichello, Brazil, Ferrar, 8.

3 DAV Coulnars. Srtam fes Bl s -
3 "uan *Pablo " Montoya, — Colombia,

Mclaren, 8.
I Nick Heidfeld, Germany, Willams, 6.
Jaif sehumacher, Germany. Toyota, 4.
iam:

13
21 Wiichasl Schumacher, Germany, Férra-
i,
12, Kimi Ralkkonen, Finland. McLaren, 1.
c(ors Standings
L Renault 5P
3 Toyota, 12 3 Red Bull, 11.

6. McLaren
Aaron’s 312

sanmiag
At Atlapta Motor Speedway
eng: 154 miles
(St postion i parontieses)
) gl E wards Ford, 203, 54,841,
Stewart, Chevrolet, 203,
sstsg
3) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 203,
10) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 203, 571,250
@asey Kahne, Do dge, 205 203, szn 750.
(15)  reg Bifie, Ford, X 350,
el Waltin, Chéviowt, 203,

(1) Elliott Sadler, Ford, 203, $17,120.

.52(5& Jamie McMurray, Dodge, 203,
0. (6) Michel Jourdain Jr., Ford, 203,
ié7(5|'e) Martin Truex Jr., Chevrolet, 203,

3. (21) Kenny Wallace, Ford, 203, $23,805.
3, G5 David Sirerme,  Dodge, 203,

4 (17 Ashton Lewis Jr, Ford, 203,825,
15; (43) Randy. Laoié, Chevrolet, 203,

1557;19) Denny Hamlin, Chevrolet, 203,
7. (31) Jason Keller, Ford, 203, $19,105.

,(w Bobty Hamilton, Ford, 203, s1zs.
Reed Sorenson, Dodge,

6. (33) Johnny Sauter, Dodge, 203, $19,705.
1. (5) Clint Bowyer, Chevrolet, 203,

2. (34) Jeremy Mayfield, Dodge, 203,

3. (8) Blake Feese, Chevrolet, 203, $15.258.
4, (9) Paul Menard, Chevrolet, 203,

516,555,
- (4) Jon Wood, Ford, 200, $15,
5125520 Stanton Sartens, Churalet, 199,
o 7. (33) Jimmy Spencer, Chevrolet, 199,
o 8, é’say Kertus Davis, Chevrolet, 199,
. (38) Derrike Cope. Ford, 197, $16,305.
. (36) Ryan Hemphill, Dodge, 195, $20,500.
1. (27) Brent Sherman, Dodge, 185, t0o

(13) Brandon Miller, Chevrolet, 182, ac-
cident, $14475.
3. (20) David Green, Ford, 181, accident,

18,145,
4. Q) 1), Yeley, Chevrolet 171, $17.430,
5. (41 Kim Crosby, Chebrolet, 164, too
e Shawna Robinson, Chevrolet, 160,
20 Geoffrey Bodine, Chevrolet, 150,

transmission, $14,300.
8. (30) Tim Fedewa, Dodge, 139, accident,
$16,760.

5. (1) Shane Hmiel, Chevrolet, 137,
st s

(42) Steve Grissom, Ford, 114, engine
failure, $16,665.

1. (32) Stacy Compton, Ford, 90, overheat-

ing,
% A2 Justin Labonte, Chevrolet, 5, acci-
dent,
43/25) Ror\ Hornaday Jr., Chevrolet, 2, acci-

dent, $14,511.
Race Statistics
Average speed of race winner: 130.651

vd.me of race: 2 hours, 23 minutes, 34 sec-
onds.
rgln oﬂvlctav¥ 1492 seconds.
ag laps.

amung  drivers,

30- 33 o oo 46 ts‘ St 473005,
Iohnsori eL67. T, rt 68, J. Johnson
076, T, Stewalt 7o B uhnson 87111,
Stowart 112, 1. Johnsoh 113-115, T. Stewart
ix,C Edwards 121126, ) Johnson 127140,
wart 141-153, J. Johnson 154158,

Sowyer 150-161, 1 Johndon TER76, G Bow

yer 177190, K. Kahne 191, C. Edwards

192-203.

Pmm standi lm!.l C.E Edwards 795 2, KHar-

ek wer, orerson,
5 M. Truex & A Lewis I 615. 7,

D S(remme 576.. & K Wa\lace‘ 5394 9,D. Ham-
in, 533. 10, G. Biffle, 505.

XM Satellite Radio Indy 200

saturday
At Phoenix International Raceway
Avondale, Ari

1 mille
. (6) Sam Hornish Jr., Dallara- Toyota, 200,
. (3) Helio Castroneves, Dallara-Toyota,
200, $93,650.
. 1) Tony Kanaan, Dallara-Honda, 200,
o . 5) Dario Franchitti, Dallara-Honda, 200,
3 Bégi Scott Sharp, Panoz-Honda, 200,
! (2) Dan Wheldon, Dallara-Honda, 199,
. (1) Bryan Herta, Dallara-Honda, 199,
. (11) Darren Manning, Panoz-Toyota, 199,

k<]

. (20) Patrick Carpentier, Dallara-Toyota,

0. (15) Kosuke Matsuura, Panoz-Honda,

'éa(ﬁ) Vitor Meira, Panoz-Honda, 198,
ééegé) Scott Dixon, Panoz-Toyota, 198,

éé “(01'5) Alex Barron, Dallara-Toyota, 198,
o bi (01’7) A.J. Foyt IV, Dallara-Toyota, 195,
s 5. (18) Danica Patrick, Panoz-Honda, 194,

i 9&39) Ed Carpenter, Dallara-Toyota, 193,
7. @) Tomas Scheckter, Dallara-Chevro-
let 91, Accident, $33,600.
Roger Yasukawa, Dallara-Honda,
176 ‘Mechanical, $33,600.
15,04 Ryan| Brlsco& Panoz-Toyota, 112,
Accident,$32
0. (1) Tomas Enge. Dallara-Chevrolet, 74,
ACSiden $an
S1855 Baul bana, Dallara-Toyota, 33, Me-
chanical, $31.300,
22 (107Buddy ice, Panoz-Honda, 14, Acci
dent, $31,3

Winner' averg %e vzgua. 155,753 mph.
i of ace: 1:30:235013 Marginof Victo-
Cautions:  for 3 laps.

s 7y ioeon 7374 Franchit.

ay
i, 75-78 Castroneves, 79-80'Kanaan, 81-122
8 Homish ir, i20-178,

189 Cas:

Jr.

; Hornish Jr 0. Wheldon
Foneves 70, Kangan 70, Manning 5.
Meira 31, Carpentier 48, Sharp 147, Franchitt
44, Herta 42.

Tennis

Pacific Life Open

rday

atu
At The Indian Wells Tennis Garden

indian Wells, Cali
Purse: Men, $2,724,600 (Masters); Women,
$2.1'mi er I

n
‘surface; Hard-Outdoor
Singles

NogerFederer(l) Swuzerland def. Guiller-
mo Canas (14), 2,63,

Leyton. Hevl st def Andy
RO T s 7(3) 76 (4)

Kim Gilsters, Son
port (1), United States, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2.

Bay Hill Invitational

Kenny Perry
Viiay Singh

10

sm ohen ames

VERYBOPY‘E- ELVMNATED
FINAL-|
Mﬁlrr OFFICE POOL
MEBOTN

TECHNOLOGY?
COULD BE USING THE

CORPORATE COMPUTER
TO FELP AIM WITA
His PICKs.

Adam Scott

38

Tommy Armour "

ok
ik Shdehan

Craig Perks

Safeway Intemational

Lorena ochoa

Toshiba Senior Clas:
Saturda)
At Newport Beach zmlnh", Club
N ort Beach, Calif.

Dave Eichelberger
Mark McNulty
Lonnie Nielsen

aiw:
Alejandro Quiroz, Mexi
Keith Horné, Souih Atica
M. Campbell, . Zealand
Terry Pikad

David Bransdon, Australia

a-amateur
5

76224

Golf Club
, Ariz.
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Schilling:
Canseco’s
career

‘a sham’

BY HOWARD ULMAN
The Associated Press

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Curt
Schilling believes that Jose
Canseco told the truth in parts of
his book and said Saturday Lhal
the slugger’s carcer was “a
sham” because he used steroids.

The Boston Red Sox pitcher
spoke publicly for the first time
since testifying Thursday during
a congressional hearing on ste-
roids and baseball.

Canseco’s lawyer, Robert Sau-
nooke, responded by noting that
steroids were not banned by base-
ball when Canseco used them.

Saunooke also questioned the
credibility of Schilling, who back-
tracked during the hearing from
his earlier claims of rampant ste-
roid use in baseball.

“Curt’s inconsistencies indicate
that he has no clue but supports
baseball so he can keep his
high-paying job,” Saunooke said
in a telephone interview with The
Associated Press.

In his book, “Juiced,” pub-
lished last month, Canseco
named several players including
himself and Mark McGwire, who
he said had used steroids.

At the hearing, Schilling sharp-
ly criticized Canseco.

“What you saw Thursday, un-
fortunately, was the result of
someone who didn’t think a lot in
a lot of different instances before
he ruined some people’s lives,”
Schilling said Saturday.

“That’s not to say that he lied. I
don’t believe his book is all lies.

“I believe that there’s some

“Curt Scl

truth in it, but that’s for each and
every one of us to decide.”

Schilling said he was wrong in
some of his past comments that in-
dicated steroid use in baseball
was greater than what he told the
committee.

“I made a mistake,” Schilling
said. “Being called on that [at the
hearing] made me actually start
to look at the subject matter in-
stead of guess about it.”

But Saunooke said Schilling
“was brought to Washington with
the sole purpose that he believed
[steroid use] was rampant, and he
changes his story.”

Schilling said Saturday that
983 percent of players passed
their tests for steroids. Saunooke
said “that number is totally mis-
leading” because it was based on
a small, random sample.

Schilling also said the public’s
perception is skewed because of
suspicions about high-profile play-
ers such as McGwire, Sammy
Sosa and Barry Bonds, and
Canseco’s statement that he used
steroids.

In 1988, Canseco became the
first player to hit 40 homers and
steal 40 bases in the same season.

“He admitted to being a cheat-
er. His whole career was a
sham,” Schilling said.
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Selig: baseball didn’t know about
possible steroid use 10 years ago

The Associated Press

MESA, Ariz. — Commissioner
Bud Selig rejected the notion that
baseball officials knew steroids
were a problem 10 years ago but
did nothing about it.

“It’s easy to look back and re-
write history,” Selig said Satur-
day. “People can say that we
knew, but I'd like to know on
what basis. There certainly is no
medical evidence. There was no
testing.”

Speaking during a spring train-
ing game between the Milwaukee
Brewers and Chicago Cubs, Selig
also dismissed the theory that
owners looked the other way on
steroids because they were happy
with the home run boom in the
late 1990s.

“I never had an owner say to
me, Tlike what you're doing, com-
missioner. These home runs are
helping us.’ All this business
about you should have known or
you could have known, I take
very seriously, but the programs
have kicked in, and we’re going to
have to do whatever we have to
do to eradicate steroids from our
sport,” Selig said.

“It’s not like we’ve ignored the

roblem. You can’t minimize the
health risk. Nobody is taking this
ghtly.

bellg admitted that he wished
he “knew in 1995 what I know
now,” but also defended base-
ball’s current drug-testing policy.

The sport banned steroids in
September 2002 and began test-
ing for them with penalties in
2004.

Under a new agreement this off-
season, players are tested ran-
domly and a first offense is sub-

Spring training

“What is the objective here in
the end?” Selig said. “The objec-
tive is to eradicate steroids from
baseball. That’s the objective. If
these programs do that, isn’t that
what we're supposed to have
done? I'm not going to rest until
we eradicate steroids. Whatever
it takes to get that done, that's
what we're going to do.”

Selig and other baseball offi-
cials testified Thursday at a con-
gressional hearing on steroids,
along with past and present slug-
gers such as Mark McGwire,
Sammy Sosa and  Rafael
Palmeiro.

The commissioner said he was
surprised that congress got il
volved so soon after baseball im-
plemented its new testing pro-
gram on March 3.

“Everybody was sort of patting
us on the back,” Selig said.

“Now we test year-round, ran-
dom tests, multiple tests, all the
things people had complained
about. Am I a little surprised that
the new program wasn’t at least
allowed to work a little bit? We
didn’t start testing until the 3rd of
March. The new program is in
force.

“Would T like tougher penal-
ties? I would. They asked me
about federal legislation. That is
something baseball would not ob-
ject to. This is a subject of collec-
tive bargaining. This is the pro-
gram that we have. At least it's
working,” he said.

The issil

said he

ject to a 10-day
fine.

‘wasn’t sure how baseball fared in

the court of public opinion during
the congressional hearing.

“It’s hard for me to assess,”
Selig said. “Nobody worries more
about the image of the sport than
I do. 'm proud of our players.”

In spring training games:

Orioles 8, Red Sox 0: At Fort
Myers, Fla., Daniel Cabrera al-
lowed one hll in five innings for
Baltimore.

Tigers 10, Braves (ss) 7: At
Lakeland, Fla, Andruw Jones
homered twice and made two
flashy plays in center field. Jones,
who drove in five runs, has six
homers and 14 RBIs in only 26
at-bats this spring.

Devil Rays 6, (ss) 4: At
St. Petersburg, Fla., Hideo Nomo
pitched four innings without al-
lowing an earned run.

Yankees (ss) 8, Indians (ss) 5:
At Winter ~ Haven, Fla,
sore-armed Hideki Matsui hit
two long home runs for New

Phillies (ss) 4, Braves (ss) 3:
At Kissimmee, Fla., Atlanta start-
er John Thomson gave up one run
and four hits in four innings.

Reds 4, Twins 1: At Sarasota,
Fla., Ken Griffey Jr. made his
first appearance on defense this
year, playing center field for the
first five innings.

Blue Jays 7, Astros 4: At Kiss-
immee, rookie starter Gustavo
Chacin pitched four solid innings
and Toronto took advantage of six
Houston errors.

Nationals 8, Indians (ss) 2: At
Viera, Fla., Tomu Ohka pitched
five slmng innings and Cristian
Guzman had another good day at
the plate for Washington.

Perry builds 3-shot lead in Bay Hill

The Associated Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Kenny

Perry was  worried  his
44-year-old body might be a little
stiff after playing 29 holes. He
found nothing had changed Sun-
day morning, finishing the third
round with a 4-under 68 that gave
him a three-shot lead over Vijay
Singh in the Bay Hill Invitational.

Perry continued to drive it long
and straight, including a 306-yard
tee shot on the par-5 16th that left
him only a S-iron into the green
for a two-putt birdie that extend-
ed his lead.

He was at 10-under 206 and
had the 54-hole lead for the first
time since the Greater Milwau-
kee Open two years ago, when
Perry was winning just about
every time he played. He looks
like he’s about to enter one of
those hot streaks, which might
make it tough on Singh and the
rest of the field at Bay Hill.

y swing is in order,” Perry
said. “I felt good. I didn’t feel stiff
and sore like I was worried
about.”

Singh had to scramble for par
on the easy 16th, and save par
from a bunker on the 18th to com-
plete a 69 and remain at 7-under

Golf roundup

209. K.J. Choi (70) and Stephen
Ames (71) were another shot be-
hind.

Singh came from behind for his
only victory this year at the Sony
Open. Even if he doesn’t catch
Perry, Singh was in excellent
shape to return to No. 1 in the
world.

He can thank Tiger Woods and
Ernie Els for that.

Woods, who took back the No. 1
spot two weeks ago by winning at
Doral, hit a tee shot out-of-bounds
late Saturday to fall from conten-
tion and failed to make up much
ground Sunday morning. He
made only one birdie to shoot 74,
his first round over par on the
PGA Tour this year. He was at
1-under 215, nine shots behind.

Els did his damage in the sec-
ond round Saturday morning
when he shot 77. He recovered
with a 69 in the third round, but
was still 11 shots out of the lead.

Singh will be No. 1 if he finishes
in a two-way tie for third and
Woods finishes out of the top 20.
He also could get to the top by fin-
ishing second, as long as Woods is

out of the top five. Woods was tied
for 26th going into the last round.

The tournament has been de-
layed from the start because of
rain Thursday that halted play
after only three hours. Some had
to play 36 holes on Friday, others
faced anywhere from 29 to 36
holes Saturday.

Ochoa gives back some of
lead in Safeway International

SUPERSTITION MOUNTAIN,
Ariz. — Lorena Ochoa gave up a
commanding lead with a double
bogey on the 16th, finishing with
a 1-under 71 to take a one-stroke
lead into the final round of the
Safeway International.

Johnson leads Toshiba Senior

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. —
Champions Tour rookie Mark
Johnson shot an 8-under 63 to
take a three-stroke lead over
former University of Houston
coach Keith Fergus after the sec-
ond round of the Toshiba Senior
Classic.

Casey wins TCL Classic
BEIJING — England’s Paul
Casey made a 20-foot birdie putt
on the second playoff hole Sun-
day to beat Paul McGinley of Ire-

land and win the TCL Classic.
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Alonso gives Renault
second F'1 win of season

The Associated Press

SEPANG, Malaysia — Fernan-
do Alonso won the Malaysian
Grand Prix on Sunday to give
Renault victories in the first two
races of the Formula One season.
Jarno Trulli was the runner-up
for Toyota’s first top-three finish.

Alonso’s teammate, Giancarlo
Fisichella, crashed, taking Will-
iams’ Mark Webber with him,
and seven-time F1 champion
Michael Schumacher earned his
first points of 2005 with a sev-
enth-place finish for Ferrari.

lonso,  thil in the sea-
son-opening _Australian Grand
Prix behind Fisichella and Ferra-
ri's Rubens Barrichello two
weeks ago, dominated from the
pole position for his second GP
title.

He covered 56 laps of the
3.445-mile Sepang circuit in 1
hour, 31 minutes, 33.736 seconds
— 24.3 seconds ahead of Trulli
and 32.1 ahead of Williams’ Nick
Heidfeld, who moved up from
10th place on the starting grid.

Edwards earns first
Busch victory in Aaron’s 312

HAMPTON, Ga. — Carl Ed-
wards is trying to speed up his

%3%* Racing roundup

learning curve by racing in two
grueling series at the same time.

So far, his busy schedule is
working out just fine.

dwards raced to his first
NASCAR Busch Series victory
Saturday, holding off several Nex-
tel Cup stars in the Aaron’s 312 at
Atlanta Motor Speedway.

Afterward, he came to a stop in
front of the main grandstand,
climbed out of his Ford and per-
formed a trademark backflip onto
the asphalt, delighting the crowd.

Edwards, who spent most of
2004 in lhe truck series, moved
up to Roush Racing’s Nextel Cup
team late in the season. He
showed plenty of promise with
five top-five finishes in 13 races.

‘This year, the 25-year-old Mis-
souri driver is running a full
schedule in Busch and Nextel
Cup, accelerating his experience
level in stock cars.

Clearly, he’s not bothered by
the hectic pace. Edwards is fifth
in the Nextel Cup standings, and
Saturday’s victory pushed him to
the lead in the Busch Series.

U.S. men’s soccer team
beats Honduras in tuneup

The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE, NM. —
Eddie Johnson keeps raising his
price.

Johnson scored late in the first
half for his seventh goal in six
games with the national team,
and the United States beat Hondu-
ras 1-0 Saturday in the Ameri-
cans’ final tuneup before next
weekend’s World Cup qualifier at
Mexico.

Goalkeeper Kevin Hartman
preserved the shutout when he
smothered a kick from Wilmer
Velasquez from in front of the
goal in the 88th minute.

The United States, 3-0 this
year, extended its unbeaten
streak to 16 games since a 1-0 loss
at the Netherlands on Feb. 18,
2004.

The Americans are unbeaten in
31 games against teams in soc-
cer’s North and Central Ameri-
can and Caribbean region since a
2-0 loss at Costa Rica on Sept. S,
2001.

But those runs could come to
and end on March 27, when the
Americans play at Mexico, where
they are 0-21-1 and will face more
than 100,000 hostile fans in the
smog and altitude at Mexico
City’s Azteca Stadium.
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Indy Racing League teammates Sam Hornish Jr. (6) and Helio Castroneves run side-by-side on lap 126 of the
XM Satelite Indy 200 Saturday at Phoenix International Raceway, in Avondale, Ariz.

Hornish reaches Victory Lane
for first time since '04 opener

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Sudden-
ly, Sam Hornish Jr. is back.

After a frustrating first season
with Team Penske, two-time Indy
Racing League champion Hor-
nish is back in Victory Lane and
back on top of the IndyCar Series
standings.

After finishing second in the
season-opening race two weeks
ago at Homestead, Hornish
backed it up Saturday with a
hard-earned victory in the XM
Satellite Radio Indy 200 at Phoe-
nix International Raceway.

“Really, it’s been a tough road
over the last year,” said Hornish,
whose only other victory with the
Penske team came in the 2004
season opener at Homestead.
“Every time we thought we were
turning the corner, something
else happened. This start has
been a real pleasant surprise.

“Last year, I thought there
were a lot of times when we could
have done something and I either
left a little bit on the table or
pushed too hard. What we set out

to do this year is be real consis-
tent and finish every lap, and
that’s what we’ve done so far.”

Another typical IRL photo fin-
ish appeared to be shaping up
with two laps to go Saturday be-
fore Dario Franchitti gambled
and lost.

With Hornish holding a narrow
lead over Franchitti after the last
of four caution flags in the
200-lap event, the Scotsman tried
an outside move on the restart on
lap 199 and wound up sliding up
the slick one-mile oval and scrap-
ing the concrete wall in turn two.

Hornish raced on to his 13th ca-
reer victory, beating teammate
Helio Castroneves to the finish
line by 1.04 seconds — about half
the final straightaway.

“We threw the dice,” Franchitti
said, shrugging. “I had to make a
move soon and understeered
right up into the wall. Sam was
just perfect on Lhe restart. He did
nothing wrong.”

“[Outside] was the only place
to go. Sam went low and I wanted
to go high and that was the re-
sult.”

Hornish, who seemed more re-

lieved than excited about his fast
start, said, “After I saw what hap-
pened to Dario, I knew that I
couldn’t make any mistakes be-
cause Helio was still there behind
me. But I knew Dario was my big-
gest competition and that Helio
and I have been pretty evenly
matched so far this season.

“It was a heck of a battle, in my
opinion, between Dario, Heho
and I from about halfway on.”

All three of the contenders
knew they had to make fuel stops
in the final 25 laps and Franchitti
was the first to do so, giving up
the lead to Hornish when he pit-
ted for tires and fuel on lap 179.

The Penske drivers stayed on
track longer, both making
fuel-only stops, with Hornish pit-
ting on lap 187 and Castroneves
‘making his stop on lap 190.

Franchitti, part of the powerful
four-car Andretti Green Racing
team that also fields entries for
reigning series champ Tony
Kanaan, Homestead winner Dan
Wheldon and Phoenix pole win-
ner Bryan Herta, found himself
second to Hornish when Tomas
Scheckter bounced off the wall
and brought out the final caution
flag on lap 193.

McCain: ‘Baseball can’t be trusted’ on steroid issue

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Saying
Major League Baseball “can’t be
trusted,” Sen. John McCain
warned Sunday that legislation
might be needed to force the
sport to change its steroids policy.

The Arizona Republican joined
the chorus of congressmen ex-
pressing  disappointment  with
baseball’s drug-testing plan after
testimony from Commissioner
Bud Selig and union head Donald
Fehr before the House Govern-
ment Reform Committee hearing
on steroids Thursday.

“It just seems to me they can’t
be trusted,” McCain told ABC’s
“This Week.”

“What do we need to do? It
seems to me that we ought to seri-
ously consider ... a law that says
all professional sports have a min-
imum level of performance-en-

Sports briefs

hancing drug testing,” McCain
said.

Committee chairman Tom
Davis, R-Va., said on CBS’ “Face
the Nation” that he agreed with
McCain’s suggestion that the U.S.
Anti-Doping Agency could be
called in to govern baseball’s test-
ing.

The independent agency over-
sees drug testing and discipline
for U.S. Olympic athletes.

Davis, whose committee sub-
poenaed current and former stars
and baseball executives to testify
Thursday, said he’s willing to
wait and see how Major League
Baseball handles drug testing and
punishment in 2005.

“They’ve got this season. We’ll

see how they respond when they
find someone testing positive,”
Davis told CBS.

Clijsters wins title; Federer,
Hewitt advance to final

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. —
Former No. 1 Kim Clijsters de-
feated top-ranked Lindsay Daven-
port on Saturday to win her sec-
ond Pacific Life Open title in
three years.

Clijsters, who withdrew during
last year’s tournament with a
wrist injury and missed most of
the year, defeated Davenport 6-4,
4-6,6-2.

The top two men’s players in
the world moved into their final.

Lleyton Hewitt outlasted Andy
Roddick in a match that went to
three tiebreakers, and defending
champion Roger Federer contin-
ued his dominating run with a
quick victory over Guillermo
Canas.

Hewitt edged Roddick 7-6 (2),
67 (3),7-6 (4) in a well-played, en”
tertaining night match that lasted
2 hours, 33 minutes. Federer
needed just 1:13 to beat Canas.

Pairings announced for

NCAA hockey tournament

PORTLAND, Maine — The Uni-
versity of Maine will play against
Minnesota in the first round of
the NCAA hockey tournament
after receiving a No. 4 seed in Sun-
day’s selection announcement.

The Black Bears (20-12-7) will
be forced to play on the Gophers’
home ice at Mariucci Arena in
Minneapolis next Saturday in the
West region. The winner of that
game will take on the winner of
the Ohio State-Cornell semifinal
in Sunday’s final.

Minnesota (26-14-1) is the
top-ranked team in the West re-
gion.

Maine and Minnesota met in
the national championship game
in 2002, with Minnesota coming
out on top, 4-3, in overtime.

Boston College is the top seed
in the East region, Denver in the
Northeast and Colorado College
in the Midwest. Each region has
four teams.

The regionals get under way
next Friday, with the Frozen Four
finals taking place in Columbus,
Ohio, beginning April 7 with the fi-
nals on April 9.

Norway’s Romoeren sets
ski flying world record
PLANICA, Slovenia — Nor-
way’s Bjoern Einar Romoeren set
aworld ski flying record for a sec-
ond time Sunday, leaping 239
meters to win a World Cup event.
Ahonen jumped 240 meters dur-
ing the last round but fell. He was
briefly hospitalized but returned.
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Morales wins bloody brawl

BY TIM DAHLBERG
The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Manny Pacqui-
ao fought desperately as blood
flowed from a bad cut over his
right eye. Against another fighter
it may have been enough, but
Erik Morales was not just another
fighter.

Morales, fighting with the cool
precision of a champion who has
been there many times before,
got the better of Pacquiao with
jabs and big right hands Saturday
night to win a close but unani-
‘mous decision in their 130-pound
showdown.

No title was at stake, but there
was plenty of national pride.

Pacquiao is a national hero in
the Philippines, Morales is re-
vered in Mexico, and between the
two they drew a sellout crowd of
14,623 to the MGM Grand hotel to
see them brawl.

They didn’t disappoint, going
after each other from the opening
bell in a fight that grew in intensi-
ty after Pacquiao was cut in the
fifth round when hit with a right
hand and the two clashed heads.

“"TIR

Though blood flowed in his eye,
Pacquiao fought gallantly and the
fighters went toe to toe in a frenet-
ic 12th round that had the crowd
standing and cheering.

All three judges had Morales
the winner, but not by much. He
won 115-113 on the ringside score-

cards, while The Associated
Press had Morales ahead
116-112.

“He was a tough guy. I hit him
with everything,” Morales said.
“I knew the guy was quick. I
knew boxing would be the key be-
cause he was so fast.”

It was the first fight at 130
pounds for Pacquiao, and Mo-
rales appeared to be the bigger
fighter and the bigger puncher.

Pacquiao fought inside with
flurries, but it was the right hand
of Morales (48-2) that was the big
punch in the fight.

Still, Pacquiao landed effective-
ly with both hands and kept
punching and coming forward
and in the 12th round seemed to
be landing the bigger punches.

“It was a close fight with a lot of
close rounds,” Pacquiao’s trainer,

E RACK
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Freddie Roach, said. “Morales
landed the bigger punches but
Manny landed more  combina-
tions.”

Pacquiao blamed the loss on
having to wear different type of
gloves than he usually uses. He
wore them because his promoter,
Murad Muhammad, signed a deal
for his fighter to wear them.

Neither fighter went down, but
it wasn’t for lack of effort. They
brawled at a relentless pace that
brought back memories of Mo-
rales’ three fights with Marco An-
tonio Barrera.

“I tried my best,” Pacquiao
said

Pacquiao (39-3-2) came into
the ring with the weight of his
country on his slight shoulders.
Some 30 million people in the
Philippines were expected to
watch the fight on live television.

In abother fight on the card,
Martin Castillo of Mexico re-
tained his WBA 115-pound title
with a unanimous decision over
Eric Morel (35-2) of Puerto Rico.
Castillo (28-1) led 119-109 on all
three scorecards in his second
title defense.

g
with a right hand in their super featherweight bout on Saturday gm

Consolidator’s San Felipe romp
gives Lukas a Derby contender

The Associated Press

ARCADIA, Calif. — Consolida-
tor was a record-setting winner of
the $250,000 San Felipe Stakes on
Saturday, giving trainer D.
Wayne Lukas a top Kentucky
Derby hopeful.

Consolidator,

fourth in the

LT san Vicente in
his last start at

Preps  Fovhwyvitey

was ready for

this race. The
colt owned by Bob and Beverly
Lewis won the 1'/1s-mile race in
1:40.11 — a full second faster
than the previous mark set by
Pole Position in 1979. His
6Y2-length margin of victory over
Giacomo also was a stakes
record.

Wilko, the Breeders’ Cup Juve-
nile winner, finished fourth in the
eight-horse field, with Bob Baffer-
t's Roman Ruler last in his first
start since finishing fifth in the
BC Juvenile on Oct. 30.

Consolidator will run next in ei-
ther the Santa Anita Derby on
April 9 or the Blue Grass Stakes
at Lexington, Ky., a week later.

Consolidator, ridden by Rafael
Bejarano, paid $16.40, $6.80 and
$4.20.

Rebel Stakes

Contenders fade at Oaklawn:
At Hot Springs, Ark., Afleet Alex
faded badly in the stretch and
Rockport Harbor couldn’t hold
the lead. That allowed Greater
Good ($11.20) to storm past both
for a half-length victory in the
$250,000 Rebel Stakes at Oak-
lawn Park on Saturday.

The surprising result in the
Kentucky Derby prep race raised

Survivalist charges to victory in
the Gotham Stakes at Aqueduct.

questions about two of the top con-
tenders for the May 7 Derby. All
three are likely to meet again in
the Arkansas Derby on April 16.

Odds-on favorite Afleet Alex,
with John Velazquez aboard for
the first time, was in contention
but fell way back and finished
last in the six-horse field. His sta-
ble said he had a lung infection,
but would be ready for his next
start.

Rockport Harbor, in his
3-year-old debut after building a
4-for-4 record, led from the start
but couldn’t hold off Greater
Good. Rockport Harbor is trained
by John Servis and ridden by
Stewart Elliott, the same team

that won the Derby and Preak-
ness last year with Smarty Jones.

Greater Good, ridden by John
McKee, won for the fifth time in
seven career starts and is 2-for-2
this year. Greater Good covered
1'/16 miles in 1:44.92.

Tampa Bay Derby

Favorite easy winner in Tampa:
At Oldsmar, Fla, Sun King
($2.10) pulled away in the stretch
and easily won the $250,000
Tampa Bay Derby, solidifying his
status as a Derby contender.

Trained by Nick Zito, Sun King
improved to 2-for-2 this year by
seizing control of the 1'/i-mile
race right from the start.

The winning time was 1.43.98,
just off the track record of
1:43.40. Next stop for Sun King is
the Blue Grass at Keeneland on
April 16.

Gotham Stakes

Ziro’s horse wins Gotham: At
New York, Survivalist ($8.90)
lived up to his name and won the
Gotham Stakes at Aqueduct,
sweeping past the field in the
final strides and withstanding a
steward’s inqui

Pavo, who finished second in a
gallant effort, was disqualified to
fourth after stewards ruled that
the colt’s jockey, Alan Garcia, in-
advertently whipped Naughty
New Yorker in the face during a
wild stretch run. Garcia somehow
managed to ride most of the race
with his feet out of the stirrups.

Survivalist, Galloping Grocer
and Naughty New Yorker are ex-
pected to run in the Wood Memo-
rial on April 9, a final prep before
the Kentucky Derby.

The winning time for the
one-turn mile was 1:35.61.
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Johnson guides Mavs to victory
after Nelson resigns as coac

The Associated Press

DALLAS — Dirk Nowitzki
scored plenty of points as usual.

The four-time All-Star is also
going to have to play consistent
defense now that the Dallas Mav-
ericks are Avery Johnson’s team
for good.

After Nowitzki scored 20 of his
33 points by halftime, he was
benched for a possession 20 sec-
onds into the second half after not
executing a defensive play to the
satisfaction of Johnson.

“I had him yanked out of there
because I wasn't pleased with his
defense,” Johnson said.

It was a tough first game for
Johnson even though the Maver-
icks beat Charlotte 104-93 Satur-
day night.

Still, it was special for Johnson,
the protégé who took over the job
‘when Don Nelson resigned earli-
er in the day. Johnson planned to
give the game ball to the man he
replaced.

While the Mavericks outre-
bounded Charlotte 49-33, the
Mavs struggled often on the de-
fensive side that Johnson stresses
so much. Nowitzki allowmg along
jumper by 7-foot-1 Primoz
Brezec was just one example of
many times Johnson cringed
courtside.

Nelson wasn't likely to put Now-
itzki on the bench for something
like that. Johnson did quickly.

“I didn’t do my job on defense,
1 let my guy get the ball too deep.
That’s a message he sent to me
and everybody,” Nowitzki said. “
came back in and did a better job.
We've all got to take that mes-
sage.”

Nelson, who remains a team
consultant, was never far away.
He watched much of his first
game in the new role from an
empty seat on press row.

The second-winningest coach
in NBA history was recognized be-
fore the game, waving to the
crowd from just behind the scor-
er’s table at midcourt. He
watched the first quarter from

4

the nearby tunnel, seemingly try-
ing to stay out of view before mov-
ing closer.

Nelson finished with a career
record of 1,190-880 over 27 sea-
sons, including stints with Mil-
waukee, Golden State and the
New York Knicks. He went
339-251 in eight seasons with Dal-
las, best in franchise history.

Heat 97, Knicks 82: At Miami,
Shaguille O’Neal scored 33 points
and Dwyane Wade had 30 to lead
the Heat to their 12th straight vic-

Roundup

ONeal also grabbed 17 re-
bounds as Miami won its 15th
straight at home and swept the
four-game season series with
New York for the first time in
franchise history.

O'Neal and Wade became the
first Heat duo to score 30 apiece
in a game since Glen Rice and
Khalid Reeves in 1995 against
Philadelphia.

Wizards 96, Jazz 95: At Wash-
ington, Gilbert Arenas rallied
from a scoreless first half with 22
points in the second, including
two free throws with 2.3 seconds
to play.

After Raja Bell hit a fadeaway
18-footer for Utah with 18 sec-
onds remaining, Arenas dribbled
down the clock for the final shot
and was fouled by Bell while driv-
ing the lane. Arenas made the
free throws, and Howard Eisley
missed a contested 16-footer at
the buzzer to send the Jazz to
their ninth straight los:

Larry Hughes scored 21 points
for the Wizards.

Bulls 94, 76ers 88: At Phila-
delphia, Othella Harrington
scored a season-high 24 points
and Ben Gordon had eight of his
22 in the fourth quarter, helping
Chicago snap a four-game losing
streak.

Allen Iverson, playing his sec-

Former Dallas Mavericks coach
Don Nelson, who announced his
retirement eal in the day,
watches from the wings as Avery
Johnson coaches the team against
the Charlotte Bobcats in Dallas on
Saturday. The Mavs won 104-93.

ond straight game with a chipped
bone in his left thumb, led the Six-
ers with 31 points.

Celtics 113, Hornets 100: At
New Orleans, Ricky Davis scored
27 points and Paul Pierce 23, help-
ing Boston cruise to its seventh
straight victory.

Magic 97, Trail Blazers 92: At
Portland, Ore., Grant Hill had 23
points and eight rebounds, and Or-
lando snapped a seven-game los-
ing skid by handing the Trail Blaz-
ers their fourth straight loss.

Magic interim coach Chris Jent
earned his first victory after tak-
ing over for Johnny Davis, who
lost his job Thursday.

Kings 111, Clippers 107 (OT):
At Los Angeles, Cuttino Mobley
scored 15 of his 24 points in the
fourth quarter, Mike Bibby had
two key baskets in overtime and
Sacramento completed its second
straight season sweep of Los An-
geles.

NBA suspends Francis indefinitely
for kicking courtside photogTapher

BY BRIAN SCHMITZ
The Orlando Sentinel

PORTLAND, Ore. — Orlando
Magic point guard Steve Francis
was suspended indefinitely by the
NBA on Saturday for allegedly
kicking a league courtside photog-
rapher Friday night in Seattle.

The length of the suspension
will be determined after the NBA
reviews a videotape Sunday or
Monday of the incident, which
was captured by another televi-
sion crew.

Francis was suspended without
pay for Saturday’s game in Port-
land against the Trail Blazers. He
will miss the Magic's next game
Tuesday in Charlotte, N.C.,
against the Bobcats, and maybe

more games, if the NBA deter-
mines his actions warrant a more
serious punishment.

The league suspended Dennis
Rodman for 11 games and fined
him $25,000 in 1997 for kicking a
courtside photographer in the
groin.

Reached on his cell phone in
Portland on Saturday, Francis
told the Sentinel, “It’s crazy. . .
don’t even want to talk about it
until I speak to my agent.”

Asked if he wanted a chance to
tell his side of the story, Francis
said, “It don’t make a difference.
The perception’s out there, so it
ain’t going to make a difference
what I say.”

Francis is the third Magic play-

er to have been suspended or
fined within the past week. For-
ward Stacey Augmon was sus-
pended for a game for abusing re-
porters, and guard DeShawn
Stevenson was fined $7,500 for
kicking a ball into the crowd.
Both incidents occurred after last
Sunday night's game against the
New Jersey Nets.

Jeff Reinking, a photographer
Who works Seattle SuperSonics

s for the league, said that

Francls kicked him in the thigh
early in the fourth quarter after
falling on top of him. Reinking
was :muoned beneath the Mag-
ic’s basl

“I fell back couldn’t get away
from him. Then he kicked me,”
Reinking told the Seattle Post-In-
telligencer.
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[ NCAA women’s tournament

Middle Tennessee takes down
another favorite from Carolina

The Associated Press

DALLAS — After tournament
upsets in consecutive seasons,
Middle Tennessee is no longer
content with being a spoiler.

“Getting any win in the NCAAs
is great,” guard Patrice Holmes
said. “Now, hopefully, we can get
to the Sweet 16 this time.”

It certainly seems possible for
the No. 12 seed, which notched an-
other first-round upset Saturday
night with a 60-58 victory over
fifth-seeded North Carolina State
in the first round of the NCAA
tournament.

Last season, the Lady Raiders
were a No. 13 seed when they
knocked off fourth-seeded North
Carolina 67-62.

It was Holmes who sent Middle
Tennessee (24-8) to the second
round, hitting the game-winning
jumper with 1.6 seconds left.

Holmes set a screen before find-
ing herself open near the top of
the key, letting the ball go almost
immediately after it touched her
hands.

Middle Tennessee players and
a few fans rushed onto the court
after the final buzzer, celebrating
the fourth NCAA tournament vic-
tory in school history.

Holmes, a senior who has start-
ed all 123 games in her career, fin-
ished with 26 points on 11-for-18
shooting.

Holmes’ heroics came after
N.C. State had tied the game with
26.6 seconds remaining on a bas-
ket by Tiffany Stansbury, who led
the Wolfpack with 16 points and
10 rebounds.

The loss ended an emotional
year for N.C. State coach Kay
Yow, who in January began treat-
ment for a recurrence of breast
cancer. She was forced to skip
two games, her first absences in
30 years of coaching.

“We know what Middle Tennes-
see was capable of,” Yow said.
“This team beat North Carolina in
the first round last year, so we
had that knowledge and it was an
advantage to us. We knew it
would be a tough game.”

N.C. State (21-8) played most of
the game without leading scorer
Billie McDowell, whose left knee
buckled as she plamed her leg for
a jumper with 11:57 left in the
first half. She writhed on the floor
for several minutes and remained
in the locker room for the rest of
the game.

X-rays revealed no breaks, but
McDowell was to undergo an
MRI on Sunday.

Texas Tech 69, Texas-Arling-
ton 49: At Dallas, LaToya Davis
had a career-high 26 points and
added 14 rebounds to lead the
fourth-seeded Red Raiders (23-7)
to their 14th straight first-round
victory.

Tempe Regional

Baylor 91, is St. 70: At
Seattle, Sophia Young scored 21
points and Steffanie Blackmon
added 13 to help the Lady Bears
rout the Redbirds.

Oregon 58, TCU 55: At Seat-

Middle Tennessee guard Patrice Holmes reacts after making the win-
ning shot against North Carolina State on Saturday in Dallas.

tle, Cathrine Kraayeveld scored
23 points and Brandi Davis hit
two critical three-pointers for
10th-seeded Oregon (21-9).

Virginia 79, Old Dominion 57:
At Minneapolis, Brandi Teamer
scored 17 of her 23 points in the
second half, Takisha Granberry
hit two key three-pointers to help
break it open and the Cavaliers
(21-10) celebrated their return to
the NCAA tournament after a
one-year absence.

Minnesota 64, St. Francis, Pa.
33: At Minneapolis, Jamie Bro-
back had 17 points and three
steals and Janel McCarville
added 12 points, 15 rebounds and
five blocks for the third-seeded
Gophers (25-7).

Arizona St. 87, Eastern Ken-
tucky 65: At Fresno, Calif,
Emily Westerberg scored 14 of
her 20 points in the first half and
the Sun Devils (23-9) advanced
past the first round for the second
time in four years.

Notre Dame 61, UC Santa Bar-
bara 51: At Fresno Calif., Megan
Duffy scored 18 points, hitting
seven free throws in the final
minute, and the fourth-seeded
Fighting Irish (27-5) bounced
back from a semifinal loss to Con-
necticut in the Big East tourna-
ment.

Kansas City Regional

Michigan St. 73, Alcorn St.
41: At Minneapolis, Liz Shimek
had 18 points and 13 rebounds to
help the top-seeded Spartans
(29-3) win their 13th straight
game.

Southern California 65, Louis-
ville 49: At Minneapolis, Chloe
Kerr scored 14 points, Camille Le-
Noir had 13 and Kim Gipson
added 12 for the eighth-seeded
Trojans (20-10).

Stanford 94, Santa Clara 5’
At Fresno, Calif., Candice Wi
gins played brilliantly in her
NCAA tournament debut, scoring
16 of her 29 points in a dominant
second-half outburst that carried
the top-ranked Cardinal (30-2) to
their 21st straight victory.

Utah 73, lowa St. 61: At Fres-
no, Calif, Kim Smith had 22
points and eight rebounds and the
10th-seeded Utes (26-7) rallied
from a 15-point first-half deficit
to beat the Cyclones (23-7).

Kansas St. 70, Bowling Green
60: At Seattle, Big 12 player of
the year Kendra Wecker scored
18 of her 25 points in the second
half to lead the Wildcats (24-7).

Vanderbilt 67, Montana 44: At
Seattle, Abi Ramsey scored all 13
of her points in the first half, and
Ashley Earley scored 15 of her 21
in the second half for the
fifth-seeded Ci 23-7).

NCAA Women’s tournament
PHILADELPHIA REGIONAL
First Round
Saturday, March 19
Middle Tennessee State 60, North Carolina

Texas Tech &% Toxas, Arington 49

New Mexico (6 e urdue 16-12)

Tennessee (26-4) vs. Western Carolina
(813)

Temple 27.3)vs.Louisiana Tech 20.9

Rutgers (25-6) vs. Hartford (2

Maryland (21-9) vs. Wisconsin-Green Bay
@7-3)
nd Round
Monday, March 21
Middle Tennessee State (24-8) vs. Texas
Tech (23-7)
Tuesday, March 22
Tennessee/Western Carolina vs. New Mex-
ico/Purdue
foremple/Louisiana Tech vs. Rutgers/Hart-

Maryland/Wisconsin-Green Bay vs. Ohio
state/Holy oro
emifials.

fddle Tennéoses St/ Tonas Tech vs.
Tennessee/Westem Carolina—New” Mexi-

e DI JLa, Tech—Rutgers/Hartford vs,
Maryland/Wis. Green Bay~Ohio State/Holy

Tuesday, March 29
Championships
HATTANOOGA REGIONAL
First Round
Saturday, March 19
Texas o4, oral Roberis 47
orgia 75, Rice 49

unday, Marcl
Oktahoma (1-15) v Arsora (19-11)
LSU (29-2) vs. Stetson (17-13)
DePaul (25-4) vs. Virginia Tech (17-11)
Penn State 19-10) vs. Lerty 246)
Duke (284) Ve, Canisius (219
Boston College (19- -5) us:Houston (21-8)

m h 21
Georgia (23+ s) )
rch 22

tay,
Lsu/stetson ve. ORAhomesArzon
Bebaul Nirginia Tech vs. renn State/Liber-

ty
Boston College/Houston vs. Duke/Cani-
sius

Semifinals
Saturday, March 26
LSU/Stetson—( a/Arizona vs. DeP-
aul/Virginia Techpenn Statercperty
eorgia/Texas vs. Boston College/Hous-
ton—Duke/Canisius
tonday, March 28
Championship
KANSAS CITY REGIONAL
N

rch 19
Southern CaNlomas. Louvile 49
Michigan State 73, Alcorn State 41
Utah 73, lowa State 61
Stanford 94, Santa Clara 57

Kansas state 70, Bowiing Green 60
Vanderbilt 67, Montana

Sund:

oy iare
Connecticut (23-7) vs. Dartmouth (17-10)
Florida State (23-7) vs. Richmond (23-7)

tonday, March 21
Michigan State (29-3) vs. Southern Califor-
nia (20-10)
Utah (26-7) vs. Stanford (30-2)
Vanderbilt (23-7) vs. Kansas State (24-7)

uesday,
Florida_ State/Richmond vs.  Connecti-
cut/Dartme

Semlflmls

March
Michigan Slale/southem California vs.
Vanderbilt/Kansas State
ate/Richmond—Conn./Dartmouth

csday, Mareh 29
Championship
TEMPE REGIONAL
(st Round

Fla.
vs. Utah/stan

urday, March 19

Virginia 75, 516 boraon Sy

Minnesota 64, St. Francis, Pa. 3

. Eastern Kentucky 65

e 61, UC Santa Barbara 51

Bayor 5, linois State 10

Oregon 58, Texas Christian 55
Sunday, Marc}

North Carolina 79 va. Coppin State

Mississippi (19-10) vs. George Washington
(22:8)

Monday, March 21
Virginia @1:10) vs. Minnesota (25:7)
Arizona State (23:9) v, Notre Dame (27:5)
Oregon (21-9) vs.Baylor (28:3)

lay, Marc|

Chattanooga Regional

Texas 64, Oral Roberts 47: At
Dallas, Nina Norman, playing de-
spite a broken pinkie, scored 20
points on 7-for-11 shooting and
added five assists for the
third-seeded Longhorns (22-8).

75, Rice 49: At Dal-
las, Cori Chambers scored 19
points, Sherill Baker had 14
points and Janese Hardrick
added 13 for the sixth-seeded
Bulldogs (23-9).

. Mississip-
pileorge Washington
eminals
h26

North C:
pi/George
State/Notre Dam:

amhnz/!lunvm Sla(e -~ ississip-
Wastington Arizona

Texas A&M
barely gets
by DePaul

The Associated Press

ROSEMONT, Ill. — Bobby
Leach scored 23 points and Texas
A&M nearly squandered a
20-point lead before holding on to
beat DePaul 75-72 Saturday in
the second round of the NIT.

Leach gave the Aggies a 73-68
lead with 21.6 seconds left when
he made two free throws after a
technical foul on DePaul when
Blue Demons’ guard LeVar Seals
called for a timeout when the
Blue Demons had none left.

Antoine
Wright had 19
points and Jo-
seph Jones 14
for the Aggies
(21-9),  while
Leach had 13
points in the second half. A&M
won despite missing five free
throws in the final minute.

Sammy Mejia scored 23 and
Quemont Greer added 20 for DeP-
aul (20-11).

Memphis 83, Virginia Tech
62: At Memphis, Tenn., Rodney
Carney scored 17 points, leading
five Memphis players in double
figures as the Tigers advanced to
the third round.

Anthony Rice added 16 and Jer-
emy Hunt scored 15 for the Ti-
gers (21-15), who held a dou-
ble-digit lead throughout the sec-
ond half.

Darius Washington had 14
points and five assists.

Jamon Gordon scored 16 points
to lead the Hokies (16-14) while
Carlos Dixon scored 13.

Wichita State 84, Western Ken-
tucky 81: At Wichita, Kan.,
Jamar Howard scored 22 points
to lead Wichita State in the
first-round game.

Paul Miller added 18 for the
Shockers (22-9), while PJ Couis-
nard scored 13 and Randy Burns
had 12.

Anthony Winchester had 25 for
the Hilltoppers (22-9). Courtney
Lee had 16, and Antonio Haynes
added 15.

Saint Joseph’s 55, Buffalo 50:
At Philadelphia, Pat Carroll
scored 26 points and hit key bas-
kets down the stretch to lift Saint
Joseph's to the victory in the
first-round game.

The victory gave St. Joseph’s
coach Phil Martelli 200 career vic-
tories. St. Joe’s next will play host
to Holy Cross.

Carroll finished 10-for-18 from
the floor and 4-for-9 from
three-point range. He hit his first
three shots from the floor, includ-
ing two threes, to lift St. Joe's to
an early seven-point lead.

Davidson 82, SW Missouri
State 71: At Springfield, Mo.,
Brendan Winters scored 22
points to lead Davidson in a
first. d

vs.
Monday, March 28
Championship

b

Chattanooga Reglona\
‘Tempe Regional champion
Philadelohia Reglonal champion vs. Kan-
sas City Regional champion
Tuesday, April 5
Championship

champmn vs.

Winters was 6-for-8 from
three-point range, and Jason Mor-
ton added 19 points for Davidson
(23-8), which will play at Mary-
land on Wednesday night.

Deke Thompson led Southwest
Missouri (19-13) with 15 points,
Anthony Shavies had 14 and
Kellen Easley 13.
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[ NCAA tournament: Austin Regional

Saturday night's NCAA
tournament game between
unfriendly neighbors Kentucky
and Cincinnati took an
eemotional toll on coaches
as well as players.
Kentucky’s Tubby Smith
signals to his team while,
at right, Cincinnati’s Bob
Huggins can't believe a
call made by an official.
Kentucky beat Cincinnati
69-60 to advance to the
NCAA tournament's round
of 16.

AP photos

Kentucky wins a horder squabble

BY MICHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Cincinnati
still is playing the little brother to
neighboring Kentucky. The Wild-
cats just keep beating them up.

Second-seeded Kentucky re-
lied on three-point shootmg to get
started, then strong-armed the un-
dersized Bearcats inside and final-
ly wore them down late to pull
away with a 69-60 second-round
victory Saturday in the NCAA
tournament’s Austin Regional.

“They try to put a lot of pres-
sure on you,” said Kelenna Azu-
buike, who led Kentucky with 19
points. “The way to beat that is be
aggressive and fight the pressure,
not back dow

The bltterness between schools
located about 90 miles apart has
been fueled by the rarity with
which they play. There have been
just six games since 1948; Ken-
‘tucky has won 15 straight in the
series dating to 1939.

Saturday’s victory meant even
more, though. The ildcats
(27-5) avoided a second straight
second-round upset and a third
straight elimination by a Confer-
ence USA school, and now face
sixth-seeded Utah, 67-58 winner
over Oklahoma.

Cincinnati still winless since ’39
as Wildcats use interior strength

Kentucky won this one by domi-
nating the middle.

Chuck Hayes finished with 10
points and eight rebounds and
freshman Randolph Morris pro-
duced the first double-double of
his career with 11 points and 12
rebounds. Azubuike had nine re-
bounds and another freshman,
Rajon Rondo, added 16 points.

The Wildcats outscored Cincin-
nati 34-12 inside.

“Randolph, lale, was grabbing
every rebound,” Hayes said. “He
was becoming a presence down
there in the paint.”

The game even had the ele-
ments of a family feud.

A crowd of 40,331 set the
one-session record for an NCAA
subregional site, breaking the pre-
vious mark of 39,940 set in India-
napolis in 1990. Most of the fans
were clad in Kentucky blue or Illi-
nois orange, but as the second
game started, pockets of Cincin-
nati red also appeared.

Fans interrupted each other’s
chants and one held a sign that

read “Real Cats Wear Blue and
White, not Black and Red.” Ken-
tucky fans even booed the Bear-
cats’ cheerleaders as they led the
team onto the floor.

On the court, emotions were
stronger.  Cincinnati’s ~ James
White had an angry expression
on his face during warmups and
Kentucky players were chest
bumping before introductions.

The coaches got involved, too.
Cincinnati’s Bob Huggins worked
the officials hard, and Kentucky’s
Tubby Smith repeatedly stomped
the floor and walked onto the
court to make points.

It was that kind of day — and
that kind of game.

Utah 67, Oklahoma 58: An-
drew Bogut makes everyone
around him better, and his Utah
teammates were at their best Sat-
urday.

‘The sixth-sceded Utes capital-
ized on the 7-foot Aussie’s skilled
passing and Justin Hawkins' 20
points to beat the third-seeded
Sooners.

“We're excited as can be,”
Utah’s Marc Jackson said.

The Utes (29-5) advanced to
the regional semifinals for the
first time since 1998, when they
lost to Kentucky in the national
championship game. They had
been knocked out in the early
rounds five of the last six years,
but move on to play Kentucky
next in the Austin Regional.

“It's the happiest day I've had
in coaching,” said Utah’s Ray Gia-
coletti, who was hired last April
to replace Rick Maerus.

“Probably only 20 of us be-
lieved, but it was the right 20.”

Although the beefy Sooners
(25-8) did their best to beat up
Bogut in the low post, they
couldn’t overcome 32 percent
shooting.

Except for hitting the first bas-
ket, they trailed the entire game
and got no closer than seven
points in the second half.

“Bogut made a lot of good pass-
es,” Oklahoma’s Johnnie Gilbert
said. “I thought a lot of times we
would pick it off, but somehow it
got through.”

Utah opened the game on a
16-4 run and never looked back
despite getting forced into 20 turn-
overs.

[ NCAA tournament: Syracuse Regional

Carolina enters a new zone vs. Iowa St.

BY RON GREEN JR.
The Charlotte Observer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — North
Carolina point guard Raymond
Felton, from whom all things
seem to flow in the Tar Heels’ of-
fense, did a nice job Saturday af-
ternoon of projecting the image of
a man unconcerned about what
he and his teammates will face
Sunday when they meet lowa
State in the NCAA tournament’s
second round.

“We're just going to play our
game, move the ball and fry to
break the zone,” Felton said, sub-
tly shaking his head as he sat in
front of his locker after a
one-hour practice.

That is, of course, the mantra of
all teams still alive in the king of
the hill world of the NCAA tourna-
ment. Every team intends to “do

what we do” believing it will be
good enough.

In the case of the top-seeded
Tar Heels, attempting to impose
their aggressive will on the Cy-
clones will require an understand-
ing of what they’re facing. In 32
games this season, the Tar Heels
haven’t run into a defense quite
like this one.

If Felton’s value weren’t al-
ready obvious enough, it will like-
ly come into sharper focus on Sun-
day when he works against the Cy-
clones’ attacking 2-3 zone de-
fense.

On the defensive end, the Cy-
clones take a little of what Jim
Boeheim uses at Syracuse, a dose
of John Chaney’s match-up zone
at Temple and blended that with
some wrinkles coach Wayne Mor-
gan has found to be effective.

The result is a defense that be-

lies the image of zone defenses
being relatively passive concepts
designed to force opponents to do
their scoring from the perimeter.
Towa State has held opponents to
41 percent shooting this season
and forced an average of 17 turn-
overs per game
e Cyclune.s like to press,
sometimes full-court, sometimes
three-quarter court, then fall
back into a zone that has an al-
most freneuc quality to it.
“If they pressure us, we're
going to go right past them,” Fel-
ton said.

Towa State likes to push big
men away from the basket, cut off
passing lanes and rely on quick-
ness to make life miserable for op-
ponents.

“One reason it works for us is a
lot of teams have gone away from
(playing zones) so they haven't
seen it a lot,” Morgan said.

The Tar Heels live in a
man-to-man world, but at one
time or another have faced the
various elements they will see
from the Cyclones on Sunday.
That familiarity, coupled with the
determination to make Towa State
adapt to them, will be at the es-
sence of North Carolina’s plan.

“I'm not good enough for our
guys to go out there and feel total-
ly comfortable,” coach Roy Will-
iams said.

The emphasis, Williams said,
will be for the Tar Heels to under-
stand what they’re seeing.

“If we lose focus, it's a turn-
over. That's the bottom line,” Will-
iams said.

The Cyclones, who have a supe-
rior point guard of their own in
Curtis Stinson, aren’t afraid to
run with the Tar Heels, either.

“I think we can run with any-
body,” Stinson said.

Coach Bob Knight is back in
the Sweet 16 with Texas Tech.

Men’s NCAA tournament
(OPENING ROUND
Tuesday, March 15
Oak\ar\d, M\'ch. 7‘3. A\abama A&M 69

nrs
Friday, March 18
orth Carolna State 15, Charlott
Sonmecaeut . Central iorida fitd
lowa State 64, Minnes
North Carolina 96, Gakiand, Mich. 68
Florida 67, Ohio 62
Villanova 55, New Mexico 4
Wisconsin 51, Northern a2
ucknell 64, Kans
Second ound

unday, M:
Connecticut vs. No
North Carohna vs. lowa Stat
Florida vs. Villanova
Bucknell vs. Wisconsin

Ly Carolina tate

Friday, March 25
N.Carolina/iowa $t. . Florida/Villano-
va
UConn/N.C. State vs. Bucknell/Wiscon-
sin

sunday, March 27
Championship
CHICAGO REGIONAL
Round
rsday, March 17
Wisconsin-Milwaukee 83, Alabama 73
Boston College 85, Pennsylvania 65
Nevada6l, Texas57
Wlinols 67, Fairielgh Dickinson 55
Arizona 6t tate 53
minghar &2, LSU 68

Alabama:
rid
Oklahoma State 63, SE Louisiana 50
eSoutnern inois 65, St Mary's, Gl

Second Round
saturday, M
is 71, Nevad:
Wis.-Milwaukee 83,
Arizona 85, Alaba:

oston College 75
-Birmingham 63

ar )
outhern lllinois.

unday, M
Okiahoma State v, Sout
Thursday, March 2
Mlinois vs, Wisconsin-Miiwakee
Oklahoma St./So. lilinois vs. Arizona
Satu farch 26
Championship.
AusTN IIEI‘-IOdNAI.

Kentucky Tty Rentucky 64
incinnati 6. Towa 64

Giahoma 64 N:ag
Utah 60, Texa £l paso 54
riday, Mar

)
Vermont 60, Syracuse 57‘ overtime
Michigan St. 89, 0id Dominion 81
Buke 87, Dolaware State 46
Mississippi $t93, Stanford 70
econd Roun
irday, March 19

Utah 67, CRomE 38
Kentucky 69, Cincinnati 60

‘Sunday, March 2t

Vermont vs. M
Duke vs. Mississippi

lay, March 25
DukerMiss: S35, Vermant/Michigan
Kentucky vs. Utah
Sunday, March 27
Championship
'ALBUQUERQUE REGIONAL
£ Roun

irst
Thursday, March 17
Pacific 79, Pittsburdh 71
Wake Forést 10, Chattanooga 54
West Virginia 63, Creighton
Washington 88, Montana.
Gonzaga 74, Winthrop 64
Texas Tech 78, UCLA 66

 Marc!

Louisville 68, La Lafayette 62
Georaia Tech 80, George Washington
saStcond Round

, March 19
Texas Tech 74, Gorza
West Virginia' 111,
Washington o7, Pacific 9
y, March 2

Louisville vs. secr’g-a Ye:h

a 6
B Forest 105,

Thursday,
Washington vs. Lomsvme/ea Tech

Champion
L FouR

ril 2
Chicago Regional cfmmmon vs. Albu-
ayeraue Re%\una\ champi
yracuse Regional Champion vs. Aus-
i Regmna\
y, April 4

Championshig
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NCM tournament: Chicago Regional

WIS -Milwaukee strikes again

After second upset, Panthers head
to Sweet 16 matchup with Illinois

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Bruce Pearl’s
eyes welled up and his throat
tightened the moment he heard
Boston College’s fight song. Noth-
ing makes him cry quicker than
“For Boston.”

A few hours later, Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee’s coach, who once
stuffed himself inside BC’s mas-
cot suit for a game, clapped his
hands to another sentimental
tune — one without a title.

“It’s just called the UWM fight

song,” said a Milwaukee band
member, showing the sheet
music.

On Saturday, they were singing
it from Madison to Menomonee
Falls.

Joah Tucker scored 23 points,
Ed McCants had 18 and Adrian Ti-
gert 16 as the 12th-seeded Pan-
thers sprung their second NCAA
tournament upset in three days,
an 83-75 victory over Boston Col-
lege in the second round Satur-
day.

Given little chance in the open-
ing round against Alabama from
the Southeastern Conference or
against the Big East’s regular-sea-
son champion, Milwaukee (26-5)
gave the nation’s mid-major pro-
grams another moment to savor
this March.

“We're going to the Sweet 16,”
Tucker said after the Panthers
pranced around the floor. “We’ve
got a name to put on this win.”

They did it the way they know

best: with a relentless, full-court
press that confounded the Eagles
(25-5), forcing them into 22 turn-
overs — the most crucial one a
pass that was thrown away with
1:21 remaining and BC down
76-75.
“I thought we would handle it
better,” Eagles coach Al Skinner
said. “They attacked us, stayed ag-
gressive and didn’t stop.”

The Panthers, who have won 11
straight and 19 of 20, weren’t in-
timidated by some early trash
talk from Boston College and
overcame foul trouble in the sec-
ond half to advance to next
weel’s round of 16.

Milwaukee will play Tllinois on
Thursday in the Chicago Region-
al in Rosemont, IIl. The Panthers
are the fifth No. 12 seed to ad-
vance to the final 16 since 1989
and the first since Butler, their
Horizon league brethren, in 2003.

After the final seconds ticked
off, Pearl, a BC grad and assistant
at Chestnut Hill who landed a gig
as eagle-for-the day in a 1981 tour-
nament game, swung his
10-year-old  daughter, Leah,
around at midcourt.

Nearby, the Panthers, who by
game’s end had won over 90 per-
cent of the Wolstein Center
crowd with their inspired play,
high-fived and hugged after
trumping the win over Alabama
with an even bigger one.

Now they’ll have a chance to
knock off the Fighting Illini — a
No. 1 seed and the nation’s con-
sensus No. 1 team.

“We have at least 24 hours to
celebrate,” said McCants, the Ho-
rizon’s Player of the Year. “We
understand we still have games to
be played. There won’t be any ri-
diculous amount of celebrating.
It'll be back to business when we
get back to Milwaukee.”

lllinois 71, Nevada 59: At Indi-
anapolis, James  Augustine
scored a career-high 23 points
and Jack Ingram added 12 in the
top-seeded Illini’s victory. August-
ine also had 10 rebounds, four
blocked shots and two steals.

Tllinois’ famed guard trio of
Deron Williams, Dee Brown and
Luther Head combined for 31
points, but most came late in the
game as the big guys took center
stage. Williams scored five points
on free throws down the stretch.

Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Derrick Ford (50) and Jason McCoy (21) knock
the ball away from Boston College’s Jared Dudley in the second half
Saturday in Cleveland. No. 12 seed Wisconsin-Milwaukee scored its
second upset in three days by defeating fourth-seeded BC 83-75.

The Illini (34-1) reached the re-
gional semifinals for the second
straight season and fourth time in
the last five seasons.

Kevinn Pinkney led the Wolf
Pack (25-7) with 22 points and 11
rebounds. Mo Charlo added 12.

Arizona 85, UAB 63: At Boise,
Idaho, Salim Stoudamire made
five three-pointers and had 28
points, and Arizona didn’t buckle
under  Alabama-Birmingham’s
constant pressure defense.

Arizona (29-6) struggled with
UAB's frenetic, trapping defense
in the first half, but had only four
turnovers in the second to reach
the round of 16 for the 12th time.

The Wildcats, the 1997 national
champions, advanced to Rose-
mont, IIL, next weekend and will
face Oklahoma State or Southern
Tllinois, which play Sunday in
Oklahoma City.

Donell Taylor scored 13 points
for the Blazers (22-11).

[ NCAA tournament: Albuquerque Regional

Washington shows why it’s a No. 1 seed

The Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — Washington is
making it a lot harder to question
its No. 1 seed in the Albuquerque
Regional.

The Huskies advanced to the
round of 16 for the first time since
1998 with a convincing 97-79 vic-
tory over Pacific on Saturday.

Nate Robinson scored 18 of his
23 points in the second half,
Bobby Jones scored 19 and Will
Conroy had 10 assists for Wash-
ington (29-5).

Tre Simmons scored 15 for the
Pac-10 champion Huskies, whose
top seed was the most disputed
among the four No. 1s. But Wash-
ington backed it up well against
Pacific.

The Huskies never trailed and
pulled away by going 19-for-31
(61 percent) from the field in the
second half. They finished shoot-
ing 563 percent (36-for-64) for
the game. Next up is the winner
of Louisville-Georgia Tech in
Thursday’s regional semifinal.

Other than a brief push by
eighth-seeded Pacific (27-4) mid-
way through the second half, the
Huskies dominated and an-
swered their doubters after hold-
ing off Montana 88-77 in the open-
ing round.

Guillaume Yango led Pacific
with 17 points and 10 rebounds
and Christian Maraker added 12
points for the Tigers, but the
Swedish forward was shut out in
the second half.

The Huskies made 11 of their
first 16 shots in the second half
and opened with a 13-4 run,
which included four straight
points after Pacific coach Bob Th-
omason was called for a technical
for complaining that an offensive
foul wasn’t called on Simmons
when he drove hard to the basket.

Texas Tech 71, Gonzaga 69:
At Tucson, Ariz, Bob Knight's
Red Raiders rallied from a
13-point second-half deficit to ad-
vance to the regional semifinals.

Ronald Ross sank a three-point-
er from the corner to put
sixth-seeded Tech (22-10) up
68-67 with 1:06 to play, then
sealed the victory by making both

halves of a one-and-one with 7.5
seconds remaining.

Ross and Knight hugged in the
final seconds as it became obvi-
ous that a Knight-coached team
would make it to a regional semifi-
nal for the first time since 1994.
Ross scored 24 points and back-
cot mate Jarrius Jackson
added 18 points.

Texas Tech will play West Vir-
ginia on Thursday.

Third-seeded Gonzaga (26-5)
made an early exit with a high
seed for the second year in a row.
The Zags were the No. 2 seed a
year ago and lost to Nevada in the
second round. Adam Morrison
had 25 points and nine rebounds
for Gonzaga.

Gansey: Yet
another

big finish
for W.Va.

GANSEY, FROM BACK PAGE

The burden appeared to weigh
on them in their 70-54 victory
over Chattanooga on Thursday.
Several players conceded they
felt some opening-game jitters.

This time, they couldn’t hold
onto a 13-point halftime lead or
hold off a team that has made its
mark by knocking off Top 25
teams. = West Virginia  tore
through the Big East tournament
to reach the finals, developing a
knack for big finishes.

None was bigger than this one.

“I just hope we have a city
when we get back to school,” said
Mountaineers guard J.D. Collins.
“It might get burned down.”

Gansey, who had about 300
friends and relatives in the
stands, made a free throw that
tied it at 77 with 21 seconds left in
regulation.

He was just getting started.

The frenetic pace stretched
into overtime, with neither team
ahead by more than a couple of
baskets. It was tied at 93 when
Wake Forest center Eric Will-
iams blocked Johannes Herber’s
driving layup with 2 seconds to go
at the end of the first overtime.

Paul scored 10 points in the
first overtime, helping Wake For-
est keep up with Gansey, who had
10 in the first overtime and nine
more in the second, capping a
comeback that will live in West
Virginia lore.

“We were down,it's the story of

our season,” said West Virginia
coach John Beilein. “We didn’t
quit.”

They were in trouble at half-
time, trailing 40-27 with no idea
how to contain the Demon Dea-
cons’ punishing inside game. Will-
iams finished with 23 points and
12 rebounds.

Wake Forest extended its de-
fense to contain the Mountain-
eers’ shooters, who set a school
record for three-pointers this sea-
son.

Instead, West Virginia started
taking the ball inside and scoring
at will, and the Demon Deacons
lost their grip on the game.

“We were just trying to guard
the three-point line,” forward
Jamaal Levy said. “We guarded
them in the first half, but in the
second half they started being ag-
gressive and taking it to the bas-
ket. We couldn’t stop them.”

West Virginia started holding
its own inside and D’or Fischer,
the star of the tournament’s 2001
play-in game, momentarily took
the stage again, turning it into a
game.

Fischer, who blocked nine
shots in Northwestern State’s
play-in victory and later trans-
ferred to West Virginia, had a
three-point play, a dunk and a
block during a 10-3 spurt that cut
it to 54-51 midway through the
second half and set up the dramat-
ic finish.

It finally ended when Wake For-
est’s Trent Strickland missed a
three-pointer with 29 seconds left
in the second overtime, and Her-
ber’s fastbreak layup sealed it
with 13 seconds to go.
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Gansey is homecoming king

More tournament
coverage inside:

W.Va. guard scores
19 of his 29 in OTs
as Mountaineers
oust Wake Forest

BY JOE KAY

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Former local prep star
Mike Gansey spent his summer shooting bas-
kets on Cleveland State’s cozy court, picturing
himself making a big shot in an NCAA tourna-
ment game.

Remarkably, he got the chance on the same
court, and made the shot. Then another, and
another.

Shooting at those familiar baskets, the jun-
ior guard scored a career-high 29 points — 19
of them in the two overtimes — and the Moun-
taineers sent No. 2 seed Wake Forest to anoth-
er slunnmg second-round loss, 111-105 on Sat-
urday nigl

West Vlrgmld (23-10) will play Texas Tech
next in the Albuquerque Regional, its deepest
tournament run since it made the round of 1
in 1998. The Mountaineers have beaten seven
Top 25 teams this season, a school record.

The crowd at Cleveland State rooted Wis-
consin-Milwaukee to an upset of Boston Col-
lege in the first game, then reveled as Wake
Forest (27-6) became the first ACC team
knocked out of the tournament.

“This is just a dream come true,” said Gan-
sey, who went to a suburban high school and
worked out this summer in Wolstein Center
with his brother, Steve, a guard at Cleveland
State. “It's an unbelievable feeling.”

For Wake Forest as well. After one of its
most promising seasons ended with another
overtime loss — the Demon Deacons were 0-3
in OT this season — the players couldn’t com-
prehend what had just happened.

“It was what? Three OTs? Two OTs? It was
just a long game,” said guard Chris Paul, who
fouled out with 3:24 left in the second OT. “We
got a little fatigued at the end, and Gansey
Kkept making play after play after play.”

High expectations accompanied the Demon
Deacons, who also lost in the second round as
a No. 2 seed in 2003. They returned every
scholarship player from last season, were
ranked No. 1 in the country for two weeks and
set a school record for wins in the NCAA open-
er.

SEE GANSEY ON PAGE 31

West Virginia's Mike Gansey waves as he leaves the court after the Mountaineers’ 111-105
double-overtime victory over Wake Forest in the second round of the NCAA tournament Saturday
in Cleveland. Gansey, who was a Cleveland-area prep standout, led West Virginia with 29 points.
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